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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, May 30, 2010                                                                                    الأحد 30 أيار 2010   

1st Sunday after the Pentecost, All Saints            الأحد الأول بعد العنصرة، أحد جميع القديسين                                                                 


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                     Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon Prayer: O Lord, Lover of Mankind, who are wonderful in your saints, who are the source of all holiness, You gave us your divine command: Be holy for I am Holy.  You poured the Spirit of Holiness in our hearts. You made us temples for your glory. We pray You, by your mercy, to make us faithful to that Life-giving Spirit. Enlighten our minds so that we may understand your Plan of Salvation and please You by doing your will all our life.  
For You are the wellspring of all holiness, and to You we render glory, thanksgiving and worship, Father, Son and Holy spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
صلاة الأنديفونة: أيُها الربُّ المحبُّ البشر، يا مَن هو عجيبٌ في  قدِّيسيه وينبوع كلِّ قداسة، يا مَن دعانا بأمره الإلهيّ: كونوا قدِّيسين لأني أنا قدوس، وأفاض في قلوبنا روحَ القداسة، وجعلنا هياكل له، نسألُ مراحمك أنْ تجعلنا أُمناءَ لهذا الروحِ المحيي، وتُنيرَ منا العقول لنُدركَ تدبيرَِك الخلاصيّ، ونعملَ بحَسبِ ما يُرضيكَ كلُ أيَّامِ حياتنا.  لأنك أنت هو مصدرُ كلَّ قداسة، وإليك نرفعُ المجدَ والشُّكر والسُّجود، أيُّها الآبُ والابن والروح القدس، الآن وكلَّ أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين.
Antiphon: O Son of God, who are risen from the dead, save us you sing to You: Alleluia!                
- Blessed the Lord, O my soul! May all that is in me bless his holy name.

- باركي يا نفسي الرب. ولا تنسي أيًا من إحساناته جميعًا.

- He who pardons all your sins, and heals all your diseases.
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (8th Tone): You descended from on high, O compassionate One, * and consented to burial for three days * that You might free us form suffering. * O Lord, our life and our resurrection, * glory to You!
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الثامن): إنحدرتَ من العلاءِ أيها المتحنن، وقبلتَ الدفنَ ثلاثةَ أيام، لكي تعتقنا من الآلام، فيا حياتنا وقيامتنا، يا رب المجد لك.
Troparion of All Saints (4th Tone): O Christ God, your church clothed with the blood of you martyrs all over the world, as with purple and fine linen, cries out to You: send your mercy upon your people, grant peace to your fold and extend your great compassion upon our souls.
نشيد جميع القديسين (باللحن الرابع): أَيها المسيحُ الاله، ان كنيستَك المتسربلةَ دماءَ شهدائِك الذين في كلِ العالم، مثل بَزٍّ وأُرجوان، تهتفُ اليكَ بواسطتِهم: أَرسل رأْفتَكَ على شعبك، وهَبْ لرعيتَِك السلام، ولنفوسِنا عظيمَ الرحمة.
Kondakion of the Preparation for the Feast of the Divine Body (2nd Tone): O Faithful let us prepare our hearts as precious vessels to partake of the Lord’s Banquet, with pure dispositions, and let us offer a hymn of praise in preparation to this great festivity.
قنداق الختام لتقدمة عيد الجسد (باللحن الثاني): لنهيّيءِ اليومََ القلوبَ، يا مؤمنين، كآنيةٍ نقية، لنقبلَ بضميرٍ نقيّ ٍ وليمةَ الربّ. مقدّمينَ تسبيحاً لتقدمةِ العيد.
Epistle: Prokimenon: Awesome in his saints is God, the God of Israel.

                                      In the churches, bless God, the Lord out of Israel’s wellspring.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (11: 33-40; 12: 1)
BRETHREN, all of the saints by faith conquered kingdoms, wrought justice, obtained the fulfillment of promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, recovered strength from weakness, became valiant in battle, routed foreign armies. Women had their dead returned to them through resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to yield for their release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others again suffered mockery and beatings, even chains and jailings. They were stoned, they were cut to pieces, they were put to the test, they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, anguished, afflicted (of whom the world was not worthy) wandering in deserts, mountains, caverns and holes in the ground.  And all of these, in spite of the positive witnessing of faith, failed to receive what was promised, for God was keeping something better in store for us, so that they were not to reach their final perfection without us. And so, having such a cloud of witnesses over us, let us get rid of every burden, and of the sin entangling us, and run with endurance to the fight proposed to us, contemplating the author and final end of faith, Jesus.     
- The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and he delivered them from all their trials.
- Many are the trials of the just, hut out of them all, the Lord will save them.
الرسالة: البروكيمنون: عجيبٌ الله في قديسيه، إِلهُ اسرائيل.
                              في المجامعِ باركوا الله الربَّ من ينابيعِ اسرائيل.  
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى العبرانيين (11: 23-12: 2) 
يا إِخوة، إِن القديسينَ جميعاً بالإِيمانِ قد قهَرُوا المَمالكَ وعَمِلوا البرَّ، ونالُوا الموعدَ وسَدَّوا أَفواهَ الأُسود، وأَطفأُوا قُوَّهَ النَّارَ، ونَجَوا مِن حَدِ السَّيف، وتَقَوَّوا مِن ضُعفٍ، وصارُوا أَشِدَّاءَ في القِتالِ وكَسرُوا مُعَسكراتِ الأَجانِب.  واستَرجَعَت نساءٌ أَمواَتهَّ بالقياَمة. وآخرونَ قد عُذّبُوا بتَوتيرِ الأَعضاء والضَّرب، وَلمْ يقَبَلُوا النَّجاةَ ليَحصُلوا على قيامَةٍ أَفضَل. وآخرونَ قد ذاقَوا الهُزْءَ والسِياطَ والقُيُودَ أَيضاً والسّجِن. رُجِمُوا، نُشرُوا، أمتُحنُوا، ماتوا بحَدّ ِالسَّيف، ساحُوا في جُلودِ الغَنَمِ والمَعْزٍ، مُعوِزينَ، مُضايَقينَ، مَجهُودين. ولَم يكُن العاَلمُ مُستحقّاً لَهُم، تائهينَ في البرارِيِّ والجِبالِ والَمغاوِر ِ وكُهوفِ الأَرض. فهؤُلاءِ كلُهُمُ المشهُودُ لهُم بالايمانِ لم يَنالُوا اَلموعِد، لأَنَّ اللهَ قد سَبَقَ فَنَظَرَ لنا شَيئاً أَفضَل، لكَي لآ يُكمَلوا بمَعزلٍ عنَّا. فلذلك نحن أَيضاً إِذ يُحدِقُ بنا مثلُ هذا السحابِ من الشهود، فلنُلقِ عنَّا كلَّ ثِقلٍ والخطيئةَ المحيطةَ بنا بسهولة، ولنسعَ بصبرٍ في الميدان الموضوعِ أَمامَنا، جاعلينَ نظَرنا الى يسوعَ مُبدئِ الايمانِ ومُكِمّله.
- الصدّيقونَ صرخوا والربُّ استمعَ لهم، ومن جميعِ مضايقهم نجَّاهم.
- كثيرةٌ مضايقُ الصدّيقين، ومن جميعها يُنَجّيهم الربّ.
Gospel (Matthew 10:32-38 & 19:27-30): Conditions of Discipleship
The Lord said to his disciples, “Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I in turn will disown before my Father in heaven. Anyone who loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me and anyone does not take up his cross and follow me, is not worthy of me.” Then Peter addressed him saying, “Behold, we have left all and followed you; what then shall we have?” And Jesus said to them, “Amen I say to you that you who have followed me, in the regeneration when Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, shall also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left house, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall possess life everlasting. But many who are first now will be last, and many who are last now will be first.”
الإنجيل (متى 10 :32 – 38 و 19: 27 -30): شروط التتلمذ 

قال الربُّ لتلاميذِه: كلُّ مَن يَعتَرِفَ بي قُدامَ الناس، أعترِفُ أَنا أَيضاً به قدامَ أَبي الذي في السَّماوات. ومَن يُنكِرُني قُدامَ الناس، أُنكِرهُ أَنا أَيضاً قُدامَ أَبي الذي في السَّماوات. لا تظُنُّوا أَني جِئتُ لأُلقِيَ على الأَرضِ سَلاماً. لم آتِ لأُلقِيَ سلاماً بَل سيفاً. لقد جِئتُ لأُفقرّقَ الانسان عن أَبيه، وألأبنةَ عن أُمِها، والكَنَّةَ عن حَماتِها. وأَعداءُ الإِنسانِ أَهلُ بَيتِه.  مَن أَحبَّ أَباً أَو أمَّاً أََكثرََ منّي فلا يَستحِقُّني، ومَنْ أَحبَّ ابناً أَو بِنتاً أَكثرََ منّي فلا يَستحقُّني. ومَن لا يأْخُذْ صليبَه ويَتبَعنْي فلا يَستحِقُّني. فأَجابَ بُطرُسُ وقالَ لهُ: ها نَحنُ قد ترَكْنا كلَّ شيءٍ وتَبِعَناك، فما عَسى اذأَن يكونَ لنا؟ فقالَ له يسوع:الحقَّ أَقولُ لكم، أَنتُمُ الذين تبعْتُموني في عَهدِ التجديد، متى جَلَسَ ابنُ الإِنسانِ على عَرشِ مَجدِه، تَجلِسونَ َ أَنتم أَيضاً على اثنَيْ عشَرَ عَرشاً، وتَدينون أَسباط إِسرائيلَ الأثنَيْ عشَر. وكلُّ مَن تركَ بُيوتاً، أَو إِخوةً، أَو أَخواتٍ ٍ، أَو أَباً، أَو أَماً، أَو امرَأَةً، أَو بَنين، أَو حُقولاً مِنْ أَجلِ اسمي، يأَخُذُ مِئةَ ضِعف، ويَرِثُُ الحياةَ َ الأَبديَّة. وكَثيرون أَوَّلون يَكونون آخِرين، وأخِرونَ يكونونَ أَوَّلِين.
Kinonikon: Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting. Alleluia! 
ترنيمة المناولة:  ابتهجوا أَيها الصدّيقون بالربّ، بالمستقيمينَ يليقُ التسبيح،  هللويا. 
Announcements

Children’s Bible Study:  Every Sunday after the Bible’ readings, all children under 11 will attend a Bible Study with Dr. Lina Massih in the basement.  Please make sure your children will attend.

Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 

Graduation Ceremony: Today, We celebrate the end of another fun and exciting year of learning here at Saint John. The kids will sing at the hall, just after the Liturgy. Please join us and enjoy the celebration with our beloved children. 
MAYA Fundraising: Today, Maya is hosting a BBQ to raise funds for the Pre-convention.  Please encourage and support our youth.

20th Tele-Lumiere Anniversary: "Tele-lumiere has become a shining light in the Middle East and beyond, bringing the message of hope, peace, and love to all people. It has also become a great tool of unity among all the Christians of the East. We are all urged to support it in any way possible by praying for it and lending it any moral or financial support." 

St. John Annual Spring Bash: Bringing Young Meddle Eastern Christian Professionals together and let’s celebrate, on Friday, June 4, at 8:00 pm. at Juliana’s: 3001 W. Paterson Ave. Chicago, IL. Live Music, DJ, Dinner and Dessert Buffet & much much more.

For More Information Please Contact:JoAnn Fakhouri , David Dukum , Lana Nesheiwat, and Hana Elhori.
Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara 

Liturgical Books:  Our Liturgical Books are getting old and dated.  The Cathedral has reviewed and updated those books.  We need sponsors to provide our church with the new revised versions.  Thank you for your support.

46th Melkite National Convention: June 30th to July 4th at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Bellevue City. Rev. Father Samir Abu-Lail would like to kindly remind you all about the Seattle Convention nd and to draw your attention to the promotions and interviews regarding the Convention running on Noursat in English and Arabic. Also, Father Samir would like to remind you of the 1 June deadline (TODAY) for ads in the convention souvenir book.  He will publish the ads free of charge, but would be most grateful for your generous monetary support of his fledgling mission. 
Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.

AAAEA Sholarships: For Academic Year 2010/2011, Scholarships in the amount of $1000-$2000 based on merit, are available to undergraduate and graduate students who are AAAEA members pursuing a field of study leading to a degree in engineering, architecture or computer science at an accredited College or University in the State of Illinois or who are Illinois residents attending college elsewhere. DEADLINE: Application and attachments must be received starting May 15 but NO later than June 15, 2010.  For requirements, qualifications and other details: go to “aaaea.org”, Click (l) “members” (on Home Page); (2) “scholarship” (on next screen; (3) “Scholarship Application Form”(at bottom left hand side of screen).

The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.

Vatican Publishes A Book by Patriarch Kirill

(Marks Growth in Catholic, Russian Orthodox Relations)

The Vatican Publishing House is publishing a book by Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and of All Russia. This gesture follows a similar move of the Moscow Patriarchate, which last December published a book with texts from Benedict XVI regarding European culture.
Now, the Italian-language book with addresses by the Russian Orthodox patriarch, titled "Liberta e Responsabilita alla Ricerca dell'Armonia" (Liberty and Responsibility in the Search of Harmony) was officially presented on Monday, May 17th at the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart in Milan
The work brings together the most important addresses on human rights given by Patriarch Kirill. In it, he wrote, "We have a common vision with the Pope on the protection of the dignity of man in Europe." For this reason, he said, "today the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church are the only ones naturally allied in the hard struggle against the liberalist and secularist ideology… In the West there is the desire to relegate the faith to the private realm in a way that is almost worse than the Soviet regime did in our country," the patriarch wrote. To overcome it, he added, the Church will have to enter "into a serious dialogue, devoid of prejudices, with lay and liberal humanism," but without falling into the temptation of "unilateralism." 
Hopeful?? "It is a harsh analysis but full of hope," stressed Pierluca Azzaro, professor of politics at the university and the book's editor. "Pope Benedict XVI and Patriarch Kirill exhort Christians of East and West not to be conformed to the mentality of this century… They invite all of us to profess our creed in the Church founded by Christ the Savior, to defend liberty as an indisputable but not unlimited value: by its most profound nature, liberty is, and always will be, linked to truth," Azzaro said.                                                                                                      ROME, May 14, 2010 (Zenit.org)
Fr. Marzal Bulletin

Knowing the Bible: Do we know with certainty who were the human authors of the Books of the Bible?  For a believer who reads the Sacred Scripture to find in it guidance and spiritual consolation, asking who was the human author of this or that book is like the case of a person who receives a letter from the president of the nation and begins to wonder whether the president used this or that kind of pen. The instrument used for writing is not the important thing; the important thing is the principal author who sends the message, in this case God.  Nevertheless, scholars pay attention also to the details, and the believer can also draw some benefits for his faith if he knows something about the process how God produce the sacred books. Some points must be kept in mind.
In the modern concept, an author is a man who conceives the idea of writing a book, investigates the sources, evaluates their accuracy, writes a draft, make corrections, etc. and finally publishes the book under his name. But this modern concept of author is not the concept of the ancient and biblical world.  In general, the sacred authors do not create their works; but more often they limit themselves to repeat the oral or written traditions that were available in their times. Often they just put these traditions side by side, or summarize them, or make small changes. We see this process used very much in the first five books of the Bible, and in the Gospels of Mt., Mk, and Lk. God used those instruments of antiquity to write the books as they were written in antiquity.  In reality, we know very few names of the authors of the books of the Bible. In those times, the writers did not sign their names in their books. The titles of the books often refer to the content (like the book of the Judges, of Job, etc.; or they refer to the person to whom tradition attributed the book. Also often, posterior authors (prophets, priests, disciples) added new material to the previous book. It was also a custom to write a book and attribute it to a well-known personality.

We must keep in mind that the inspiration of a sacred book does not depend of our knowing who was the its author or authors, but of the work of God leading him or them to express the divine truth. The final, complete book, was handed to the Church as a source of revelation.

St. Paul says: “All Scripture is inspired by God, and useful for teaching for reproving, for correcting , for instructing in justice; that the man of God may be perfect, equipped for every good work” ( 2 Tim 3:16-17).

Sunday of All the Saints: The first Sunday after Pentecost is dedicated to the commemoration of all the saints. Sanctity is the work of the Holy Spirit; all Christian holiness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. There is therefore a logical link between today’s feast and that of the last Sunday.  The Roman calendar celebrates the same feast on November 1st. Saintliness is the state of the soul united to God through the operation of the Holy Spirit.

Sacred Symbols: The rings in Holy Matrimony: The rings are blessed by the priest. They are means of betrothal from the most ancient times. The exchange signifies that in the married life the weakness of one partner is compensated by the strengths of the other, the imperfection of one by the perfections of the other.  By themselves, the newly betrothed are incomplete; together they are made perfect. Thus the exchange of rings ( as does the exchange of the crowns and the drinking from the common cup in the Byzantine wedding ) gives expression to the fact that the spouses in marriage will constantly be complementing each other. Each will be enriched and will enrich the union.

Hard Sayings:  “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before you. If you were of the world, the world would love what is its own. But because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world , therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I have spoken to you: No servant is greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will persecute you also“ ( John 15:18:20). The “world” here means human society organizing itself without God and against God. In ancient times, the Jews and the Roman persecuted the Church of God, the followers of Jesus Christ. We all know the history of the martyrs and confessors of the faith.  In our times, still there are Christian people who are persecuted and killed by governments and groups, in some parts of the world. In the UU.EE. of America the persecution in the latest times have taken the form of legislations against Christian beliefs and practices. And especially the “world” has been very effective in using our courts system to limit, erase or punish Christian behaviors, and promote anti-Christian ways. The world’s hatred of Christianity is part of our life. And remember, if the “world” loves you and praises you, YOU must be part of the “world”, because the “world” does not hates what is its own.

Extreme case: A man was so thrifty that he found a band aid, and made a cut in his finger to use it.                                                                                                 
End of Fr. Marzal Bulletin
Collection: 
5/30/2010   Regular: $1,206 !!!
                                        Spanish: $   120
Liturgy Intentions
To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity: MAYA




  Lucy Cavalcanti & Family
Health & Speedy Recovery: Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Elie Ghawi, 
Violet Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh 
Zanayed, Claudia Halasa, Marie Souri, Antoinette Mansour, Alice 
Nasr, Nazha Massih and Marcel Maloyan. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 
Tiffany Cavalcanti & George Ghawi  By Lucy Cavalcanti & Family

Janette Haffar


       By Nouha Ferraye & Family
Lana Noujeime


       By Nohra N. Nasr


Chuck Basile


       By the Naffah Family

Jamileh Nijmeh


       By Maha Noujeime

Frs. George Essa Badie (6/3/97) 

and Raphael Riashi (6/6/63) 
       By our Church

