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   ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:          (708) 339-3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674-8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935 

Deacon Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473-5455

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Spiritual preparation for the Dormition of the Theotokos
* The word “Paraklisis” has two different meanings: the first is “consolation”, from which the Holy Spirit is called the “Paraklete”, or “Consoler”; the second is “supplication” or “petition”.  The Office of Paraklisis consists in hymns or supplication to obtain consolation and courage.  It should be recited in times of temptation, discouragement or sickness.  It is used more often during the two weeks before the Dormition, or Assumption, of the most holy Mother of God ( August 15).  
* Abstinence from August 1st through August 14th. Except Sundays (Aug. 1 & 8) and the Transfiguration Day (Aug. 6).
* Take time on your own and decide your choice of fasting (see suggestions, p. 4).
Sunday, August 1, 2010                                                                                                  الأحد 1 آب 2010   

10th Sunday after the Pentecost                                                                            الأحد العاشر بعد العنصرة 
Procession of the Life-giving Gross           الطواف بالصليب الكريم المحيي                                       


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                               (Sept. 1 – Aug. 31. 2010)

It is no longer I who live, but
                                                    Christ lives in me (Gal. 2: 20)
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
لازمة الأنديفونة: بشفاعة والدة الإله، يا مخلص خلصنا.         
- Happy the man whose helper is the God of Jacob; whose hope is in the Lord his God.
- الرب صانعُ السماءِ والأرض، والبحرِ وجميعِ ما فيها.
- The Lord keeps the truth forever, making judgment for those wronged and giving food to the hungry.
Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (1st Tone): While the stone was sealed by the Jews and soldiers were watching your sacred body, You rose, O Savior, on the third day, giving life to the world.  Wherefore, O Giver of life, the powers of heaven cried out: Glory to your resurrection, O Christ. Glory to your kingdom, glory to your Plan of redemption, O You who alone are the Lover of mankind.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الأول): إن الحجر ختمه اليهود، وجسدكَ الطاهرَ حرسه الجنود. لكنكَ قمتَ في اليوم الثالث، أيها المخلص، واهباً للعالم الحياة. لذلك قواتُ السماواتِ هتفت إليكَ، يا مُعطيَ الحياة: المجدُ لقيامتكَ أيها المسيح. المجدُ لملكِك.  المجدُ لتدبيركَ، يا محبَ البشر وحدك.
Troparion of the Holy Cross (1st Tone): O Lord save your people and bless your inheritance, granting peace to the world; and protect your community by the power of your Cross.
نشيد الصليب المقدس (باللحن الأول): خَلِّصْ يَا رَبُّ شَعْبَكَ وَبَارِكْ مِيرَاثَكْ، مَانِحاً العَالَمَ السَّلاَم. وَاحْفَظْ بِصَلِيبِكَ رَعِيَّتِكَ.
Kondakion of the Transfiguration (7th Tone): O Christ God, you were transfigured on the Mountain, and your disciples saw as much of your glory as they could hold, so that seeing You crucified they would know You had willed to suffer your passion and would proclaim to the world that You as verily the Reflection of the Father.
القنداق للتجلي (باللحن السابع): تجلَّيتَ أَيُّها المسيحُ الإله على الجبل. وبقدْرِ ما استطاعَ تلاميذُك شاهدوا مجدَك. لكي يَفهموا، إذا ما رأَوك مصلُوبًا أنك َ تتألَّم باختيارِك. ويَكرزوا للعالم أنَّك أنتَ حقَّا ً ضِياءُ الآب.
Epistle: Prokimenon: 
May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You.
Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.
Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (4: 9-16)
Brethren, I think God has set forth us the apostles last of all, as men doomed to death, so that we would become a spectacle to the world, and to angels, and to men. We are fools for Christ, but you are wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, but we are without honor! To this very hour, we hunger and thirst and we are naked and buffeted and have no fixed home. And we labor, working with our own hands. We are reviled and we bless, we are persecuted and we bear with it, we are maligned and we console; we have become as the refuse of this world, the scum of all until this present time. I write these things, not to put you to shame, but to admonish you as my dearest children. For although you have ten thousand tutors in Christ, you have not many fathers. Therefore, I beg you, be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
- O God, you granted me retribution and made peoples subject to me and saved me from my raging enemies.
- Therefore I will proclaim you, o Lord, among the nations, and I will sing praise to your name.
Reflection Questions: 
In the last verse of this passage, St. Paul exhorts us to be imitators of him. How are we imitators of St. Paul? 

What do we need to do to be more like him?
Suggested Prayer: O God, help me be the person of faith You want me to be.
الرسالة: البروكيمنون: لتكنْ يا ربُّ رحمتُك علينا، بحسَبِ اتكالنا عليك.
                              إِبتهجوا أَيها الصِدّيقونَ بالربّ، بالمستقيمينَ يليقُ التسبيح.                                               
 فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول الأولى إلى أهل كورنثس (4: 9 – 16)                                               
يا إخوة. إن اللهَ قد أَبرزَنا نحن الرسلَ آخِري الناس، كأَنَّا مجعولونَ للموت. لأنَّا فد صرنا مشهداً للعالمِ والملائكةِ والبشر. نحنُ جهَّالٌ من أَجلِ المسيح، أَمَّا أَنتم فحكماءُ في المسيح. نحن ضعفاء، أَما أَنتم فأَقوياء. أَنتم مكرَّمون، أَما نحن فمهانون. وحتى هذه الساعةِ نجوعُ ونعطش، ونَعْرى ونُلطَمُ ولا قرارَ لنا، ونتعبُ عاملينَ بأَيدينا. نُُشْتَمُ فنُبارِك، نُضطَّهَدُ فنحتمِل. يُشَنَّعُ علينا فنتضرَّع. قد صرنا كأَقذارِ العالم، كأَوساخٍ  يستخبثُها الجميعُ حتى الآن. ولا أَكتبُ ذلك لإخجالِكم، لكني أَعظُكم كأَولادي الأحبَّاء. لأنه ولو كانَ لكم ربواتٌ من المعلمينَ في المسيح، ليس لكم آباءٌ كثيرون، لأني أَنا ولدتُكم في المسيحِ يسوعَ بالإنجيل. فأَطلبُ إِليكم أَن تكونوا بي مقتدين.
- اللهُ هو المنتقمُ لي، ومُخضِعُ الشعوبِ تحتي.
- المُعَظِمُ خلاصَ الملك، والصانعُ رحمةً إِلى مسيحِه.
Gospel (Mt 17:14-23): Healing of the Epileptic Boy
At that time a man approached Jesus, and threw himself on his knees before him, saying, “Lord, have pity on my son, for he is a lunatic, and suffers severely; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. And I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure him.” Jesus answered and said, “O unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus rebuked him; and the devil went out of him, and from that moment the boy was cured. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and asked, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, “Because of your little faith; for amen I say to you, if you have faith like a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here,’ and it will move. And nothing will be impossible to you. But this kind can only be cast out by prayer and fasting.” Now while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill him: and on the third day he will rise again.”
Reflection Questions:
Does it feel sometimes like we can't do what God has put before us? What happens when the obstacles of service seem insurmountable? Jesus' answer is that we need faith. Fortunately, we can ask God for more faith.
Suggested Prayer: O God, thank You for the faith You give me, strengthen me in my weakness and give me more faith.
 الإنجيل (متى 17: 14– 23): شفاء المعترى                                              
في  ذلك الزمانِ، دنا إلى يسوعَ إِنسانٌ، فجَثا لهُ وقال: يا سيّد، ارحَم ابني، فإِنهُ يعترى في رُؤُوسِ الأَهِلَّةِ ويتأَلَّمُ جدًّا. فإِنَّهُ كثيراً ما يَقَعُ في النار، وكثيراً في الماء. وقد قدَّمتُهُ لتَلاميذِكَ فلم يَستطيعوا أَن يَشفُوه. فأَجابَ يسوعُ وقال: أَيُّها الجيلُ الغيرُ المؤمِن الأَعوَج، إِلى مَتى أَكونُ معكُم، حتَّى مَتى أَحتَمِلُكم؟ إِليَّ بهِ إِلى ههُنا. وانتَهَرَهُ يسوع، فخرجَ منهُ الشَّيطان، وشُفِيَ الغُلامُ من تلكَ الساعة. حينئذٍ دَنا التَلاميذُ إِلى يسوعَ على انفِرادٍ وقالُوا: لماذا لم نَستَطِعْ نحن أَن نُخرِجَهُ؟ فقالَ لهم يسوع: لعَدَمِ إِيمانِكُم. فالحقَّ أَقولُ لكُم، لو كانَ لكم إِيمانٌ مثلَ حَبَّةِ الخَرْدَل، لكنتُم تقولونَ لهذا الجبَلِ انتَقِلْ مِن هُنا إِلى هُناك، فيَنتَقِل، ولا يَستَحيل علَيكم شيء. أَمَّا هذا الجنسُ فلا يَخرُجُ إِلا بالصَّلاةِ والصَّوم. وإِذْ كانوا يَطوفونَ في الجليل قال لهم يسوع: إنَّ ابنَ الإِنسانِ مُزمعٌ أَن يُسلَمَ إلى أَيدي الناس. فيَقْتُلونهُ، وفي اليَومِ الثالثِ يَقوم.
Announcements
Suggestions to transform our fasting time into
Real Spiritual Preparation For The Feast:

- Read the Holy Scriptures on a daily basis, focusing 
  mainly on the events related to the Virgin Mary.

- Read a book about the Virgin Mary, and then share its 
  content with your family and/or friends.
- Watch a movie related to the life of Virgin Mary or her 
  intercessions such as the Lady of Fatima or Lourdes.

- Chose a food ingredient or tow and abstain from consuming it for this period of fast.

- Reach out to someone who is sick or in need of your love and compassion.

- Review your spiritual life and approach the Mystery of Reconciliation.

- Think of an amount of money you would like to share with the poor and needy in our 
  countries (Fr. Fouad will be leaving over seas on Aug. 16, and will gladly deliver any 

  donations you may offer).
- Mark your calendars in order to participate in the Specific Church Prayers:

Paraklisis Schedule(صلاة الباركليسي)  in our Parish: All prayers are at 7:30 pm.
Wed. Aug. 4: 
Paraklisis

Fri. Aug. 6: 
Feast of the Transfiguration (عيد التجلي), Liturgy and Grapes Blessing.

Wed. Aug. 11: Paraklisis

Fri. Aug. 13: 
Paraklisis

Sun. Aug. 15 at 11 am. Div. Liturgy of the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos.
Home Blessing:  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment. 
Health & Speedy Recovery:  All names of family members and friends to be added under “Health and Speedy Recovery” should be mentioned and added to the Bulletin by request only and on weekly basis.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
Choir Attire:  Our Choir is in need of new costumes since the available ones are old and dated. New attires are at $115 apiece.   If someone wishes to donate, talk to Farid Bichara (847)581-9786.
The Midwest Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs is hosting their 74th annual convention August 5-8, 2010 at the Drury Lane/Hilton Suites in Oak Brook, IL.  Doris Farhat will be entertaining at the haflis on Friday and Saturday nights.  There will be a walk for St. Jude on Saturday August 7th at 9:30am at the Oak Woods Forest Preserve.  A $25 donation to St. Jude includes a t-shirt and a free picnic afterwards.  For more information and tickets please contact Jackie Haddad at 630-941-9388.
St. Michaels in Hammond Indiana will be having their Annual Festival on August 6,7,8. Friday and Saturday from 5pm-11pm and Sunday from 2pm-8pm. Let us support them by attending to make it a successful event.  For any questions or if you would like to rent a table to sell items please call Najeeb Haddad, at 773 780 1549. 
Knights of Colombus:  Our Church would like to reactivate the Counsel of the Archbishop Joseph Tawil.  We encourage all our gentlemen to join this elite and classy non-profit organization of the Knights of Columbus; whose main functions include, but not limited to, building the Church, defending the Clergy, helping the children with special needs and sending medication to the underprivileged children in the Middle East.  Contact GK Nabil Nijmeh 847/280-0251 and PGK Abe Souri 708/646-8873.  Hope to hear from you soon.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible:

What are the effects of the original sin in us? As a result of the original sin, we are conceived without the possession of the sanctified grace. Adam lost the sanctified grace (he was expelled from the Garden of Eden), and we are born “out of the Garden of Eden”.
Is the original sin only the bad example that Adam passed on to his descendants? Original sin is not only the bad example passed on by Adam. It is a real sin, though not in the ordinary sense of a transgression of God’s law that we personally committed. 
How is original sin in us a real sin? Original sin in us is a real sin because it means the loss of the holiness we would have possessed if Adam had not sinned. It deprives us of a right to the beatific vision.
How is original sin passed on from the time of Adam? Original sin is passed on by the father to his children, through human generation.
Does original sin totally corrupt our human nature? Original sin does not totally corrupt human nature. We are darkened in mind and weakened in will. But we are still capable of natural virtues and of freely cooperating with the grace of God.
Is the absence of sanctifying grace the only effect of original sin? No, besides sanctifying grace, we also lost the gift of bodily immortality, which means we must suffer and die; and the gift of integrity, which explains why we have disorderly tendencies.
Has original sin remained without a remedy? No, immediately after the fall God promised to send a Redeemer so that man could recover sanctifying grace and cope with the effects of original sin.
How is original sin removed from our soul? Original sin, as the absence of sanctifying grace, is ordinarily removed by the sacrament of baptism. Christ established the sacrament of baptism to remove original sin.  And the removal of original sin means the restoration of the sanctifying grace to the soul. After baptism we are really put back into the Garden of Eden, from which Adam was expelled, and enjoy the friendship of God, and are saved.
Sacred Symbols: 

Christ Pantocrator: One of the most typical and most meaningful symbols of our Church is the icon of Christ Pantocrator, the Lord Omnipotent, that appears in the dome of most Byzantine Churches. It is the image of the glorified Christ reigning on His heavenly throne. The early Christians felt the need to emphasize the Almighty God Who sat enthroned as Emperor, Monarch, Ruler, surrounded by His heavenly court of saints and angels and Who dominated His flock.
The word “Pantocrator” and the idea behind it appear in the Book of Revelation. We hear God saying in Rev. 1:18: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come, the Pantocrator (Almighty).“
The highest point of the Church is reserved for the Lord.  His Mother and all the other saints, angels and prophets are depicted on the walls immediately below the Pantocrator. Finally, the floor level of the Church is reserved for us - the members of the Church militant. Thus around the figure of Christ in the dome is gathered His entire Church both that in heaven as symbolized by the saints in the icons and that on earth as expressed by the presence of the living members. The entire Church - that in heaven and that on earth- merges and comes together to glorify and sing praises to the Risen Christ, the Pantocrator.

Hard Sayings: 
Jesus said: “I am the bread of life that has come down from heaven… If anyone eats of this bread  he shall live forever… He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life everlasting…. My flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed” (John 6:48-60).  “Whoever eats this bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of a sin against the body and blood of the Lord…  Let a man examine himself… for he who eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks judgment to himself” ( 1 Cor 11:11-30)

Eating and drinking this bread and wine worthily will bring to man eternal life. But eating and drinking unworthily will bring man eternal damnation. This is why a man before going to receive holy communion must examine himself to see of he is spiritually disposed to receive this sacrament. A man who has committed serious sins against the law of God and the teachings of the Church must not approach to receive the Body and Blood of Christ lest he eats and drinks his own damnation. What an astonishing result of the very same act: for a man it results in eternal life, for another in eternal damnation.

A Ventriloquist: 
This ventriloquist attended a funeral. As the casket was lowered into the grave, a voice came from the bier, “Let me down easy, boys.”

 “And what happened then?

“I dunno. I didn’t stay.“                                                                  End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
    

Collection - 7/18/2010 :
Collections: $1x73, $5x12, $10x8, $15x2, $20x13, $25x4, 
                      $30x1 $50x5, $60X1, $75x1, $100x4
                      Regular $1,343, Spanish $75, Total: $1,418
Jesus have done a great thing in love for us… 

What we do with it is our response!

Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names from the list, please call: (708/938-5804)
Happiness & Prosperity:  Terese Riadi and Family
Health & Speedy Recovery: 
Arminé Gastonian (sister of Annie Karam) and

Lydia Makdah


By Tony & Annie Karam

Fifi Paden



By Abe & Lily Baroud 
Elie Ghawi


By the Ghawi Family
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Nadia AlNemri


By Terese Riadi

Lana Noujeime


By Thermo King


Chuck Basile


By the Naffah Family
Fr. Joseph Kandalaft (8/3/1957), 
Fr. Basil William Adcock (8/4/1998) 
And Fr. Abraham Kattan (?)
By our Church
