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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Sts. Peter and Paul Feast
Peter and Paul were martyred in Rome under Emperor Nero in the year 67.  Peter was crucified head down, at his own request, and Paul, in his quality of Roman Citizen, was beheaded.  The Church unites them in a common celebration and gives them identical honor. 
Peter, a brother of Andrew the First-Called, was from Bethsaida.  They were the sons of Jonas, of the tribe of Simeon.  They lived by the work of their hands.  At the time when John the Baptist was in prison, Jesus came to the Lake of Genesareth, and finding Peter and Andrew mending their nets, He called them and they hollowed him without hesitation.  Peter preached the Gospel in Judea, founded the Church of Antioch and finally came to Rome.
Paul,, a Pharisee, belonged to the tribe of Benjamin.  He was born in Tarsus of Asia Minor.  At first, he persecuted the Church with great Zeal and violence, imprisoning and killing the Christians. But Christ appeared to him on the way to Damascus and changed his heart.  He was baptized in Damascus by Anamias.  He was to become one of the greatest exponents of Christ’s teachings, which he explained in his letters or epistles.
Sunday, June 27, 2010                                                                                            الأحد 27 حزيران 2010   

5th Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                            الأحد الخامس بعد العنصرة
We celebrate the Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul                                نحتفل اليوم بعيد القديسين بطرس وبولس


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                                (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                                        Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- The Lord deals not with us as our sins demand, nor does He repay our evil deeds.
- بل بمقدار ارتفاع السماء عن الأرض، عظم الرب رحمته على الذين يتّقونه.
- As far as the East stands away from the West, so far has He put our sins from us.
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (4th Tone): The Women disciples of the Lord heard from the Angels the joyful news of the resurrection and casting away the ancestral sentence, they announced with pride to the Apostles Death is vanquished, Christ God is risen! and has bestowed great mercy upon the world.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الرابع): إن تلميذات الرب تعلمنَ من الملاكِ بشرى القيامةِ البهيجة.  ونبذنَ القضاءَ على الجدين، وقلن للرسلِ مفتخراتٍ: لقد سُلب الموت، ونهض المسيحُ الاله، واهباً للعالمِ عظيمَ الرحمة.
Troparion of the Apostles Peter and Paul (4th Tone): O Princes of the Apostles and Teachers of the world, intercede with the Master of All that He may give peace to the world and great mercy to our souls.

نشيد الرسولين بطرس وبولس (باللحن الرابع): أيها المتقدّمان بالكرسيّ على الرسل، ومعلّما المسكونة. إشفعا إلى سيد الكل، أن يمنح المسكونة السلام، ونفوسنا عظيم الرحمة.
Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
القنداق (باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمةَ لدى الخالق، لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ. بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال، يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرّميكِ.
Epistle: Prokimenon: 
How great are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have wrought them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul! You are very great indeed, O Lord my God!
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (10: 1-10)
BRETHREN, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God in their behalf is for salvation. For I bear witness to them that they have zeal for God, but a zeal that is not informed. For ignorant of God’s holiness and seeking to establish their own, they have not submitted to the sanctification offered by God. For Christ is the consummation of the Law in terms of justification for everyone who believes.  For Moses has written that the man who brings about that justification which is of the Law shall live by it. (Lv.18: 5) But the justification which is of faith says, Do not ask in your heart, who shall go up to heaven that is, -- to bring down Christ. Or, Who will descend into the abyss that is, to bring up Christ from the dead? But what does it say? The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart. (Dt.30: 14) that is, the word of faith which we preach. For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is the Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you shall be saved. For a man believes with the heart and attains justification, but he professes his faith with his mouth and attains salvation.    
- String your bow, go forth, reign for the sake of truth, meekness and righteousness, and your right hand shall lead you wonderfully.
- You loved righteousness and hated iniquity: therefore God, your God, anointed you with the oil of joy above your companions.
Reflection Questions: 
How do we submit to the righteousness of God in our lives?

In what areas do we notice we still do not submit?

Are there areas where we create our own ideas of righteousness and ignore the righteousness that God wants?

Suggested Prayer: O God thank you for areas in my life that you have brought righteousness. Help me discern clearly what areas I misunderstand your call to righteousness, and help me to change according to your will for me.

الرسالة للعيد: البروكيمنون: ما أَعظمَ أَعمالَك يا ربّ، لقد صنعتَ جميعَها بحكمة.
                                     باركي يا نفسيَ الرب، أَيها الربُّ إِلهي لقد عَظُمْتَ جدًّا.  
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل رومة (10 :1-10) 
يا إِخوة، إن مَيْلَ قلبي وابتهالي إِلى الله، هما لأجلِ إسرائيل لكي يَخلُصوا. فإِني أَشهدُ لهم أَنَّ فيهم غيرةً لله، لكنَّها ليست عن معرفة. فإِنهم إذ جهلوا برّ الله، وطلبوا أن يقيموا برهم الخاص، لم يخضعوا لبر الله. لأن غايةَ الناموسِ هيَ المسيحُ للبِرِّ لكلِ من يؤمن. فإِن موسى يصفُ البِرَّ الذي من الناموس بأَنَّ الإنسانَ الذي يعملُ هذه الأشياءَ سيحيا فيها. وأَمَّا البِرُّ الذي من الإيمان، فيقولُ فيه هكذا: لا تَقُلْ في قلبِكَ مَنْ يصعدُ إِلى السماء، أَي ليُنزِلَ المسيح؟ أَو من يَهِبطُ إلى الهاوية، أَي ليُصعِدَ المسيح من بين الأموات؟ لكن ماذا يقول؟ إن الكلمةَ قريبةٌ منك، في فيكَ وفي قلبِكَ، يعني كلمةَ الإيمانِ التي نُبَشّرُ بها. لأنك إِنِ اعترفتَ بفمِكَ بالربِ يسوع، وآمنتَ في قلبِك أَنَّ الله قد أَقامه من بينِ الأموات، ستَخْلُص. لأنهُ بالقلبِ يُؤمَنُ للبِرّ، وبالفمِ يُعتَرَفُ للخلاص.
- اسْتَلَّ وسِرْ إِلى الأَمام، واملك في سبيل الحقِّ والدِّعة والبِرّ، فتهديكَ يمينكَ هدياً عجيباً.
- أحببتَ البِرّ وأَبغضتَ الإثم، لذلك مسحك الله إِلُهك بدُهنِ البهجةِ أَفضلَ من شركائِك.
Gospel of the Feast (Mt 8:28-9:1): Healing of the Gerasene Demoniacs
At that time as Jesus reached the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two men who were possessed, coming from the tombs, so exceedingly fierce that no one could pass by that way. And behold, they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with you, Jesus Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” Now at a distance from them there was a herd of many swine, feeding. And the devils kept begging him, saying, “If you cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.” And he said to them, “Go!” And they came out and entered into the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed from the top of the cliff into the sea, and perished in the water. But the swineherds fled, and going away into the town, they reported everything, and what had befallen the men possessed by - demons. And behold, all the town came out to meet Jesus; and on seeing him they insisted that he leave their district. And getting into a boat, he crossed over and came into his own town.
Reflection Questions:
The people from the town were afraid that Jesus would upset the rhythm of their lives. Sometimes Jesus is trying to make changes in our lives and we don’t want him to.

In what ways is Jesus trying to make a change in my life?

In what ways do I resist Him?

In what ways do I welcome Him and the changes He wants to make?

Suggested Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, give me a heart that wants you above all else. I invite you to come into my life and make all the changes you feel are best.

الإنجيل (متى 8 : 28 إلى 9 : 1): شفاء مجنونَي الجدريّين 

في ذلكَ الزمان، أَتى يسوعُ إلى بُقعةِ الجِرْجسِيّين، فاستَقْبَلهُ رُجلانِ بهِما شياطين، خارجانِ مِنَ القُبورِ شَرِسانِ جدًّا بحيثُ لم يقوَ أَحَدٌ على أَن يَجتازَ من تلكَ الطريق. وإذا بهما يَصيحانِ قائلَين: ما لَنا ولكَ يا يسوعُ ابنَ الله؟ أَجئتَ إِلى ههُنا قبلَ الزمانِ لتُعَذِّبَنا؟ وكانَ على بُعدٍ منهُما قطيعُ خنازيرَ كثيرةٍ تَرعى. فأَخذَ الشياطينُ يتضرعون إليه قائلِين: إِنْ كُنتَ تُخرِجُنا، فائْذَنْ لنا أَنْ نَذهَبَ إِلى قَطيعِ الخنازيرِ. فقالَ لَهُم: اذهَبوا. فخرجوا وذهبُوا إِلى قطيعِ الخنازير. فإِذا بقطيعِ الخنازيرِ كلّه قد وَثَبَ عَن الْجُرُفِ إِلى البَحر، وماتَ في المِياه. أَمَّا الرُّعاةُ فهرَبوا ومضَوا إِلى المدينة، وأَخبروا بكلِّ شيىء، وبأَمرِ الْمُعترين. وإِذا المدينةُ كلُّها قد خرَجت لِلقاء يسوع.  فلمَّا أَبصروهُ طلبوا أَن يتحوَّلَ عن تُخومِهم. فرَكِبَ السفينةَ وعبَرَ وأَتى إِلى مدينتِهِ.
Announcements

Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 
Coffee Hour:  Denise Shehata will be responsible for taking your name down when you are ready to sponsor the coffee hour.  She will also be calling the parishioners to provide sponsors for the coffee hour.  Thank you for your cooperation with Denise 
Health & Speedy Recover:  As of the beginning of September 2010, all names of family and friends to be added under Health and Speedy Recovery will be mentioned and added to the Bulletin by request only and on weekly basis.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara (847)581-9786.

Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.

46th Melkite National Convention: June 30th is approaching and this marks the beginning of the Convention in Seattle.  I hope that many of you have reconsidered and decided to attend.  If you are planning to attend the Convention and if you would accept to be a delegate, please let me know.  On Sunday, July 4th, Fr. Thomas Baima, vice president of the Seminary in Mundelein will celebrate the Liturgy while Fr. Fouad attends the Convention.  I hope that all of those who are in Chicago will attend Liturgy that day.

The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible: May a Catholic believe in evolution? 
Does not evolution contradict the teaching of the Bible? Can evolution be reconciled with the theistic and Christian theory of life? Has not evolution proved the animal descent of man?

God is the Creator of all things, past, present and future. There can be neither existence nor life apart from His causal power. The whole world and each thing in it are to be traced ultimately to God. Catholics cannot accept a theory of evolution that eliminates God from the evolutionary process.

Evolution is one possible method God could have used in the production of living things. He could have, in the beginning, directly created one or several forms capable of evolving or developing into the various species of plants and animals which exist today. Scientists have found sufficient evidence that evolution is probable; but there are still many “missing links“, which have to be discovered to make evolution an established scientific fact.

The evolution of man presents a special problem by reason of his spiritual immortal soul. Catholics deny that the human soul has evolved from the soul of some animal. God directly creates each individual human soul at the moment He infuses it into the cell produced by the joint action of the male sperm and the female ovum. But what about man’s body?  Catholics are free to accept its evolution from some pre-existing anthropoid, but scientific evidence has to be presented.

The key question of human evolution is, “What is the origin of the body of the first man?” God may have formed it from already existing unorganized non-living matter or He may have used the existing body of an animal. Either method is compatible with the Biblical account, because neither the sacred writer nor the Church has defined the precise meaning of the phrase “dust of the earth”.

The Church allows research and discussion concerning the origin of the human body as coming from preexisting and living matter; but the Church obliges us to hold that souls are immediately created by God.

How do soul and body from a unity in the human being?

The human person is a being at once corporeal and spiritual. In man spirit and matter form one nature. This unity is so profound that, thanks to the spiritual principle which is the soul, the body which is material, becomes a living human body and participates in the dignity of the image of God. (Compendium, n. 69).
Sacred Symbols: Incense = Prayer:
The cloud of incense symbolizes the presence of God, at the same time that it hides God Himself from human eyes.

Incense also means the prayers of the saints ascending to God. “Let my prayer rise like incense before you, my hands like the evening sacrifice” we sing in Ps. 140:2. Burning incense before Jesus is a public confession of faith in Him as our true God. The rising smoke of the incense calls on us to seek constantly the things that are above, where Jesus is seated at the right hand of God. It raises our sights from earth to heaven.

In the Book of Revelation we read, “And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer; and he was given much incense to mingle with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar before the throne; and the smoke of the incense rose with the prayers of the saints from the hand of the angel before God” (Rev. 8:3-4). Here we see that the incense represents the prayers of the saints -both those in heaven and those on earth- rising up to God as a fragrant offering of thanksgiving, as they sing a new song, “Worthy is the Lamb”.

In the Roman Empire all subjects were require to appear before a statue of Caesar yearly, throw a pinch of incense into the fire that burned before it, and say, “Caesar is Lord.“ Because the early Christians refuse to do this, they were thrown to the lions. It was unthinkable for them to confess publicly someone other than Jesus as their true God. Christians would burn incense before no one but the one, true Lord. This is one reason we continue to use incense in our worship today.

Hard Sayings:
Someone said to Him: “Lord, are only a few to be saved?” But He said to them: “Strive to enter by the narrow gate; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able” (Lk. 13:23-24). Most likely this questioner assumed that the kingdom of God was for the Jews and that gentiles (non-Jews) would be all shut out. Jesus’ answer must have come as a shock to him. Jesus declared that salvation, entry into the kingdom of God, can never be automatic but is the result and the reward of a struggle. “Keep on striving to enter,” he said. We run a certain danger. It is easy to think that, once we have made a commitment of ourselves to Jesus Christ, we have reached the end of the road and can, as it were, sit back as if we had achieved our goal. There is no such finality in the Christian life. A man must ever be going forward or necessarily he goes backward. The Christian way is like a climb up a mountain pathway towards a peak which will never be reached in this world. For the Christian, life is ever an upward and an onward way.

In the Doctor’s Office:
- Doctor, I see blue elephants everywhere.

- Have you already seen a psychologist?

- No, only blue elephants.                                                            End of Fr. Marzal Bulletin
Collection - 6/20/2010  
$1x27, $5x7, $10x10, $15x4 $20x13, $25x3, 
$30x1, $50x4, $100x2, $150x1, $200x1, 400x1 
Total: Regular $1,377 - Spanish $ 128           
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity:  Violet Attiyeh & Mary Khoury & Family
Health & Speedy Recovery: Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Elie Ghawi, Violet Attiyeh, 
Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Claudia Halasa,
Marie Souri, Alice Nasr, Nazha Massih and Marcel Maloyan. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Khalil Atyieh (40-day-memorial)
By Violet Atyieh and Family
Lana Noujeime


By Patricia Fitzgerald


Marie Naffah


By the Naffah Family

Jamileh Nijmeh


By Ibrahim Kuttab & Family
Fr. Clement Sawaya (7/1/69),

Fr. Malatios Mufleh (7/4/64)’
Fr. Lawrence Sawaya (1981) and
Fr. Antoine Sharkey

By our Church
