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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, June 13, 2010                                                                            الأحد 13 حزيران 2010   

3rd Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                 الأحد الثاني بعد العنصرة


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                     Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- The Lord pardons all your sin, O my soul, and heals all your diseases.
- الرب يفتدي من الفساد حياتكِ يا نفسي، هو الذي يكللكِ بالرحمة والرأفة.
- Who fills your longing with what is good, and your youth is renewed like the eagle’s!
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (2nd Tone): When you descended to death, O Immortal Life, You destroyed Hades by the splendor of your Divinity, and when you raised the dead from under the ground, all the Powers of heaven cried out: O Christ our God, the giver of life, glory to you.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الثاني): لما نزلت الى الموت، أيها الحياةُ الخالدة، أمتَ الجحيم بسنى لاهوتك. ولما أقمتَ الاموات من تحت الثرى، صرخت جميعُ قوات السماويين: أيها المسيحُ ألهنا، يا مُعطي الحياة، المجد لك.
Troparion of the patron of the church نشيد لشفيع الكنيسة                                                      
Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
القنداق (باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخزى، ووسيطتَهم الدائمةَ لدى الخالق، لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين اليكِ. بل بما انكِ صالحة، بادري الى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ اليكِ بايمان:هلمي الى الشفاعة، وأسرعي الى الابتهال، يا والدةَ الالهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرميكِ.
Epistle of the Feast: Prokimenon: 
My strength and my courage is the Lord, and he has been my Savior.
The Lord has chastised me through his teaching, yet he has not delivered me to death.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (5: 1-10)
BRETHREN, now that we have been justified by faith, let us have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have access by faith to that grace in which we stand and exult in the hope of God’s glory. And not only this, but we exult also in tribulations, who resist knowing that tribulation produces endurance, and endurance challenge, and challenge hope, and hope does not deceive, for God’s love is poured forth in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  For why did Christ die at the appointed time for the wicked while we were still weak? Hardly would someone die for a just man; perhaps someone would have the courage to die for a virtuous man. But God proves his love for us, since Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Much more now that we are made just in his blood, shall we be saved by him from wrath.  For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled with God through his death, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.    
- May the Lord answer you in the days of distress; may the name of the God of Jacob defend you.
- O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Reflection Questions: 

How does suffering affect our sense of peace? 

What can we learn from Paul’s view of having peace in the face of suffering?   

It is sometimes much easier to feel that God is angry at us than to know that he loves us. Yet St. Paul makes a point of the fact that we are loved, and that God has demonstrated his love by sending his son to die for us.  

How does that change the way we feel about God? 

How does that affect our view of how God looks at us?  

Suggested Prayer: 

O God, help us to trust that our sufferings will not be wasted, but that in your hands, you will use them for good. Help us to know your love regardless of our circumstances. 
الرسالة للعيد: البروكيمنون: الربُ  قوَّتي وتسبيحي لقد كان لي خلاصاً.
                                     أَدبَّني الربُّ تأْديباً، والى الموتِ لم يُسْلمْني.  
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل رومة (5: 1-10) 
يا إِخوة،. إِذ قد بُرّرنا بالايمان، لنا سلامٌ لدى اللهِ بربّنا يسوعَ المسيح الذي نلنا بة أيضاً الدخولَ بالايمانِ الى هذة النعمة، التي نحنُ مقيمون فيها، ومفتخرونَ في رجاءِ مجدِ الله. وليس هذا فقط، بل نفتخرُ أَيضاً في الشدائد، عالمينَ بأَنَّ الشدَّة تُنِشءُ صبراً والصبرُ امتحاناً، والامتحانُ رجاءً، والرجاءُ لا يُخزى، لان محبَّةَ اللهِ قد أُفيضت في قلوبِنا بالروحِ القدسِ الُمعطى لنا. لان المسيحَ، ونحنُ بعد ضعفاء، قد ماتَ في الاوانِ عن الكافرين. ولا يكادُ أحدٌ يموت عن بارّ، فلعلّ أحداً يُقدِمُ أن يموتَ عن صالح. أَما اللهُ فيُبرهنُ على محَّبتِة لنا، بأَنَّ المسيح، ونحن بعد خطأَة، قد ماتَ عنَّا، فبالاحرى كثيراً اذ قد بُرّرِنا بدمِه نخلصُ به من الغضب. لانا اذا كنَّا قد صولحنا مع الله بموتِ ابنِه ونحنُ أَعداء، فبالأَحرى كثيراً ونحنُ مصاَلحونَ نخلُص بحياِته.
- ليستجبّ لكَ الربُّ في يوم الضيق، ليعضُدْك اسمُ الهِ يعقوب.
- خلّص ياربُّ شعبَك، وبارك ميراثَك.
Gospel of the Feast (Mt 6:22-33): Divine Providence
The Lord said: The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. Therefore if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness itself! No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will stand by the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, what you shall eat and drink; nor yet for your body, what you shall wear. Is not life a greater thing than food, and the body than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow, or reap, or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you of much more value than they? But which of you by being anxious about it can add to his stature a single cubit? And as for clothing, why are you anxious? See how the lilies of the field grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory was adorned like one of these. But if God so clothes the wild flower of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more you, O you of little faith! Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or, ‘What shall we drink?’, or, ‘What are we to wear?’ (For all these things the Gentiles seek); for your heavenly Father knows you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and his justice, and all the rest shall be given you besides.”
Reflection Questions: 

In what ways do we try to serve both God and money?   

How does anxiety about money interfere with our relationship with God?  

If we seek the Kingdom of God and his righteousness first, Jesus is promising that all these things will be given to us. How does that apply to us?   

How do we seek God first? 

 Suggested Prayer: O God, we pray that you would help us to always put you first. Give us the faith we need to believe you.
الإنجيل (متى 6: 22-33): العناية الإلهية 

قال الربُّ: سراجُ الجسدِ العين. فإِنْ كانتْ عينُك بسيطةٌ، فجسدُك كلُه يكون نيّراً. وإِنْ كانت عينُك شريرةٌ، فجسدُكَ كلُه يكون مُظلِماً. واذا كان النورُ الذي فيكَ ظلاماً، فالظلامُ كم يكون مُدلَهِماً؟ لا يستطيعُ أحدٌ أَن يَعبُدَ ربَّين. فإِنهُ إِما يُبغضُ الواحدَ ويحبُّ الآخر، أَو يُلازمُ الواحدَ ويَرْذلُ الآخر. لا تَقدِرون أَنْ تعبُدوا اللهَ والمال. فلِهذا أَقولُ لكم: لا تهتمُوا لنفسكُم بما تَأكلون، بما تشربون، ولا لجسَدِكم بما تلبَسون. أَليستِ النَّفسُ أَفضلَ من الطعام، والجسدُ افضلَ من اللباس؟ أَنظورا الى طيورِ السماء، فإنها لا تزرع ولا تحصُدُ ولا تجمعُ في الأهراء، وأَبوكم السماويُّ يقوتُها.  أَفلستمُ أَنتُم أَفضلَ منها؟ مَن منكم يَقدِرُ باهتمامة، أن يزيدَ على قامتهِ ذراعاً واحدة؟ ولماذا تَهتمُونَ بالباس؟ تأَملوا زنارقَ الحقل كيف تَنمو. إِنها لا تَتعَبُ ولا تَغزِل. وأَنا أَقولُ لكم: إِنَّ سليمانَ نفسهُ في كلّ مجدِهِ لم يَلبسْ كواحدةٍ منها. فإِذا كانَ عُشبُ الحقل الذي يكون اليومَ، وغداً يُطرحُ في التَّنُّور، يُلبِسُةُ اللهُ هكذا، أَفلا يُلبسكُم بالأَحرى أنتُم يا قليلي الايمان.  فلا تهتَمُوا إِذَن قائِلين، ماذا نَأْكُل، أَو ماذا نَشرَب، أَو ماذا نَلبَس. فإِنَّ هذا كلَّهُ تطلُبُه الأُمَم، وأَبوكُمُ السماويُّ يَعلَمُ أَنَّكُم تَحتاُجون الى هذا كُلهِ. بَلِ اطلُبوا أَوَّلاً ملَكوتَ اللهِ وبِرَّهُ، وهذا كلُهُ يُزادُ لكُم.
Announcements

Children’s Bible Study:  Every Sunday after the Bible’ readings, all children under 11 will attend a kids sermon with Dr. Lina Massih in the basement. Please make sure your children will attend.
Father’s Day June 20th:  Next Sunday we Celebrate Father’s Day; we will have a special blessing for all the fathers during the Divine Liturgy.  If you wish to remember someone, alive or deceased, at Liturgy on that Day, call or e-mail the office at 708/492-0391 or stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com.   Prayer is the best gift that we can offer someone.  It is also a personal demonstration of our faith and acknowledgement of God and His concern and care in our lives. You may send in your donation specifically indicating “Father’s Day Commemorations” on your check/envelope.
Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 
Coffee Hour:  Denise Shehata will be responsible for taking your name down when you are ready to sponsor the coffee hour.  She will also be calling the parishioners to provide sponsors for the coffee hour.  Thank you for your cooperation with Denise: 847/705-5935. 
Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara .
Liturgical Books:  Our Liturgical Books are getting old and dated.  
The Cathedral has reviewed and updated those books.  We need sponsors 

to provide our church with the new revised versions.  Thank you for your support.

Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.

46th Melkite National Convention: June 30th to July 4th at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Bellevue City. Pay in advance and get Special Rate $99 per night to be paid in full, directly to St. Joseph Mission before June 15. The rate is limited and nonrefundable. First come first serve basis. Mail to St. Joseph Mission. P.O. Box 25845, Seattle, WA 98125.
The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.
AAAEA Sholarships: For Academic Year 2010/2011, Scholarships in the amount of $1000-$2000 based on merit, are available to undergraduate and graduate students who are AAAEA members pursuing a field of study leading to a degree in engineering, architecture or computer science at an accredited College or University in the State of Illinois or who are Illinois residents attending college elsewhere. DEADLINE: is May 15 but NO later than June 15, 2010.  For more details: go to “aaaea.org”. 

Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible: How does the Bible say that God created man?
The Bible describes thus the creation of the first man: “The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the soil. Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of life, and this man became a living being” (Gen 2:7).  In this simple, popular story, the Bible tells us the something about the nature of man and his origin. Man is not a god nor a simply product of nature. Man is above nature, and God is above man. Man is taken from the earth, and depends totally on God, who is the only one who gives and takes away the breath of life.  In its origin, man is a material-spiritual being, created by God. Man did not come be simply by matter evolving, but he became man by a divine intervention. This is meant by God’s putting in man the “breath of life”, the soul. 

Here the Bible does not pretend to teach the manner of man’s creation, whether it was a single moment or a process of years or centuries, nor does it teach whether the material element of man had or did not have other forms of existence before God put in it the “breath of life”, the soul.  The holy writer ignores and does not deal with modern scientific theories, like evolution; He only teaches that in the creation of man there was a special intervention of God, who made man a being of material and spiritual nature, above the rest of animals but inferior to God.

We can see how the writer used one of the experiences common in that culture. He had seen often how a potter takes a chunk of clay, put it in the potter wheel and with his hands he molds the clay to be a figurine, or vessel. So the sacred writer thought that he could use this image to present the creation of man: he has God form a figurine of clay (dust of earth), but then God perfects His work, by blowing the breath of life in the face of the clay figurine, which thus becomes the “living man”, the man with the breath of life.

Body and Soul: The Church teaches that every spiritual soul is created immediately by God - it is not “produced” by the parents - and also that it is immortal: it does nor perish when it separates from the body at death, and it will be reunited with the body at the final Resurrection. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.366).

Sacred Symbols: The Pastoral Staff: The bishop’s pastoral staff expresses his function as the chief shepherd.  It is an instrument of support for the people and a means by which people can be lead. The cross at the top of the staff represents the all-powerful weapon by which evil can be vanquished    (In the Byzantine staff this evil is represented by two serpents on the bottom of the cross).

Another symbolism of the pastoral staff with the two snakes and the cross above them calls to mind the Old Testament when the Israelites were bitten by poisonous snakes as punishments for their grumbling  against God. Moses prayed to God beseeching His forgiveness and asking that He takes away the serpents. The Lord said to Moses: “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and every one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.“ So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole; and if a serpent bit any man, he would look at the bronze serpent and live (Num 21:7-9).  Thus the bishop’s pastoral staff is a powerful witness to the fact that salvation over sin (the serpent) is to be found only in the cross of Christ.

Hard Sayings:  When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth? (Lk 18:8).
We hear in our days that so many people are losing their Christian faith. In countries that were traditionally Christian, like Europe and the Americas, the reports say that less and less people practice the basic obligations of Christianity, like getting married in the Church, baptizing their babies, instructing them in the faith, avoiding contraception, abortion, pornography, etc. For some centuries Christianity was flourishing in countries like Turkey, the Middle East, Northern Africa; and now the Christian faith has almost disappeared  from there. It seems that the same thing may happen in Europe and the Americas. On the other side, the statistical book of the Catholic Church says that in parts of Africa and Asia Christianity is gaining millions of converts. Christ will be with His Church to the end of the world. The power of evil will not destroy the Church, but it is causing many souls to be lost. The family must make every effort to transmit the saving faith to its children. “He who has persevered to the end, will be saved” (Mt 10:22). 

Everything Going Up:  After confession:
- For your penance, you will say 10 times the “Our Father”, 5 times the “creed”, 3 times the Rosary, 50 times the “Jesus’ Prayer”, make 50 prostrations, and fast two days.

- Father, is there also inflation here?                                           End of Fr. Marzal Bulletin
Collection - 6/6/2010  
$1x76, $5x9, $10x9, $15x2, $20x15, $25x4, $30x2, $50x4, $60x1, 
$75x1, $100x2, $150x1  Total: Regular $1,317 - Spanish $ 69           
Liturgy Intentions
To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity  Bassam & Yasmine Dabaneh and family
Health & Speedy Recovery: Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Elie Ghawi, Violet Attiyeh, 
Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Claudia Halasa,
Marie Souri, Alice Nasr, Nazha Massih and Marcel Maloyan. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 
Sami Ibrahim Dababneh

By Bassam Dababneh & Family
Lana Noujeime


By Elie Wasiti


Tom & Nabiha Basil

By the Naffah Family

Jamileh Nijmeh


By George Alcheikh & Family
Bishop Justin Nijmeh (6/11/68)
Rt. Rev. Peter Hajjar (6/15/96) 

Rt.Rev. Charles Salim (2004)
By our Church
