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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Saints we Commemorate this Week
Andrew, born in Damascus in the year 660, was ordained for the Church of Jerusalem.  He was sent to the Sixth Ecumenical Council in Constantinople which condemned the Monothelites in 685.  He then lived in various monasteries in the capital and was appointed Director of Holy Wisdom.  Later, he was elevated to the See of Gortyna in Crete.  He composed many hymns, the best known of which is his Great Canon which is probably the model of all other canons.  His courage was exemplary as he was called upon to defend the meaning of Icons against the attacks of Emperor Leo the Isaurian.  He died in the year 740.
Athanasius Is the founder of the Great Lavra Monastery on Mount Athos.
Lampados lived in Isauria in the tenth century.

Marta, the mother of the saint whose feast is celebrated on May 24, was known for her charity and love of the poor.  She died in 551.
Sunday, July, 4, 2010                                                                                          الأحد 4 تموز2010   

6th Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                          الأحد السادس بعد العنصرة


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                      (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                                        Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20)
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- As kind as a father is towards his children, so kind is the Lord for those who fear Him.
- لأنه عالم بجبلتنا، وذاكر أننا تراب.
- A man! His days resemble grass: as a flower of the field, so shall he bloom, but let a breath pass over him and he is gone, and never shall he know his place again.
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (5th Tone): Let us O Faithful praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.  For He has willed to be lifted in the flesh upon the Cross, and to endure death, and to raise the dead by his glorious Resurrection.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الخامس): لننشد نحن المؤمنين ونسجدْ للكلمة، الأزليّ مع الآبِ والروح، المولود من العذراء لخلاصنا. لأنه ارتضى أن يصعدَ بالجسدِ على الصليب، ويحتمل الموت، وينهضَ الموتى بقيامته المجيدة.
Troparion of the patron of the Church    نشيد لشفيع الكنيسة                                       Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
القنداق (باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمةَ لدى الخالق، لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ. بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال، يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرّميكِ.
Epistle: Prokimenon: 
You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation.
Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy man, for truthfulness has vanished from among the children of men.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (12: 6-14)
BRETHREN, we have gifts differing according to the grace that has been given us, such as prophecy to be used according to the degree of faith, or ministry in ministering, or instruction in teaching, or exhortation in encouraging, or almsgiving in being generous with simplicity, or leadership in leading with discretion, or works of mercy in performing them joyfully. Let love be without pretense. Hate what is evil. Hold to what is good. Love one another with fraternal charity, being the first to honor the other. Be not slothful in zeal; be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope. Be patient in tribulations, persevering in prayer. Relieve the saints’ needs, practicing hospitality. Bless those who persecute you: bless, and do not curse!    
- Your favor, O Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to generation, my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
- For You have said, “My kindness is established forever.” In heaven You have confirmed your faithfulness.
Reflection Questions: 
What gifts has God given you for the sake of the Church?

In what ways are you using them?

Are there gifts that you have that you are not using? What is your next step in using them?

Suggested Prayer: O God, thank you for the gifts you give me to serve your church, help me be faithful and serve you with everything you give me.

الرسالة للعيد: البروكيمنون: أَنتَ يا ربُّ تحفظُا وتحمينا، من هذا الجيلِ وإِلى الدهر.                                   
                                     خلّصني يا ربُّ فإِن البارَّ قد فني، لأن الحقيقةَ قد ضَعُفَت عندَ بني  البشر.           فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل رومة (12 :6 – 14)                                               
يا إِخوة، إِذ لنا مواهبُ مختلفةٌ بحسبِ النعمةِ المعطاةِ لنا، فَمَنْ وُهِبَ النبوءَة فليتنبَّأْ بحسبِ مناسبةِ الإيمان. ومَن وُهِبَ الخدمةَ فليُلازمِ الخدمة، والمعلّمُ التعليم، والواعظُ الوعظ، والْمُتصدِّقُ البساطة، والمدِبّرُ الاجتهاد، والراحمُ البشاشة. ولتكنِ المحبَّةُ بلا رِئاء. كونوا ماقتينَ الشرّ، ملتصقينَ بالخير، محبّينَ بعضُكم بعضًا حبًّا أَخويَّا، مبادرينَ بعضُكم بعضًا بالإكرام، غيرَ متكاسلينَ في الاجتهاد، حارّينَ بالروح، عابدينَ للربّ، فرحين بالرجاء، صابرينَ في الضيق، مواظبينَ على الصلاة، باذلينَ للقديسينَ في حاجاتِهم، عاكفينَ على ضيافةِ الغرباء. باركوا الذين يضطهدونَكم. باركوا ولا تلعنوا.
- بمراحِمك يا ربُّ أُرَنِّمُ إِلى الأبد، إِلى جيلٍ فجيلٍ أُعلنُ حقَّك بفمي.
- لأنكَ قلت: إِنَّ الرحمةَ تُبنى إلى الأبد، وفي السماواتِ يُهيَّأُ حقُّك.
Gospel of the Feast (Mt 9: 1-8): Healing of a Paralytic at Capernaum
At that time, getting into a boat, Jesus crossed over and came to his own town. And behold, they brought to him a paralytic lying on a pallet. And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralytic, “Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven you.” And behold, some of the Scribes said within themselves, “This man blasphemes.” And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you harbor evil thoughts in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins” then he said to the paralytic “Arise, take up your pallet and go to your house.” And he arose, and went away to his house. But when the crowds saw it, they were struck with fear, and glorified God who had given such power to men.
Reflection Questions:
Sometimes it is easier to believe in miracles than to believe that God forgives us. Sometimes it is impossible to forgive ourselves because we don't believe God can forgive us. 

Are there areas where it's hard to forgive ourselves?

Are there areas where it's hard for us to believe God forgives us?

Have we gone to confession?

If God forgave us, who are we not to forgive ourselves?

Suggested Prayer: O God, help me forgive myself, forgive others, and help me to receive your forgiveness.

الإنجيل (متى 9: 1 – 8): شفاء مخلّع كفرناحوم                                                                
في ذلكَ الزمان، رَكِبَ يسوعُ السَّفينة، وعبَرَ وأَتي إِلى مدينته. فقدموا إِليهِ مخلَّعًا مُلقىً على فِراش. فلمَا رأَى يسوعُ إِيماَنُهم، قال للمُخَلَّع: ثِقْ يا بُنَيّ، مغفورةٌ لكَ خَطاياك. فقالَ قوْمٌ منَ الكَتَبةِ في أَنفُسِهم: هذا يُجدّف. فعَلمَ يَسوعُ أَفكارَهم فقال: لماذا تُفكّرون بالشَّرِ في قلوبكُم؟ ما الأَيسر أَن يُقالَ مَغفورةٌ لكَ خطاياك، أَم أَن يُقالَ قُمْ وآمشِ؟ ولكن لتَعلموا أَنَّ ابنَ البَشرِ لهُ سُلطانٌ على الأَرضِ أَن يَغفرَ الخطايا، حينئذٍ قالَ للمُخَلَّع: إِنهَض واحمِلْ فراشَكَ واذهبْ إِلى بيتِكَ. فنَهَضَ ومضى إِلى بيِتِه. فلمَّا رأَتِ الْجُموعُ تعَجَّبوا، ومَجَّدوا اللهَ الذي أَعطى الناسَ سُلطانًا كهذا.
Announcements

PAC Election: The election of the members for the new Parish Advisory Council (PAC)

2010-2011, will take place on Sunday, July 18th, after the Divine Liturgy.  

We would like to ask all of those who are willing to volunteer to become members of the PAC, to first realize the importance of this duty...(This is not a social hang out). We can be better Christians by taking our responsibilities and commitments towards our church more seriously so we can build a better church spiritually and physically.

Having said that, we hope that whoever is willing to approach, will look at things from that perspective and that he/she would realize the following requirements:

-Attend the Parish Council meetings regularly.

-Participate in the discussions and decisions to better our Church/Parish.
-Be an active member in the church (Attend services and participate in the church's events).
-Work together in harmony and respect each others’ opinions.  We need to work hand in hand to build our church together.

-Names should be submitted from now until Sunday, July 11th.  

-Ballots with the candidates for election would be distributed on July 18th.
For any questions or for more information, please contact Pierre Azar 

Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 
Coffee Hour:  Denise Shehata will be responsible for taking your name down when you are ready to sponsor the coffee hour.  She will also be calling the parishioners to provide sponsors for the coffee hour.  Thank you for your cooperation with Denise. 
Health & Speedy Recover:  As of the beginning of September 2010, all names of family and friends to be added under Health and Speedy Recovery will be mentioned and added to the Bulletin by request only and on weekly basis.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara (847)581-9786.

Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.
The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible: The Unity of the Human Race: 
From the Bible we learn that God created the first man and the first woman (whether God used a pre-exiting living being, or used the ”dust of the earth”). And that from that first man and first woman  the entire human race descended.


Often we see on television or hear or read of evolutionary hypothesis which is called polygenism. The polygenists believe that the evolutionary transition from the animal to the human body was accomplished not in one man and one woman, but in many. This belief has serious consequences.

If we are commonly descended from our first parents, we are brothers and sisters in the flesh. In spite of numerous differences, we not only share the human nature but are literally bound together by ties of blood, which our native instinct, elevated by grace, makes the basis of social justice and charity.

From still another point of view, our common descent from Adam affects and explains our inheritance of original sin. It is just because we are naturally the offspring of the first man who sinned that, what we contracted, we receive by paternal generation. Conversely, Christ could redeem what Adam had lost, because as man he was grafted into the same human tree, which had become infected by sin: “Sin entered the word through one man, and through sin death … Adam prefigure the One to come, but the gift itself outweighed the fall. If it is certain that through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift … Again as one man’s fall brought condemnation on everyone, so the good act of one man brings everyone life and makes them justified. As by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience may will be made righteous” (Rom 5:12,15,18-19).

Pope Pius XII reminded Catholics that theorizing about the descent of man’s body from primates was one thing, but questioning whether the first parent of mankind was a single person is something else:

“As regard another theory, however, namely so-called Polygenism, sons of the Church by no means enjoy the same liberty. No Catholic can hold that after Adam there existed on this earth true men who did not take their origin through natural generation from the first parent of all, or that Adam was merely a symbol for a number of first parents. For it is unintelligible how such an opinion can be squared with what the sources of revealed truth and the documents of the magisterium of the Church teach on original sin, which proceeds from sin actually committed by an individual Adam and which, passed on to all by way of generation, is in everyone as his own” (Pius XII, encyclical Humani Generis.)

Sacred Symbols: Incense = Fragrace:
Incense denotes the fragrance of prayer to God. And the fragrance of incense reminds us by analogy of the fragrance of virtue, and by contrast of the evil odor of sins, and teaches the faithful to avoid the stench of vices and adorn themselves with every Christian virtue. As a prayer from the ancient liturgy of St. James says, “Receive from us your unworthy servants, O Lord, this incense for a fragrant sacrifice, and make fragrant the stench of our soul and body”.

Incense reminds us that God is pleased not just with fragrant smoke but even more so with the aroma of loving deeds done for His glory, I.e., visiting the sick, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked. The offering of incense reminds us of the words of St. Paul, “We are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we are the smell of death; to the other the fragrance of life” (2 Cor 2:15-16). If we are “ the aroma of Christ to God,“ what aroma do we spread among those we meet? Does our presence add something to the lives of people or does it detract? There is no way we can spread the aroma of Christ to others, unless we have the presence of God within.

Among the stories of the desert monks there is this one. “Whosoever enters a perfume shop, even if he does not purchase any perfume, leaves filled with fragrance. The same thing happens to one who associates with holy people. He takes on the spiritual aroma of their virtue.“  The real perfume shop is the presence of God. Enter there daily through prayer and you will indeed become “the aroma of Christ to God.” Each morning spend time with God in prayer, and all day your life will radiate the fragrance of Jesus.

Hard Sayings:
“There will come a time when they will not endure the sound doctrine; but having itching ears, will heap up to themselves teachers according to their own lusts, and they will turn away their hearing from the truth and turn aside rather to fables. But do thou be watchful in all things” ( 2 Tim 4:3-5).

St. Paul warns his disciple Timothy that the day will come when   men will refuse to listen to sound teaching and will collect teachers who will titillate their ears with precisely the easy-going, comfortable things they want to hear. It was tragically easy in Timothy’s day to find such teachers. They wandered from city to city, offering to teach anything for pay. They would argue subtly until they could make the worse appear as good. Unfortunately also in our days such a teachers exist. In the Church (priests, sisters, theologians) and outside the Church. They want to justify men to do whatever they want to do. Any teacher who tends to make men think less of sin is a menace to Christianity and to mankind. 

Two Friends:
- I don’t know what is wrong with me. I like all women except mine.
- Don’t worry, the same happens to me. I like all women except yours.                                                            
End of Fr. Marzal Bulletin
Collection - 6/27/2010  
$1x72, $5x17, $10x12, $15x3 $20x5, $25x3, $30x2,
$40x1, $50x1, $59x1, $60x1, $80x1, $100x3 
Total: Regular $1,146 - Spanish $ 126           
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity:  The Parishioners of St. John the Baptist & their families
Health & Speedy Recovery: Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Elie Ghawi, Violet Attiyeh, 
Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Claudia Halasa,
Marie Souri, Alice Nasr, Nazha Massih, Marcel Maloyan& Kamal Azar. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Tony Jubran


By Nicolas & Nadia Yanaki

Lana Noujeime

 
By Pierre Azar & Family


Dr. Bichara & Elide Naffah
By the Naffah Family

Jamileh Nijmeh


By Ibrahim Kuttab & Family
Fr. Adib Badawi (7/7/06)
Fr. Philip Salmone (7/6/67)

Fr. Agabios Riashi (7/6/84) and
Fr. Alexios Shatawee (7/12/57)
By our Church
