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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 
Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
Sunday, May 9, 2010                                                                                       الأحد 9 أيار 2010   
Sunday of the Man Born Blind                                                                   أحد الأعمى منذ مولده
CHRIST IS RISEN!                                                                                  المسيح قام! حقًّا قام!   


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                               (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)
     It is no longer I who live, but
                     Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY

Antiphon Prayer: O Christ God, Sun of Justice, You touched the man who was blind since his birth and restored to him his sight. Enlighten our minds. Make us children of Light, so that we may cry out to You full of faith: your mercy is beyond description. 

For You are our Light and our Sanctification, O Christ God, and to You we render glory, thanksgiving and worship, and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
صلاة الأنديفونة: أيها المسيحُ الإله، يا شمسَ العدل، يا مَن لمسَ الفاقدَ النُّور منذُ ولادته، فأعاد إليه البصر، أنرْ أيضاً أبصارَ نفوسِنا، وأظهِرْنا أبناءَ النَّهار، فنهتفُ إليكَ بإيمان: إِنَّ تحنُّنَك علينا لا يُوصف. 

لأَنَّك أنتَ نورُنا وتقديسُنا أَيها المسيحُ الإله، وإليكَ نرفعُ المجد، وإلى أبيكَ الأزليَّ وروحكَ القدُّوس، الصالح والمحيي، الآن وكلَّ أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين.                                        
Antiphon: O Son of God, Who are risen from the dead, save us who sing to You Alleluia!خلصنا يا ابن الله، يا من قام من بين الأموات، نحن المرنمين لك هللويا!                                         
- Let God arise and his enemies will scatter, and those who hate Him will flee before Him.
- كذلك يهلك الخطأة من أمام وجه الله. وليفرح الصديقون مسرورين.
- This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and rejoice therein.
Entrance Hymn: In the assemblies bless God, the Lord, from Israel’s wellsprings.
ترنيمة الدخول: في المجامع باركوا الله، الرب من ينابيع شعبه.           
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (5th Tone): Let us O Faithful praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.  For He has willed to be lifted in the flesh upon the Cross, and to endure death, and to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الخامس): لننشد نحن المؤمنين ونسجدْ للكلمة، الأزلي مع الآبِ والروح، المولود من العذراء لخلاصنا. لأنه ارتضى أن يصعدَ بالجسدِ على الصليب، ويحتمل الموت، وينهضَ الموتى بقيامته المجيدة.
Kondakion (2nd/8th Tone): Though You went down in the tomb, O Immortal One, You overthrew the power of Hades and rose victorious, O Christ God.  You greeted the ointment bearing women, saying “Rejoice!” You gave peace to your apostles, and to those who had Fallen resurrection. 
القنداق (باللحن الثاني أو الثامن): وإن نَزَلتَ إلى القبرِ يا مَن لا يموت، فقد نقضتَ قُدرةَ الجحيمِ وقمتَ كظافِر، أَيها المسيحُ الإله. وللنسوةِ حاملاتِ الطيبِ قُلتَ افرحن. ولرسُلك وَهَبتَ السَّلامَ، يا مانِحَ الواقعينَ القيام.
Instead of the Trisagion:  All of you who have been baptized into Christ…أنتم الذين بالمسيح.. 
Epistle: 
Prokimenon: You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation.
                        Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy man;

                        For truthfulness has vanished from among the children of men.
Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (16: 16-34)
In those days it came to pass that as we the disciples were going to pray, we were met by a girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her masters much profit by her soothsaying. Now, she was following Paul and us, and kept crying out loudly, “These men are servants of the most high God, and they announce to you a way of salvation!” This she did for many days. But Paul could not stand it, so he turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ: get out of her!” And it went out of her that very moment. But seeing that their hope of profit was gone, her masters seized Paul and Silas and dragged them to the market-place before the authorities; and bringing them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city. They are Jews, and they advocate practices it is not permitted for us to adopt or observe, since we are Romans.” And the crowd opposed them too, and the magistrates tore off their cloaks and ordered them to be beaten with rods. And after inflicting many blows on them, they threw them in jail, ordering the jailer to keep them under safe guard. And he, receiving this command, consigned them to the inner jail and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight, while Paul and Silas were singing hymns to God, the prisoners listened to them. And suddenly, there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail were shaken, and at once all the doors flew open and everyone’s chains came loose. But when the jailer woke up and saw all the doors of the jail open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here! “ Then calling for a light, he ran in, and trembling with fear, fell at the feet of Paul and Silas. And he let them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you shall be saved together with your household.” And he spoke to him the word of the Lord, and also to all his household. And he took them at that same hour of the night, and washed their wounds; and he himself was baptized, and all those of his household immediately after. And taking them into his house, he set a table before them, and rejoiced with all  his household over his faith in God.    
- Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to generation, my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
- For you have said, “My kindness is established forever.” In heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.
الرسالة: البروكيمنون: أنتَ يا رَبُّ تحفَظُنا وتَحمينا مِن هذا الجيلِ وإلى الدَّهر.
                              خلّصني يا ربُّ فإِنَّ البارَّ قد فَنِيَ لأنَّ الحقيقَةَ قد ضَعُفَت عِندَ بني البَشَر.
فصل من أعمال الرسل القديسين (16: 16 - 34) 
في تلك الأيَّام، فيما نَحنُ الرُّسُلَ ذاهِبونَ إلى الصَّلاةِ، استَقبَلَتنا جاريَةٌ بها رُوحُ عِراَفة، وكانَت تُكسِبُ مَواليَها كَسباً جَزيلاً بعرَافتها. فطَفِقت تَمشي في إِثْرِ بُولسَ وإِثْرنا وتَصيحُ قائِلَةً: هؤُلاءِ الرِجالُ هُم عَبيدُ اللهِ العَليّ، وهُم يُبشّرونَكم بطَريق ِالخلاصِ. وفَعَلت ذلكَ أَياماً كثيرةً. وإِذ ضَجرَ بُولسُ، الْتَفَتَ وقالَ للرُّوح: إِني آمُرُكََ باسمِ يَسوعَ المسيحِ أَن تَخرُجَ منها. فَخَرجَ في تِلكَ السَّاعَة. فلمَّا رَأَى مَواليِها أنه قد ذَهَبَ رَجاءُ مكسَبِهِم، قَبَضُوا على بُولسَ وَسِيلا، وجَرّوهُما إلى السُّوق ِعِندَ الحُكَّام، وقَدَّمُوهُما للوُلاةِ قاِئلين: إِنَّ هذينِ الرُّجُلَينِ يُبَلبِلانِ مَدينتَنا. وهُما يَهُوديَّان، ويُناديانِ بعاداتٍ لا يجوزُ لَنا قَبُولُها ولا العَمَلُ بِها إِذ نَحنُ رُوماِنيُّون. فقامَ عليهِما الجَمعُ. ومَزَّقَ  الوُلاةُ ثيابَهُما وأَمرُوا أنَ يُضربَا بالعصِيّ. ولمَّا أَثخنُوهُما باِلجراحِ، أَلقوهُما في السِجن، وأَوصَوا السجّان بأَن يحرُسَهُما بضَبطٍ. وإِذ أُوصِىََ السجانُ بمثلِ تلك الوَصية، أَلقاهُما في السّجنِ الدَّاخِلي، وضَبَطَ أَرجُلَهُما في المِقطَرَة، وعِندَ نصفِ اللَّيل، كانَ بُولسُ وسِيلا يُصَلّيانِ ويُسبّحانِ اللُه، والَمحْبُوسونَ يسمَعُونَهُما. فَحَدَثَت بَغتَةً زَلزَلةٌ شديدَةٌ حتى تزَعزَعتْ أُسُسُ السِجن، فانفَتحتْ في الحالِ الأَبوابُ كلُّها، وانفكَّت قُيودُ الَجميع. فلمَّا استَقَيظَ السجانُ ورَأَى أَبوابَ السجنِ مَفتوحَة، إستَلَّ السَّيفَ وهَمَّ أَن يَقتُلَ نفْسَه، لظَنّهِ أَنَّ الَمحبُوسينََ قد هرَبوا. فناداهُ بُولسُ بصوتٍ عالٍ قاِئلاً: لا تَفعَلْ بنَفُسكَ سُوءًا، فإِنا جَميعاً ههُنا. فاستَدعى بِمصباحٍ ووثَبَ إلى داخِل، وخَرَّ لبُولسَ وسِيلا وهُوَ مُرتَعِد. ثمَّ خرَجَ بهِما وقال: يا سَيّدَيَّ، ماذا يَنبَغي لي أَن أَصنَعَ لأَخلُص؟ فقالا: آمنْ بالرَّبِّ يَسوعَ المسيح، فتَخلُصَ أَنتَ وأَهلُ بَيتكَ. وكَلَّماهُ وجَميعَ مَن في بيتهِ بِكَلمِةِ الرَّبّ. فأَخَذَهُما في تِلكَ الَّساعةِ مِنَ اللَّيلِ، وغَسلَ جِراحَهُما، واعْتَمَدَ مِن وَقتهِ، هُوَ وذَوُوهُ أَجمَعُون. ثمَّ أَصْعَدَهُما إلى بيتهِ، وقَدَّمَ لُهما مائِدَة، وابْتَهَجَ معَ جَميعِ أَهل بَيتهِ، إِذ كانَ قَد آمَنَ بالله.
- بمرَاحِمكَ يا ربُّ أُرِنّمُ إلى الأَبَد، إلى جِيلٍ فجِيل أُعلنُ حقَّكَ بفَمي.

- لأَنَّكَ قلتَ: إِن الرحمةَ تُبنى إلى الأبد، وفي السماواتِ يُثَبَّتُ حقُّك.
Gospel (John 9:1-38): Healing of the Born Blind Man
At that time as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who has sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither has this man sinned nor have his parents, but the works of God were to be made manifest in him. I must do the works of the one who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world I am the Light of the world.” When he had said these things, he spat on the ground and made clay with the spittle, and spread the clay over the man’s eyes, and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is interpreted ‘sent’).” So he went away, and washed, and returned seeing. The neighbors therefore and those who had seen earlier that he was blind began saying, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is.” But others said, “He only looks like him.” Yet, the man declared, “I am the one.” They therefore asked him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “The man who is called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ And I went and washed, and I see.” And they asked him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” They took the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. Now, it was a Sabbath on which Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Again, therefore, the Pharisees asked him: how he received his sight. But he said to them, “He put clay upon my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner work these signs?” And there was a division among them. Again therefore they said to the blind man, “What do you say of the one who opened your eyes?” But he said, “He is a prophet.’ The Jews therefore did not believe of him that he had been blind and had got his sight, until they called the parents of the one who had gained his sight, and questioned them, saying, “Is this your son, of whom you say he was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said, “We know this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we ourselves do not know. Ask him; he is of age, let him speak for himself.” These things his parents said because they feared the Jews. For already the Jews had agreed that if anyone were to confess him to be the Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. This is why his parents said, “He is of age; question him.” They therefore called a second time the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give glory to God! We ourselves know this man is a sinner.” He therefore said, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.” They therefore asked him again, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you already, but you did not listen. Why would you hear a second time? Would you also become his disciples?” They heaped abuse on him therefore and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know God spoke to Moses; but as for this man, we do not know where he is from.” In answer the man said to them, “Why herein is the marvel that you do not know where he is from, and yet he opened my eyes. Now we know God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshipper of God, and does his will, him he hears. Not from the beginning of the world has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered and said to him, “You were altogether born in sins, and do you teach us?” And they turned him out. Jesus heard they had turned him out, and when he had found him, said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is he, Lord, that I may believe in him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen him, and he it is who speaks with you.” And he said, “I believe, Lord.” And falling down, he worshipped him.
الإنجيل (يوحنا 9: 1-38): شفاء الأعمى منذ مولده
في ذلك الزمان، فيما يسوع مجتازٌ رأى إنساناً أعمى منذُ مولده. فسأله تلاميذه قائلين: يا معلم من أخطأ. أهذا أم أبواه حتى يولد أعمى؟ أجاب يسوع: لا هذا أخطأ ولا أبواه، لكن لتظهر أعمال الله فيه. ينبغي لي أن اعمل أعمال من أرسلني ما دام النهار. سيأتي الليل الذي لا يستطيعُ أحد فيه عملاً. ما دمت في العالم فأنا نور العالم. قال هذا وتفل على الأرض وصنع من تفلته طيناً وطلى بالطين عيني الأعمى. وقال له: اذهب واغتسل في بركة سلوام – ومعنى الكلمة: المرسل– فمضى واغتسل وعاد بصيراً. فالجيران والذين كانوا يرونه قبلاً أعمى قالوا: أليس هذا هو الذي كان يجلس ويتوسل؟ فقال بعضهم: إنه هو. وقال آخرون إنه يشبهه. وأما هو فكان يقول: أنا هو. فقالوا له: كيف انفتحت عيناك؟ أجاب ذاك وقال: هذا الرجل الذي يقال له يسوع، صنع طيناً وطلى عيني. وقال لي إذهبْ إلى بركة سلوام واغتسل.  فمضيت واغتسلت فأبصرت. فقالوا لهُ: أين ذاك؟ فقال: لا أعلم. فأتوا بالذي كان قبلاً أعمى إلى الفريسيين. وكان حين صنع يسوع الطين وفتح عينيه يوم سبت. فسأله الفريسيون أيضاً كيف أبصر. فقال لهم: جعل على عيني طيناً واغتسلتُ فأبصرت. فقال قومٌ من الفريسيين: هذ الرجل ليس من الله. لأنه لا يحفظ السبت. وآخرون قالوا: كيف يقدررجل خاطئٌ أن يعمل مثل هذه الآيات؟ فوقع بينهم شقاقٌ. فقالوا أيضاً للأعمى: أنت ماذا تقولُ عنه بما أنه فتح عينيك؟  فقال إنه نبيٌّ. ولم يصدق اليهودُ عنه أنه كان أعمى فأبصر حتى دعوا أبويِ الذي أبصر، وسألوهما قائلين: أهذا هو ابنكما الذي تقولان إنه ولد أعمى؟ فكيف أبصر الآن؟ فأجابهم أبواهُ وقالا: نحن نعلمُ أن هذا ولدنا، وأنه ولد أعمى. وأما كيف أبصر الآن فلا نعلم. أو من فتح عينيه فلا نعرف، وهو كامل السن فأسألوه، فهو يتكلم عن نفسهِ. قال أبواه هذا لأنهما كانا يخافان من اليهود. لأن اليهودَ كانوا قد تعاهدوا على أنه إن اعترف أحد بأنه المسيح يُخرج من المجمع. فلذلك قال أبواه إنه كامل السنُ فاسألوه. فدعوا الرجل الذي كان أعمى مرة ثانية وقالوا له: أعط مجداً لله، فإننا نعلم أن هذا الرجل خاطئ. فأجاب ذاك وقال: إن كان خاطئاً فلا أعلم إنما أعلمُ شيئاً واحداً هو أني كنت أعمى والآن أبصر. فقالوا له من جديد: ماذا صنع بكَ، كيف فتح عينيك؟ أجابهم قد أخبرتكم قبلاً فلم تسمعوا فماذا تريدون أن تسمعوا أيضاً، ألعلكم تريدون أنتم أيضاً أن تصيروا له تلاميذ؟  فشتموهُ وقالوا: أنت تلميذُ ذاك. فأما نحن فإنا تلاميذ موسى. ونحن نعلم أن الله كلم موسى. فأما هذا فلم نعلم من أين هو. أجاب الرجل وقال لهم: إن في هذا لعجباً، أنكم لا تعرفون من أين هو وقد فتح عينيَّ.  ونحن نعلم أن الله لا يسمع للخطأة، ولكن إذا أحدٌ اتّقى الله وعمل مشيئته فله يستجيب. ولم يُسمع منذ الدهر أن أحداً فتح عيني من ولد أعمى. فلو لم يكن هذا من الله لما استطاع أن يفعل شيئاً. أجابوا وقالوا لهُ: إنك بجملتك قد ولدت في الخطايا وأنتَ تعلمنا؟ فطردوه خارجاً. وسمع يسوعُ أنهم طردوه خارجاً، فوجده وقال له: أتومنُ أنت بابن الله؟ فأجاب ذاك وقال: ومن هو يا سيدُ لأومنَ به؟ قال يسوع: قد رأيته وهو الذي يكلمكَ فقال له أنا أومنُ ياربّ، وسجد لهُ.
Hymn to the Theotokos (1st Tone): The angel cried out to the Woman full of grace: “Hail, immaculate Virgin!” Again, hail, for on the third say your Son is risen from the dead. 
Shine, shine, 0 New Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has risen over you. Cry out now and rejoice, 0 Sion; and you, the pure one, the Mother of God, exult in the resurrection of the One to whom you gave birth.
النشيد لوالدة الإله (باللحن الأول): إن الملاك خاطب الممتلئة نعمة: أيتها العذراء النقية افرحي. وأيضاً أقولُ إفرحي،لأن ابنكِ قد قام من القبرِ في اليومِ الثالث.  إستنيري استنيري. يا أُورشليم الجديدة. لأن مجد الرب قد أَشرقَ عليكِ. إفرحي الآن وتهللي ياصهيون. وأنتِ يا نقيَّة يا والدة الإله إفرحي بقيامة ولدك.
Kinonikon: Receive the Body of Christ and taste the Source of immortality. Alleluia. 
ترنيمة المناولة:  جسد المسيح خذوا. والينبوع الذي لا ينضب ذوقوا. هللويا. 
أثناء مناولة المؤمنين، نرنم بميمر القديس يوحنا الذهبي الفم: "من كان تقيًّا..."                      
Post-Communion hymn: Christ is risen from the dead… (once)
Instead of the Ambon Prayer, the Mothers Blessing:
Lord Jesus Christ, Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, 

So You watch over your Church. 

Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 

May honor them always with a spirit of profound respect. 
Grant this through the intercessions of our All-pure Mother, the Theotokos 
And all the Saints

For You are our Sanctification, O Christ God, and to You we render glory, honor and Thanksgiving, and to your Eternal Father, and your All-Holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, Now and always, and forever and ever.

Instead of Blessed be the name …:  Christ is risen… (3 Times)
After the Apolysis: 
Priest: Christ is risen!         People: He is truly risen! (3 Times)
Priest: Glory to His Resurrection on the third day!
People: We worship His Holy Resurrection on the third day!
Priest & People:  Christ is risen from the dead, and by his death He has 
trampled upon death; and has given life to those who were in the tomb.
Announcements
Children’s Bible Study:  Every Sunday after the Bible’ readings, all children under 11 will attend a Bible Study with Dr. Lina Massih in the basement.  Please make sure your children will attend.
Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 

Wednesday, May 12: The Leave-taking of the Pascha (وداع عيد الفصح المجيد).
Thursday, May 13: Feast of the Ascension (عيد الصعود), we celebrate the Divine Liturgy of the Feast on Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm. Followed by familial Sahra.
May 30th – MAYA Fundraising:  Maya is hosting a BBQ on Sunday, May 30th to raise funds for the MAYA Pre-convention.  Please encourage and support our youth
May 30th: We will celebrate the end of another fun and exciting year of learning here at Saint John. A graduation ceremony is planned for the day to take place at the church during liturgy.  Please join us. Thank you,                                                                     
Rouaida.
Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. Farid Bichara will take care of providing the new attire at the cost of $115 a piece.   To get a new robe, please talk to Farid
Mother Daughter Mini Retreat:  Last Sunday was a great success; beneficial and fruitful for both mothers and daughters.  A big thank you goes to the guest speaker Dr. Ghassan Aldurra who gave a very good speech and to his assistant Amanda Duff who is a Social Worker and a beautician as well; and to Marlene Shehadeh who gave the ladies some advice on how to beautify themselves.  A big thank you also goes to the organizing committee, Rouaida Alcheckh, Renee Aldurra, Famia Habeeb and Lana Nesheiwat. We believe that in the future all mothers and daughters should attend those beneficial retreats.
46th Melkite National Convention: St. Joseph Melkite Mission in Seattle Washington will host this year’s National Convention between June 30th and July 4th at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Bellevue City.  Mark your calendars and plan. In this year’s convention you will meet leaders like the Most Reverend Archbishop Cyril Bustros, Eparch of Newton Melkite Catholic Church and Most Reverend Archbishop
Elias Chacour, Eparch of Accko, Haifa, Nazareth and all the Galilee for the Melkite Catholic Church in the Holy Land and Author of two best selling books. Also in this year’s Convention you will Grow Spiritually, Explore Nature, Meet Singles & Families and Make Friends.  For more details, see the Flyer in the Hall. 
Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Please contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 & PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Looking forward to hearing from you soon.
AAAEA Sholarships: For Academic Year 2010/2011, Scholarships in the amount of $1000-$2000 based on merit, are available to undergraduate and graduate students who are AAAEA members pursuing a field of study leading to a degree in engineering, architecture or computer science at an accredited College or University in the State of Illinois or who are Illinois residents attending college elsewhere. DEADLINE: Application and attachments must be received starting May 15 but NO later than June 15, 2010.  For requirements, qualifications and other details: go to “aaaea.org”, Click (l) “members”(on Home Page); (2) “scholarship” (on next screen; (3)“Scholarship Application Form”(at bottom left hand side of screen).
The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad.
Disease of pedophilia on the Catholic Church
"Why would newspapers carry on a vendetta on one of the most important institutions that we have today in the United States, namely the Catholic Church?

Do you know - the Catholic Church educates 2.6 million students everyday at the cost to that Church of 10 billion dollars, and a savings on the other hand to the American taxpayer of 18 billion dollars. The graduates go on to graduate studies at the rate of 92%.

The Church has 230 colleges and universities in the U.S. with an enrollment of 700,000 students. 
The Catholic Church has a non-profit hospital system of 637 hospitals, which account for hospital treatment of 1 out of every 5 people – not just Catholics - in the United States today.

But the press is vindictive and trying to totally denigrate in every way the Catholic Church in this country. They have blamed the disease of pedophilia on the Catholic Church, which is as irresponsible as blaming adultery on the institution of marriage.

This is not a Catholic Problem.

A study of American priests showed that most are happy in the priesthood and find it even better than they had expected, and that most, if given the choice, would choose to be priests again in face of all this obnoxious PR the church has been receiving.

Exerts of an article written by Sam Miller – a prominent Cleveland Jewish businessman.

No one denies the fact that the Catholic Church is bleeding from self-inflicted wounds caused by a small number of wayward priests. And everyone prays and expects the Hierarchy to deal with these issues swiftly and fairly, but with mercy. Still, these wounds should not make us forget the good deeds the Church does but the media seem to forget.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Knowing the Bible: 
What is the “TRADITION”?

As “Scripture” is an abbreviation of “Sacred Scripture”, so “Tradition” is an abbreviation of “Sacred Tradition”. Other names used for it are “Holy Tradition”, “Apostolic Tradition”, “Oral Tradition”.
This “Apostolic Tradition” is the transmission of the message of Christ brought about from the very beginnings of Christianity by means of preaching, bearing witness, institutions, worship, and inspired writings. The apostles transmitted all they received from Christ and learned from the Holy Spirit to their successors, the bishops, and through them to all generations until the end of the world, (Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 12). 

Apostolic Tradition occurs in two ways: through the living transmission of the word of God (also simply called Tradition) and through Sacred Scripture which is the same proclamation of salvation in written form. (Compendium n. 13).

It is important to understand this concept of (apostolic) Tradition, because it is a fundamental different between the Catholic Church and the various Protestant denominations. The protestants don’t accept that there are truths revealed by God which are outside of the written Scripture, the Bible; and often they accuse the Catholic Church of holding believes and practices which are not in the Bible or which are contrary to the Bible.

But the Bible itself tells us that there is an oral, apostolic Tradition.

First, Jesus himself did not write any book, but preached a doctrine. He also sent his apostles to preach, not to write (Mt 28:19-20; Mk 16:15). Therefore the apostolic, oral teaching is prior to the written word of God, and was the ordinary means by which Christ and the apostles taught us the truths of revelation. The Church of Christ was founded and existed for many years before the books of the New Testament were written.

When the apostles dispersed to various places, at times problems came about in the churches they had founded. And because they were not there to teach them orally, they wrote a letter to explain the particular points they needed to understand. Or to help future preachers after they died, the wrote summaries (gospels) of the principal sayings and actions of Christ. But it is clear that they never intended to write everything, nor did they write everything, about Jesus and his teachings. (Jn 21:25; 2 Jn 12; 3 Jn 13-14; 1 Cor 11:34)

The Bible says clearly that this oral tradition must be kept (whether received by word of mouth or by writing( 2 The. 2:15; 2 Tim 1:13); and this tradition must be faithfully transmitted (2 Tim 2:2: here we have the process: witnesses, Paul, Timothy, faithful men, other persons).

Sacred Symbols: Commitment to Christ 

The Christian life begins with a renunciation to the devil, but it does not end there. The Christian life cannot be built solely on “no’s”.  You have to say “yes“ to something; you have to be for something; you have to go beyond negative expulsion of evil to positive affirmation of goodness. So after we say “no” to Satan, we say “yes” to Christ.  We have to profess our faith in Christ, and unite ourselves to him. We say the Creed. Because we were infants when this happened and because our godparents made some very serious promises to God for us at that time, it is of the utmost importance for us to repeat personally for ourselves both the renunciation of Satan and the confession of Jesus when we reach the age of reason. For baptism is not a divine pass that will get us into heaven automatically. Neither can we enter into heaven on someone else’s faith. A baptized Christian -especially in the churches in which infant baptism is practiced - needs to make a personal decision regarding the Christian faith which he has passively inherited from his Christian environment.

Hard Sayings:     “I say to you, with difficulty will a rich man enter the kingdom of heaven. And further I say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 19:24; Mk 10:25; Lk 18:25).

Riches make it difficult to enter the kingdom of heave. Because riches encourage a false independence; they shackle man to this earth; and tend to make a man selfish.
He Who Knows:  A famous university professor went on vacation to an isolated forest, to enjoy peace. There he found a little old house, with a man living in it. He provided for himself with the fruits of a little garden.  He had a small boat with which he carried to the other side of the river anyone who would pay him a small fee. The professor asked him to take him across.


- Do you know something of physics? - asked him the professor.


- I have no idea what that is- replied the man.


- You have lost 20% of your life. Do you know something of chemistry?


   
- I have never heard even the word-. 


- You have lost another 20% of your life. Do you know something about philosophy?


-No idea - replied the boatman.-


-Then you have lost another 20% of your life.

At this moment the boat hit a stone and overturned. The boatman and the professor began to struggle in the heavy current.


- Do you know how to swim? -asked the boatman.


- No, I don’t know.


- Then you have lost all of your life, said the boatman.

NOTE: this is also true of eternal salvation. He who is saved, knows everything and saved his life. He who is condemned knows nothing and lost his life.

          End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Collection: 
5/2/2010   Regular: $ 2,004
To Tithe is to Show that We Care For the Church
Liturgy Intentions
To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity: George & Rouaida Alcheikh and Family
Health & Speedy Recovery: Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Violet Attiyeh, 

Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, 

Claudia Halasa, Marie Souri, Antoinette Mansour, Alice Nasr, 

Nazha Massih and  Marcel Maloyan. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 
Lana Noujeime (6-month memorial)
By George Alcheikh & Family


Antoun Naffah



By the Naffah Family
Philip & Lily Metres and

Henry & Sheila Dannemann

By Philip & Kay Metres
Jamileh Nijmeh



By George Fakhouri & Family
Janette Haffar



By Fahim & Berta Shadid

Archbishop Anthony Hayek (5/1/2010),
Fr. Joseph Dagher (5/18/1997),
Fr. Abraham Kattan and 
Fr. Makarios Samaha


By our Church

