	[image: image1.jpg]


   ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Commemoration of the Holy Prophet ELIAS THE THESBITE 
Elias was a hero of faithfulness to God in Israel and a courageous prophet.  Achab, seventh King of Israel, (875-854 BC), influenced by pagan wife Isabella, had forgotten the true God and returned to paganism.  Elias reproached him for his idolatry and killed the paganism.  Elias reproached him for his idolatry and killed the priests of Baal.  He fled to the mountains because of Isabella’s anger.  God appeared to him there, and a crow brought him bread for food.  At the time of Josaphat, King of Israel (847-850 BC), Elias was taken up in a chariot of fire in the presence of his disciple Eliseus.  The Prophet Malachias had said: “Behold I will send Elias the Prophet, before the coming and dreadful day of the Lord.  And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to their children, and the heart of the children to their fathers.”(Mal.4:5.)  The prophet refers to the second coming of the Lord, at the end of the world.
Sunday, July, 18, 2010                                                                                                الأحد 18 تموز2010   

8th Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                               الأحد الثامن بعد العنصرة
Fathers of the First Six Ecumenical Councils                   أحد آباء المجامع المسكونية الستة الأولى
We celebrate the Feast of the Holy Prophet Elias the Thesbite   (القديس النبي إيليا التشبي)


    Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                                (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31)

     It is no longer I who live, but
                                        Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20) 
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- The Lord has established his throne in heaven: over all things his kingship is supreme.
- باركوا الرب يا جميعَ ملائكتِه، المقتدرينَ الأشدّاء، العاملينَ بكلمتِه، عندَ سَماعِ صوتِ كلامِه.
- Bless the Lord, all you his powers, his attendants who obey his will!
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (7th Tone): Through your Cross You destroyed death, You opened Paradise to the thief, and turned into joy the mourning of the ointment bearing women, and You ordered your Apostles to proclaim that You rose, O Christ God, Bestowing great mercy upon the world.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن السابع): لاشيتَ بصليبكَ الموت، وفتحت للصِ الفردوس، وحولت نوحَ حاملات الطيب إلى فرحٍ، وأمرتَ رسلكَ أن يكرزوا مبشرين بأنك قد قمتَ، أيها المسيحُ الإله، مانحاً العالم عظيمَ الرحمة.
Troparion of the Fathers (8th Tone): O Christ our God, you are above all glory, for you have established our Holy Fathers as radiant stars on earth, and through them you have guided us all to the true faith. Most Merciful One, glory to You!
نشيد الآباء (باللحن الثامن): أَنتَ أَيها المسيحُ إِلهُنا فائقُ المجد، لأنك أَقمتَ آباءَنا كواكبَ على الأرض، وبهم هديتَنا جميعاً إلى الإيمانِ الحقيقي. فيا جزيلَ التحنُّنِ المجدُ لك.
Troparion of St. Elias (4th Tone): O Glorious Elias, angelic in body, pillar of prophets, second herald of Christ, by sending grace upon Eliseus from high, dispels, cleanses lepers and overflows with healing for those who honor him.
نشيد القديس إيليا (باللحن الرابع): إن الملاكَ في الجسد، رُكنَ الأنبياءِ، والسابقَ الثاني لمجيءِ المسيح، إيليا المجيد، بإِرسالِه النعمةَ من العلاءِ على إليشَع، يُقصِي الأمراضَ ويُطَهّرُ البُرص، ويُفيضُ الأشفيةَ على مكرّميه.
Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
القنداق (باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمةَ لدى الخالق، لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ. بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال، يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرّميكِ.
Epistle (of the Fathers): Prokimenon: 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, you just; exult, all you upright of heart.
Happy are those whose faults are taken away, and whose sins are covered.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to Titus (3:8, 15)
My son Titus, this saying is true, and in this matter I want to insist that those who believe in God be careful to excel in good works; these are good and useful to people.  But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and quarrels, and disputes about the Law, for they are useless and futile.  Avoid a factious man after warning him one or twice, knowing that such a man is perverted and sins, since he is condemning himself.  When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, make every effort to meet me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Help Zenas the lawyer and Apolos on their way, taking care that they lack nothing.  And let our people also learn to excel in good works, in order to help cases of urgent need so that they may not be unfruitful.  All my companions greet you.  Greet those who love us in the faith.  The grace of God be with all of you. Amen.
- O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us the deeds You did in their days, in the days of old.
- For you saved us from those who afflicted us and have put to shame those who hated us.
Reflection Questions: 
What good works do I feel called to do? Am I faithful in answering that call?

Are there ways in which I get pulled into unproductive arguments?

Suggested Prayer: O God, I pray that you would help me to be faithful to do the good works you put before me. I ask also that you keep me from unproductive arguments.
الرسالة للآباء: البروكيمنون: إِفرحوا بالربِّ وابتهجوا أَيها الصديقون، وافتخروا يا جميعَ المستقيمي القلوب.
   طوبى للذين غُفرَتْ ذنوُبهم، والذين سُتِرتْ خطاياه               
 فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى تيطس (3: 8 -15)                                                                        
يا ولدي تيطس، صادقٌ القول، وأُريد ان تُقرِّرَ هذة الامور، حتى يكونَ الذينَ آمنوا باللهِ ذوي اهتمامٍ في القيامِ بالاعمال الصالحة. فهذه هي الحسنةُ والنافعةُ للناس. أَما المباحثاتُ السخيفةُ والانساب، والخصوماتُ والمماحكاتُ على الناموسِ فأجتنبها، فانها غيرُ نافعةٍ وباطلة. ورجلُ البدعة، بعدَ الانذارِ أولاً وثانياً، أعرض عنه، عالماً ان مثلَ هذا قد زاغ، وهو في الخطيئةِ يقضي هو نفسه على نفسه. متى ارسلتُ اليكَ أَرتماسَ او تيخيكسَ بادر ان تأْتيني الى نيكوبولس.لأني عوَّلتُ ان أشتوَ هناك. اما زيناسُ معلّمُ الناموسِ وأَبُلُّس، فجّهِزهُما باعتناءٍ لئلا يُعوزَهما شيء. وليتعلَّم ذوونا ايضاً ان يقوموا بالاعمالِ الصالحةِ للحاجاتِ الضرورية، حتى لا يكونوا بدونِ ثمر. يُسلّمُ عليك جميعُ الذين معي. سَلِّم على الذين يُحبُّوننا في الايمان. النعمةُ معكم اجمعين. آمين.
- اللهمَّ بآذانِنا قد سمعنا، وآباؤنا أَخبرونا بالعملِ الذي عملتَه في أَيَّامهم، في الايامِ القديمة.
- خلَّصتَنا من مُضايِقينا، وأَخزَيْتَ مُبغضِينا.
Gospel of the Fathers (Mt 5:14-19): You are the light of the world
The Lord said to his disciples, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Neither do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but upon the lamp-stand, so as to give light to all in the house. Even so let your light shine before men, in order that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. Do not think I have come to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For amen I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not one letter or one stroke shall be lost from the Law till all things have been accomplished. Therefore whoever does away with one of these least commandments, and so teaches men, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever carries them out and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
Reflection Questions:
How does God's light shine through me in the world?

Are there ways I am hiding that light? 

Suggested Prayer:  O God, I pray that you would shine your light through me, and help me to not hide it.

                                           الإنجيل للآباء (متى 5: 14 – 20): أنتم نور العالم 

قالَ الربُّ، أَنتم نورُ العالم، لا يُمكنُ أَن تخفى مدينةٌ قائمةٌ على جبل، ولا يوقَدُ سِراجٌ ويوضَعُ تحتَ المِكيال، بل على المنارةِ فيُضيءَ لكلِّ من في البيت. وهكذا فليُضىءْ نورُكم قدَّامَ الناس، ليَرَوا أَعمالَكم الصالحةَ ويُمِجّدوا أَباكم الذي في السماوات. لا تظنُّوا اني أَتيتُ لأَنقضَ الناموسَ والأنبياء. اني لم آتِ لأَنقضَ بل لأُتَمِّم. أَلحقَّ أَقولُ لكم: إِنه إِلى أَنْ تزولَ السماءُ والارضُ لا تزولُ ياءٌ واحدةٌ أَو نقطةٌ واحدةٌ من الناموسِ حتى يَتمَّ الكلّ. فكلُّ من يَحُلُّ واحدهً من تلكَ الوصايا الصغرى ويُعَلّمُ الناسَ هكذا، فإِنة يُدعى صغيراً في ملكوتِ السماوات. وأَما من يعملُ بها ويُعلِّمُ، فهذا يُدعى عظيماً في ملكوتِ السماوات.
Blessing of the Cars                                                              تبريك السيارات يوم عيد مار الياس
	Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord

People: Lord have mercy

Priest: Lord our God, You make the clouds your chariot. You ride on the wings of the wind. You sent to your servant Elias a fiery chariot to carry him up to heaven. You guided man to invent amazing means of transportation.

Therefore, O Lord, we humbly ask You to bless our cars. Send to their drivers Guardian Angels to guide them and to protect them from all harm.

Make them arrive safely to their destination through the intercession of Our Lady of Guidance and St. Elias-the-Living and all your saints.

For in your ineffable Providence, You are the Provider of all good things and to You we render glory, thanksgiving and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.

People: Amen
The priest sprinkles each car  with Holy Water saying:

May this car be blessed in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The car’s owner: Amen.
	الشمّاس: إلى الربّ نطلب
الشعب: يا ربُ ارحم

الكاهن : أيها الربّ إلهنا، الجاعلُ السحابَ مركبةً له، والسائر على أجنحة الرياح. يا مَن أرسلَ إلى عبده إيليّا مركبةً ناريّة  لتقلّه إلى السّماء،  وهَدى الإنسانَ إلى اختراع ناقلات عجيبة السرعة. أنتَ أيّها السيّد، بارك سيّاراتِنا. إصحَب سائقيها بملائكة حُرّاس ليَهدُوها في سبُلٍ أمينة ويصونوا ركّابَها من كلّ أذًى، ويُوصلُوهم بأمانٍ إلى غاية أسفارهم، بشفاعة أمّنا مريم  العذراء  سيّدة الهداية، وطلبات مار الياس الحيّ وجميع قدّيسيك. لأنّك أنت مدبّرُ الأشياء كلّها بعنايتك التي لا توصف، وإليك نرفع المجد والشكر والسجود، ايها الآب والابن والروح القدس، الآن وكلّ أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين.  آمين.
ثمّ ينضح الكاهن كلّ سيارة بالماء المقدّس قائلاً:
تُبارَك هذه السيّارة باسم الآب والابن والروح القدس.

صاحب السيارة: آمين.


Announcements

PAC Election: Due to the Lack of attendance for forming a new Parish Advisory Council, and since the old members accepted to resume their duties for another mandate, it has been decided to reappoint the old members:
Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad to make an appointment. 
Health & Speedy Recover:  As of the beginning of September 2010, all names of family and friends to be added under Health and Speedy Recovery will be mentioned and added to the Bulletin by request only and on weekly basis.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara 
The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.
Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible:

Must Catholics accept the story of the apple and the serpent in Genesis literally?

The third chapter of the Book of Genesis teaches us that our first parents committed the first human sin (Original Sin). It was a grave sin involving pride and its severe consequences affected the whole human race; it excluded every man from the participation in divine life and condemned him to death. Such a sin is a historical fact. These truths were known to the sacred writer by the revelation that God made to Israel; the writer did not know them because he was an eyewitness to the facts, nor because they were faithfully transmitted orally for thousands of years. Neither the sacred writer knew the exact nature of the sin or how it was actually committed. These questions come out of our curiosity, and God did not reveal them.

Being a wise teacher, the writer described the sin by writing a “doctrinal play”, and used his imagination for the setting and dialogue and action. He assigned the principal roles to God, Adam and Eve, and the devil. He used symbols and images of his time that people would understand.


The “serpent” was probably chosen because it was familiar to his readers. He was used by the false forms of Canaanite worship with sexual abuses. We read in the Bible how attracted were the Israelites to the Canaanite religion, and how often, even the kings, abandoned the true religion of Moses to worship the Canaanite gods. By introducing the devil in the form of a serpent, the writer was able to warn the Israelites of his age to stay away from the Canaanite cult. To the writer the devil was a real person - he chose the serpent as a symbol.

There is no mention of an “apple” in the biblical account. The apple was introduced into the popular thought. Whether the fruit that Adam and Eve ate was an apple, a peach or a plum, is irrelevant. The description is symbolic. The sin did not consist in the plucking of fruit from a forbidden tree. The “eating” signifies “sin”, and it was sin that was the most serious matter.

What the author, inspired by God, is trying to say is that God did indeed made the world and everything in it, that God created humankind good just as He made the world good. There is sin and evil in the world because the first humans disobeyed God and introduced evil into God’s creation.  The first sin like every sin was a sin of pride, a rebellion against God, and we cannot know whether this sin took an external act or only an internal disobedience, desire to be like God.

Sacred Symbols: Silence


Christian prayer teaches inner silence. Body and mind are brought to solitude and quietness in order to experience the peace and silence that surround the presence of God. The ultimate aim is a mystical union with God within a context of silence. The person who has attained inward stillness or silence, is the one who listens. He listens to the voice of prayer in his own heart, and understands that this voice is not his own but that of another speaking to him.

We live in a noisy world. The roar of traffic has gown so overwhelming that now cars are being made soundproofed. And because cars are soundproofed, auto horns have to be made louder for motorists to hear them. Now we have portable transistors with earplugs constantly bombarding our eardrums with noise. Noise has been identified as a slow agent of death. Studies have repeatedly linked noise pollution not only to hearing problems but also to insomnia, ulcers, high blood pressure and heart disease.

Without daily intervals of silence and prayer, however brief, life loses much of its beauty and meaning. When the human mind is agitated, it’s like the surface of the sea in a storm. No insight can emerge from the depths. But when the mind is calm by the great hand of the Lord, then inside comes; then understanding comes; then wisdom comes.

The ancient Fathers of the desert, like St. Paul, affirmed and taught that man is a Temple of the Holy Spirit. God is present within. What is needed is constant inner attentiveness to the Word of God that is constantly speaking within our hearts of the Father’s infinite love for us. For this we need inner silence, resting in active self-surrender to God’s love.

 Hard Sayings:     
        


“If your right eye is an occasion of sin to you, pluck it out and throw it away from you; for it is better for you that one of your members should be destroyed, than that your whole body should be thrown into hell. And if your right hand is an occasion of sin to you, cut it off and throw it away from you; for it is better for you that one of your members should be destroyed than that your whole body should go into hell” (Mt 5:29-30)

Here Jesus makes a great and surgical demand: he insists that anything which is a cause of, or a seduction to, sin should be completely cut out of life. Of course, the words of Jesus are not to be taken with a crude literalism. What they mean is that anything that helps to seduce us to sin is to be ruthlessly tooted out of life. If there is an association which can be the cause of sin, if there is a pleasure which could turn out to be our spiritual ruin, if there is a thought of the forbidden and unclean things, then that thing must be surgically excised from our life.

Promise of a Candidate During Electoral Campaign

“And if you elect me, we shall have a psychiatric hospital for all of us”.


          End of Fr. Marzal Bulletin






Collection - 7/11/2010  






$1x114, $5x28, $10x14, $15x3, $20x20, $25x4, 






$30x2, $40x1, $50x8, $60X2, $80x1, $100x4






Total: Regular $1,900      Spanish  $139 
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity:  Elie Wasiti
Health & Speedy Recovery: Most Rev. Bishop Nicholas Samra, 
Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, Lydia Makdah, Elie Ghawi, Violet 
Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Odeh 
Zanayed, Claudia Halasa, Marie Souri, Alice Nasr, Nazha 
Massih and Marcel Maloyan. 
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Lana Noujeime


By Thermo King


Antoine & Georgette Khoury
By the Naffah Family

Fr. Basil Marsha (1925),
Fr. John Haddad (1940) and
Fr. Michael Kadry (1911)

By our Church
