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   ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Feast of the Dormition of the Holy ANN, the Mother of the Mother of God
Anne, the wife of Joachim and the mother of Mary, is the grandmother according to the flesh of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.  Her name means “grace” or the gracious one,” the loving one.”

Commemoration of the Holy Great-martyr PANTELEIMON the Physician, and of our Father among the Saints CLEMENT THE WONDERWORKER, Archbishop of Ochrida
Panteleimon was born in Nicomedia of a pagan father and Christian mother.  He was instructed by Hermolaus whose feast was celebrated on July 26.  He was decapitated in 305 for having practiced the Christian faith while healing the sick.
Sunday, July, 25, 2010                                                                                                الأحد 25 تموز2010   

9th Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                               الأحد الثامن بعد العنصرة 
Dormition of Holy Ann, Mother of the Theotokos           رقاد القديسة حنة أم والدة الإله                           


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                                (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                                        Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live: I will sing to my God as long as I last.
- لا تتّكلوا على العظماء، على بني البشر الذين ليس عندهم خلاص.
- His breath shall go forth, and he shall return to his earth. On that day shall perish all the things that he planned.
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (8th Tone): O Merciful One, Who came down from on high and endured burial for three days, in order to save us from suffering.  O our Life and our Resurrection, glory to You.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الثامن): إنحدرتَ من العلاءِ أيها المتحنن، وقبلتَ الدفنَ ثلاثةَ أيام، لكي تعتقنا من الآلام، فيا حياتنا وقيامتنا، يا رب المجد لك.
Troparion of St. Anne (4th Tone): Anne divinely wise, you carried in your womb the Mother of God, the immaculate One who gave life to Life; wherefor you now have been carried up joyfully to the inheritance of heaven, to the abode of those who rejoice in glory.  O Ever-blessed One, you seek the forgiveness of sins for those who honor you with fervor.
نشيد القديسة حنة (باللحن الرابع): لقد حملتِ أُمَّ اللهِ النقيَّةَ التي حَملتِ الحياة، يا حنَّةُ المتأَلِهَةُ العقل. لذلك انتقلتِ الآنَ فرحةً الى الميراثِ السماوي، حيثُ مسكنُ الفَرِحين في المجد، مُلتمسةً غفرانَ الزلاَّتِ لمُكرّميكِ بشوقٍ، يا دائمةَ الغبطة.
Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
القنداق (باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمةَ لدى الخالق، لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ. بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال، يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرّميكِ.
Epistle (of the Fathers): 
Prokimenon: The just shall rejoice in the Lord and place his hope in Him.

                        All those with an upright heart shall be praised.
O God, hear my voice when I pray to you; save my life from the dreadful enemy.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (4: 22-27)
Brethren, Abraham had two sons, the one by a slave-girl and the other by a free woman. And the son of the slave-girl was born according to the flesh, but the son of the free woman, in virtue of the promise. This is said by way of allegory. For these are the two covenants, one indeed from Mount Sinai, bringing forth children that were to be in bondage: this is Agar. For Sinai is a mountain in Arabia, which corresponds to the present Jerusalem, and is in slavery with her children. But that Jerusalem which is above is free, which is our mother. For it is written, Rejoice, you barren woman who do not bear; break forth and cry, you who do not travail; for many are the children of the desolate, more than of the one who has a husband. 

- The just shall bloom like the palm tree; he shall grow like the cedar of Lebanon.
- Those who are planted in the Lord’s house shall flourish in the courts of our God.
Reflection Questions: 
St. Paul is referring to the Old Testament story where Abraham tried to accomplish God's plan himself rather than wait for God to do it. 

 Are there areas in our lives where we are trying to do something our way rather than God's way?  Are there areas where we are forcing our timing of things on God?

Suggested Prayer: God, it is hard to know sometimes the difference between knowing when to wait in faith for you to do something, and when you expect us to take action. Help me know the difference, and strengthen me to wait and to act as you guide me.
الرسالة للآباء: البروكيمنون: يفرحُ الصدِّيقُ بالربّ، ويتوكلُ عليه.
   إستمع يا اللهُ صوتي، عندَ تضرُّعي اليك.                             
 فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل غلاطية (4: 22-27)                                               
يا إخوة.  وُلِدَ لإبراهيمَ ابنانِ. أحدُهما منَ الأَمَةِ والآخرُ من الحُرَّةِ، غيرَ ان الذي منَ الأَمةِ وُلدَ بحَسَبِ الجسَد. أَمَّا الذي منَ الحُرةِ فبِقُوَّةِ المَوعِد، وذلك إنما هو رَمزٌ. لأَنَّ هاتينِ هُما العَهدان. أَحدُهُما مِن طُورِ سيناءَ يَلدُ لِلعُبُودَّية. فهوَ هاجَرُ، فإنَّ جبَلَ هاجَرَ (أي) جبَلَ سيناءَ هوَ في ديارِ العَرَب. ويُناسبُ أُورَشليمُ الحالَّية. لأنَّ هذِهْ حاصِلةٌ في العُبُودِيةِ معَ اولادِها، أَما أُورَشليمُ العُليا فهيَ حُرةٌ وهيَ أُمُّنا جميعاً، فقَد كُتِب. إفرحي أَيتُها العاقِرُ التي لا تَلِد. إهتفي واصرُخي أَيتها التي لا تَتَمخَّض. لأَنَّ أَولادَ المَهجُورةِ أَكثَرُ مِن (أَولادِ) ذاتِ البَعل.
- الصِدّيقُ كالنخلةِ يُزهر، وكأرزِ لبنانَ ينمو.
- المغروسُ في بيتِ الربّ، يُزهرفي ديارِ إلهُنا.
Gospel of the Fathers (Mt 14: 22-34): Jesus Walks on the Water
At that time Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and cross the sea ahead of him, while he dismissed the crowd. And when he had dismissed the crowd, he went up the mountain alone to pray. And when it was late, he was there alone, but the boat was in the midst of the sea, buffeted by the waves, for the wind was against them. But in the fourth watch of the night Jesus came to them, walking upon the sea. And the disciples, seeing him walk upon the sea, were greatly alarmed, and exclaimed, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear. Then Jesus immediately spoke to them, saying, “Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid.” But Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it is you, order me to come to you over the water.” And he said, “Come.” Then Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water to come to Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid; and as he began to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And Jesus at once stretched out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “0 you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind fell. But those who were in the boat came and worshipped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” And crossing over, they came to the land of Gennesaret. 
Reflection Questions:
Sometimes God calls us out of our comfort zone. As we respond, our faith grows. Looking back on my life of faith, has there been times when that's been true for me? Are there ways God is calling me to step in faith beyond my comfort zone now?

Suggested Prayer:  O God, help me recognize where you are calling me to step out of my comfort zone, and give me the faith and strength to do it.  
 الإنجيل للآباء (متى  14: 22 – 34):                                                                                                

 يسوع يمشي على المياه                                                                                                                  
في  ذلك الزمانِ، أضطرَّ يسوعُ تلاميذَهُ أَن يركَبوا السفينة، ويسبِقوهُ الى العٍبرِ، حتى يَصرِفَ الجُموع. ولما صرفَ الجموعَ، صعِدَ وحدَهُ الى الجبلِ ليُصلّي. وعندَ المساءِ، كان وحدَه هناك. وكانتِ السفينةُ في وسَطِ البحرِ تكدُّها الامواج، لأنَّ الريحَ كانت مُعاكسة. وفي الهجعةِ الرابعةِ من الليل، أَقبَلَ يسوعُ نحوَهم ماشياً على البحر. فلمَا رآه التلاميذُ ماشياً على البحر، اضطربوا وقالوا: إِنه خيالٌ. ومن المخافةِ صرخوا. فللوقتِ كلَّمهم يسوعُ قائلاً: ثِقوا، أَنا هو، لا تخافوا. فأَجابهُ بطرسُ قائلاً ياربّ إِنْ كنتَ أَنت هو فمُرني أَن آتي اليك على المياه. فقال: هلمَ. فنزلَ بُطرسُ من السفينةِ، ومشى على المياه آتياً الى يسوع. لكنه لمَا رأَى شدَّةَ الريح خاف. وإِذ بدأَ يَغرقُ، صاح قائلاً: يا ربِّ نجّني. وللوقتِ مدَّ يسوعُ يدَهُ وأَمسكه وقالَ له: يا قليلَ الايمانِ لِمَ شكَكت؟ ولمَّا ركِبا السفينة، سكَنتِ الريح. فجاء الذين كانوا في السفينة، وسجدُوا له قائلين: بالحقيقةِ أنتَ ابنُ اللهِ. ولمَّا عَبروا، جاؤوا الى ارضِ جنِّيصارت.
Announcements
Spiritual preparation for the Dormition of the Theotokos
* The word “paraklisis” has two different meanings: the first is “consolation”, from which the Holy Spirit is called the “Paraklete”, or “Consoler”; the second is “supplication” or “petition”.  The Office of Paraclisis consists in hymns or supplication to obtain consolation and courage.  It should be recited in times of temptation, discouragement or sickness.  It is used more particularly during the two weeks before the Dormition, or Assumption, of the most holy Mother of God, from August 14.  
* Abstinence from August 1st through August 14th.

Paraklisis Schedule(صلاة الباركليسي)  in our Parish: All prayers are at 7:30 pm.
Wed. Aug. 4: 
Paraklisis

Fri. Aug. 6: 
Liturgy of the Feast of the Transfiguration (عيد التجلي) and Grapes Blessing.

Wed. Aug. 11: Paraklisis

Fri. Aug. 13: 
Paraklisis

Sun. Aug. 15 at 11 am. Div. Liturgy of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos.
PAC Election: Due to the Lack of attendance for forming a new Parish Advisory Council, and since the old members accepted to resume their duties for another mandate, it has been decided to reappoint the old members:
Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 
Health & Speedy Recover:  All names of family members and friends to be added under Health and Speedy Recovery should be mentioned and added to the Bulletin by request only and on weekly basis.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara.
The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad.
St. Michaels in Hammond Indiana will be having their Annual Festival on August 6,7,8. Friday and Saturday from 5pm-11pm and Sunday from 2pm-8pm. Let us support them by attending to make it a successful event.  For any questions or if you would like to rent a table to sell items please call Najeeb Haddad 
Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh  and PGK Abe Souri.  Hope to hear from you soon.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible:

What is original sin?  Original sin is, first of all, the sin of Adam, who, as the ancestor of the human race, offended God and thereby lost the right to heaven for himself and his posterity. Original sin is also the loss of sanctifying grace that we inherit from Adam when we enter the world. St. Paul teaches that “sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death” (Rom 5:12).

How do we know that original sin exist? We know that original sin exists from the Bible and from the teachings of the Church.

How does the Book of Genesis talk about original sin? In a popular and symbolic way, Genesis speaks of the “Garden of Eden”, which is the abode of God (not a garden of man, or created for man). God created man “outside of the Garden of Eden”, “out of the dust of the ground” (Gen 2:7); this means man in his the human nature. Then God took the man and placed him in the Garden of Eden(Gen.2:15); this means that God gave a privilege to man that was over and above the human nature, it was supernatural; it was the friendship and participation of the divine life; in theology it is called “sanctifying grace“. When man following the inspiration of the devil, disobeyed God and committed a sin, man was expelled from the Garden of Eden, and was returned to the ground from which he was taken, i.e., this means that man lost the friendship of God (sanctifying grace, or divine life) and other special gifts that God had given him.

Did Adam‘s sin affect only himself? No, as the Church teaches, Adam’s sin was injurious not only to himself but also to his descendants, with the exception only of Jesus and Mary. It was not only death of the body which is punishment for sin, but also, sin, the death of the soul, that passed from one man to all human race. 

I always thought that “sin” was some bad action that a person did. How can be “sin” if a baby did not do anything evil? The use of the word “sin” can be confusing for some people. When someone thinks of “sin“ as a bad action, he is thinking of “personal, actual” sin, something bad that one person does. But original sin is not that kind of sin; it is a status of the soul that one inherits from his first parent Adam. Adam was cast out of the Garden of Eden (i.e. he lost the friendship of God; the sanctifying grace); and we, all his descendants, are born out of the Garden of Eden (i.e., out of the friendship of God, without the sanctifying grace). Like a rich man who has a million dollars that he will pass on as inheritance to his children; if he goes, gambles, and loses all the money, his children will not inherit the million dollars; they will inherit only the poverty of their father, even if they personally did not do anything wrong.  

Sacred Symbols: Palms = Symbols of Victory:  Palms were used as emblems of victory. When Simon Maccabaeus recaptured the citadel of Jerusalem in 142 B.C.”the Israelites entered it with praise and palm branches, and with harps and cymbals and stringed instruments, and with hymns and songs, because a great enemy has been crushed and removed from Israel” (1 Macc. 13:51).

Palms were used also on Palm Sunday to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem as the Messiah-King of Israel. He had demonstrated his kingship by raising Lazarus from the dead. In fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, He entered Jerusalem, the City of the King, riding in an ass’ colt. He was greeted with palms and shouts of praise: “Hosannah! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! The Son of David! The King of Israel!“ 

The branches carried on Palm Sunday were probably olive branches, common around Jerusalem. They symbolized peace, anointing, and victory.

The meaning of these symbols is that Jesus comes to us today. Just as He entered Jerusalem, so He comes to us today in the Jerusalem of our souls. He seeks to become our personal Messiah and King. This can happen only if we offer Him our complete allegiance and surrender. Unless we surrender our lives to Jesus as Lord, He can never be our King. The palms are the sign of our glorification of Christ as King.

Hard Sayings:   “Amen, I say to you, with difficulty will a rich man enter the kingdom of heaven… And further I say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven” (MT 19:23-24; Mk 10:23-25; Lk 18:24-25). ”No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will stand by the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (MT 6:24).

In our society where a man would do any thing and every thing for money, we should remember the peril of riches, the difficulties they created for the entering in the kingdom of heaven. Riches encourage a false independence, shackle a man to this earth, tend to make a man selfish.  When a man has few things on earth, he is often driven to God because he has nowhere else to go. 

The saying of the two masters is even more vivid if we look at the Greek words: “No man can be a slave (doulos) to two owners (kyrios)”. In the ancient world the master had absolute ownership of the slave. The slave had no time nor possessions of his own. His life was total service to the master. The Christian has no time off from being a Christian. A partial service of God is not enough. God demands exclusive service.
“Nobody can understand you! - concludes John.

“Because I am a genius”-answers Mike-; “Only ten persons in the whole world could understand Einstein!”                                                                                                End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
    

Collection - 7/18/2010 : 



$1x82, $5x16, $10x12, $15x2, $20x11, $25x2, $30x4, 



$40x1, $50x3, $60X2, $75x1, $80x1, $100x4, $180x1



Total: Regular $1,691      Spanish $56                  
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity:  Sami & Nijmeh Armoush & Family
Health & Speedy Recovery: 
Archdn. Elias Sahyouni (80th Birthday)
By the Church 
Arminé Gastonian (sister of Annie Karam) and

Lydia Makdah


By Tony & Annie Karam

Fifi Paden



By Abe & Lily Baroud 
Elie Ghawi


By the Ghawi Family
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Lana Noujeime


By Thermo King


Joseph & Olga Mattar

By the Naffah Family
Elie Ferraye and 

Emile & Nayla Cheboub

By Nouha Ferraye
Fr. Albert Gorayeb (7/27/87) and
Fr. Theophile Kalaff (1938) 
By our Church
