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   ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	July 10 - Commemoration of the Forty-Five Holy Martyrs of Nicopolis in Armenia
Forty-five noblemen of the city of Nicopolis were martyred under Emperor Licinius in the year 319.
July 11 – Commemoration of the Holy and Illustrious Woman, the Great-martyr EUPEMIA; the Passing into Eternal Life of the Blessed OLGA, Princess of Kieve, named Helen at baptism
The principal feast of Euphemia is on September 16. The present celebration is the commemoration of a miracle she performed in order to uphold and confirm the decision of the Council of Chalcedon.

July 12 - - Commemoration of the Holy Martyrs PROCLUS and HILARION
Proclus And Hilarion were martyred under Emperor Trajan

July 13 – Synaxis of the Archangel GABRIEL; 

Commemoration of our Holy Father STEPHEN THE SABAITE
On March 26, the Archangel Gabriel is celebrated because of the part he played in the Incarnation of the Word of God.  Today, he is remembered as the Defender of the Church and Christian civilization.   Stephen the Sabaite was a nephew of John the Damascene.  His feast is celebrated also on October 28.

Sunday, July, 11, 2010                                                                                          الأحد 11 تموز2010   

7th Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                          الأحد السابع بعد العنصرة


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                                (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                                       Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- The love of the Lord is from all eternity, and to all eternity for those who fear Him.
- وعدله على بني البنين، الحافظين عهده، الذاكرين وصاياه ليعملوا بها.
- Bless the Lord, O my soul! May all that is in me bless his holy name.
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (6th Tone): The angelic powers appeared at your tomb, and the guards became as dead men, and Mary stood by the Sepulcher seeking your spotless Body.  You despoiled Hades and yet were not tempted by it, You met the Virgin O Bestower of Life. O Lord who rose from the dead glory to you.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن السادس): إن القوات الملائكيةَ ظهرتْ على قبرِك، والحراسَ صاروا كالأموات، ومريمَ وقفتْ عند القبر، طالبةُ جسدكَ الطاهر. فسلبتَ الجحيمَ ولم تنلكَ بأذى، ولاقيت البتول َ واهباً الحياة. فيا من قام من بينِ الأموات، يا رب المجدُ لك.
Troparion of the patron of the Church                            نشيد لشفيع الكنيسة                           
Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
القنداق (باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمةَ لدى الخالق، لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ. بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال، يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرّميكِ.
Epistle: 
Prokimenon: O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance!
                        To You, O Lord, I have called: O my Rock, be not deaf to me!
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (15:1-7)
BRETHREN, Now, we the strong should bear the infirmities of the weak, instead of catering to ourselves. Let every one of you please his neighbor by doing good for his edification: for Christ did not seek his own pleasure, but as it is written, The reproaches of those who, reproach you have fallen on me. (Ps.6: 10) For whatever has been written has been written for our instruction, that through the patience and consolation afforded by the Scriptures, we may have hope. May then the God of patience and comfort grant you to be of one mind towards one another according to Jesus Christ, so that being one in spirit you may with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore receive one another as Christ has received you, in a manner that gives honor to God.   
- He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High abides in the shadow of the God of heaven.
- He will say to the Lord, “My wall, my refuge, my God in whom I will trust!”
Reflection Questions: 
How do we submit to the righteousness of God in our lives?

In what areas do we notice we still do not submit?

Are there areas where we create our own ideas of righteousness and ignore the righteousness that God wants?

Suggested Prayer: O God thank you for areas in my life that you have brought righteousness. Help me discern clearly what areas I misunderstand your call to righteousness, and help me to change according to your will for me.
الرسالة للعيد: البروكيمنون: خلص ياربُ شعبك، وبارك ميراثك.
                                     إليك ياربُ أصرخ، إلهي لا تتصامم عني.  
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل رومة (15: 1-7) 
يا إِخوة، يجب علينا نحن الأقوياءَ أن نحتمل أوهان الضعفاء، ولا نرضي أنفسنا. فليرضِ كل واحدٍ مناَّ القريب للخير لأجل البنيان.  فإن المسيح لم يرضِ نفسه، بل كما كتب، تعييراتُ معيريكَ وقعت علىّ. لأن كل ما كُتب من قبلُ، إنما كُُتبَ لتعليمنا، ليكون لنا الرجاءُ بالصبرِ وبتعزية الكتب. وليؤتكم إلهُ الصبر والتعزية، اتفاق الآراء فيما بينكم، بحسب المسيح يسوع. حتى إنكم بنفسٍ واحدةٍ وفمٍ واحد، تمجدون الله أبا ربنا يسوع المسيح. لذلك فليقبل بعضكم بعضاً كما قبلكمُ المسيح لمجدِ الله.
- الساكن في كنفِ العلي، يسكن في حمى إلهِ السماء.
- يقول للرب: أنتَ ناصري وملجإي، إلهي الذي عليه أتوكل.
Gospel of the Feast (Mt 9:27-35): Healing of the two blind men
At that time, as Jesus was passing on, two blind men followed him, crying out and saying “Have pity on us, Son of David” And when he had reached the house, the blind men came to him And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I can do this to you?” They answered him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes, saying, “Let it be done to you according to your faith.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus strictly charged them, saying, “See that no one knows of this!” But they went out and spread his fame abroad throughout all that district. Now as they were going out, behold, there was brought to him a dumb man possessed by a devil. And when the devil had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled, saying, “Never has the like of this been seen in Israel.” But the Pharises said, “By the prince of devils he casts out devils.” And Jesus was going about all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the Good News of the kingdom, and curing every kind of disease and infirmity in the people.
Reflection Questions:
The people from the town were afraid that Jesus would upset the rhythm of their lives. Sometimes Jesus is trying to make changes in our lives and we don’t want him to.

In what ways is Jesus trying to make a change in my life?

In what ways do I resist Him?

In what ways do I welcome Him and the changes He wants to make?

Suggested Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, give me a heart that wants you above all else. I invite you to come into my life and make all the changes you feel are best.
الإنجيل (متى 9: 27-35): شفاء الأعميين 

في ذلكَ الزمان، فيما يسوع مجتازٌ تبعه أعميان يصيحان ويقولان: إرحمنا يا ابن داود. فلما دخل البيت، دنا إليه الأعميان. فقال لهما يسوع: هل تُُؤمنان أني أقدر أن أفعل ذلك؟ قالا له: نعم يا سيد. حينئذٍ لمسَ أعينهما قائلاً كَإيمانكما فليكن لكما. فانفتحت أعينهما. فنهاهما قائلاً إحذرا أن يعلم أحد. أما هما فخرجا وشهراهُ في تلك الأرض كلها. وبعد خروجهما، قدموا إليه إنساناً أخرس به شيطان. فلما أخرج الشيطان تكلم الأخرس. فتعجب الجموع قائلين: لم يظهر قطُ مثل هذا في إسرائيل. أما الفريسيونَ فكانوا يقولون: إنه برئيس الشياطينِ يخرج الشياطين.  وكان يسوع يطوف في جميع المدن والقرى، ويعلّم في مجامعهم، ويكرزُ ببشارة الملكوت، ويشفي كل مرضٍ وكل ضعفٍ في الشعب.
Announcements

PAC Election: The election of the members for the new Parish Advisory Council (PAC)

2010-2011, will take place next Sunday, July 18th, after the Divine Liturgy.  I hope that all the parishioners will participate in this important Church Function.  
As we all know:
-Names should be submitted today, Sunday, July 11th.  

-Ballots with the candidates for election would be distributed on July 18th.
For any questions or for more information, please contact Nicholas Yanaki at
(847)619-4420 or at nyanaki@comcast.net 
“The Work of the Church Can Never be Complete 
Without Your Help”
Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 
Coffee Hour:  Denise Shehata will be responsible for taking your name down when you are ready to sponsor the coffee hour.  She will also be calling the parishioners to provide sponsors for the coffee hour.  Thank you for your cooperation with Denise: 847/705-5935 or 847/312-5445. 
Health & Speedy Recover:  As of the beginning of September 2010, all names of family and friends to be added under Health and Speedy Recovery will be mentioned and added to the Bulletin by request only and on weekly basis.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara (847)581-9786.

The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.
Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible: Where is the Garden of Eden?
The Garden of Eden is the garden of God, the dwelling place of God and his hosts. It is not a garden of man, nor was it created for man. In many religions we also find a place designated as the dwelling of a god or gods; for the Greeks the home of the gods was Mount Olympus. In Israel there was also the belief of a dwelling place of God, in our case located somewhere in the East. These traditional narratives were adapted by the each author as their theme o purpose required. (For instance Ezekiel, 28:12-17, applies the story of the garden of Eden to the king of Tyre).

Man (’adam’ in Hebrew) was created outside the garden of Eden, in the ordinary ground (‘adamah’, in Hebrew). Then God took man and placed him in the Garden of Eden. (See Gen. 2). This was a privilege that was not natural to man; it meant that man was now to share the supernatural world, the divine friendship and life. When man sinned, he was expelled from the Garden of Eden to the ordinary ground (‘adamah’)from where he had been taken. He lost the privilege of divine friendship, and became subject to sickness and death. He was separated from God.

As is the case with the first chapters of the Book of Genesis, the Biblical writer does not intend to teach truths of scientific, biological or physical character. He who reads and understands these narratives in a literal sense, is wrong and creates for himself innumerable difficulties that cannot be solved. 

The Biblical writer does not intend to say whether the world was, or was not, different before the original sin. He teaches that man was elevated by God to a supernatural friendship with God, and man lost it because of the sin; that is what really existed. The Biblical writer tells us this teaching by using literary devices and images of a paradisiacal garden, with physical and biological circumstances different from those of the world that we know. That garden did not exist. Trying to locate geographically the Garden of Eden is a waste of time and misses the real point of what the Biblical author is saying.

Man in Paradise: The first man was not only created good, but was also established in friendship with his Creator and in harmony with himself and with the creation around him, in a state that would be surpassed  only by the glory of the new creation in Christ.  The Church, interpreting the symbolism of biblical language in an authentic way… teaches that our first parents, Adam and Eve, were constituted in an original “state of holiness and justice.” This grace of original holiness was “to share in … divine life. (Catechism, 374, 375)
Sacred Symbols: The Sign Of The Cross:
There is a rich meaning in the sign of the cross when we cross ourselves: “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Every time we cross ourselves we recall the great price that the Lord paid to redeem us.

And through the sign of the cross we express also our response to the sacrifice of Christ: we place our hand to the forehead and promise that with God’s help we shall endeavor to know Him with all our mind; we place our hand to our breast promising that our purpose in life will be to love God with all our heart; then we place out a hand to both shoulders, promising to serve God with all our soul and strength. Thus we give expression to the great Biblical commandment: “Thou shall love the Lord thy God, with all thy mind, and with all thy heart, and with all thy strength, and with all thy soul”. The sign of the cross, thus, expresses some of the most basic and fundamental teachings of the Faith, the Trinity, the Incarnation, the great Biblical commandment, and commitment to Christ. 

Hard Sayings: 

We read in the Gospel of Matthew 25:31-46 that when Jesus will come in his glory at the end of the world, he will say to those on his left hand: “Depart from me, you cursed ones, to the eternal fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry, and you did not give me to eat; I was thirsty, and you did not give me to drink; I was a stranger and you did not take me in;; naked and you did not clothe me; sick and in prison, and you did not come to visit me…. This is the truth I tell you - in so far as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me”. And these will go away to eternal punishment”.

This is one of the most vivid teachings Jesus ever spoke, and the lesson is crystal clear - that God will judge us in accordance with our reaction to human need.  His judgment does not depend on the knowledge we have amassed, or the fame that we have acquired, or the fortune that we have gained, but on the help that we have given. 

Think and answer honestly:  When was it the last time that you gave somebody to eat, or to drink, or clothing? When was it the last time that you visited somebody sick or in prison? Some of these things have to be done personally; others can be done through charitable institutions that care for the needy. But YOU HAVE TO DO THEM. The consequences of not doing them are not desirable.

In the Pew: As usual, Joe, in the last row of the church, was asleep. This time the Rev. Smith decided to cure Joe once and for all. He began his sermon on the horrors of hell. When the pastor reached the pinnacle of terror, the pastor shouted: “Anybody in this church that wants to go to hell, STAND UP! “Joe heard that “STAND UP” part of the sermon. He jumped to his feet.
Pastor: “Joe, do you know what you just voted for?”
“No, I don’t, Reverend, but I see that you and me are the ones in favor of the proposition.”
End of Fr. Marzal Bulletin






Collection - 7/4/2010  






$1x63, $5x15, $10x10, $15x4, $20x5, $25x3, 






$40x1, $50x3, $60X2, $75x1, $100x1 






Total: Regular $958                            
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity:  Farid & Suzy Bichara
Health & Speedy Recovery: Most Rev. Bishop Nicholas Samra, Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Elie Ghawi, Violet Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Claudia Halasa, Marie Souri, Alice Nasr, Nazha Massih and Marcel Maloyan. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Bahga Kerko and

Roger Fathallah


By Farid & Suzy Bichara
Lana Noujeime


By Thermo King


Antoun Naffah


By the Naffah Family

Msgr. John Naffah

By Pierre Azar

Fr. Nicholas Araktingi (7/18/73),
Fr. Cyril Totongy and
Fr. Joseph Simon (1911)

By our Church
