	[image: image1.jpg]


ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., 
Northlake, IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh 708 938 5804
stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal 708 339 3139

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni 847 674 8564
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata 847 227 8884

Deacon Fadi Rafidi 708 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months before the proposed wedding date should be given to the pastor to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.

www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 

For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

  Sunday, January 31, 2010                                                       الأحد 31 كانون الثاني 2010      Sunday of the Prodigal Son                                                                       أحد الابن الشاطر 


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                     Sept. 1 – Aug. 31_
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      

            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses

Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon Prayer: O God of mercy and compassion, Who do not want the sinner to die but to repent and live, we ask You to shine the Light of your Face upon us. Convert us to You, for the enemy has deceived us and stripped us of your grace. Restore to us our initial vestment. Open to us the doors of your great mercy, that we may enter your heavenly Dwellings with the Elect and praise your glory forever.  For You have sent your Only-begotten Son in forgiveness to the World, through Him we render glory, thanksgiving and worship to You Eternal Father, and to your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. 
صلاة الانديفونة: يا إلهَ الرحمةِ والرأفة، يا مَن لا يشاءُ موتَ الخاطئ، بل يُريده أن يتوبَ ويحيا، نسأَلُك أن تُنيرَ علينا بوجهكَ وتُرجعنا إليك، نحن الذين خَدعهم العدوُّ وعرَّاهم من نعمتك، وأنْ تُعيدَ إلينا الحُلةَ الأولى، وتفتحَ لنا أبواب رحمتكَ الواسعة، فندخلَ ديارك مع المختارين ونسبح عزتك على الدوام. لأنك أرسلت ابنكَ الوحيد غـُفراناً للعالم، وبه نرفعُ إليك المجد والشكر والسجود، أيها الآب الأزليُّ، وإلى روحك القدوس الصالح والمحيي، الآن وكلَّ أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين.
Antiphon:  Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior Save us.
R/ As Kind as a father is towards his children, so kind is the Lord for those who fear him.

R/ The Lord Himself knows well how we were formed: remember, we are only dust!

R/ A man! His days resemble grass:  as a flower of the field, so shall he bloom.
Hymns: 
Troparion of the Resurrection (2nd Tone): When You descended to death, O immortal Life, You destroyed Hades by the splendor of Your divinity. And when You raised the dead from below the earth, all the heavenly powers cried out to you: “O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!”
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الثاني): لما نزلت الى الموت، أيها الحياةُ الخالدة، أمتَ الجحيم بسنى لاهوتك. ولما أقمتَ الاموات من تحت الثرى، صرخت جميعُ قوات السماويين: أيها المسيحُ ألهنا، يا مُعطي الحياة، المجد لك.
Troparion of the patron of the church 
Kondakion of the Presentation (1st tone): O Christ our God who through your birth have sanctified the virginal womb and have now blessed the arms of Simon, today You have come to save us.  O Lord, when wars prevail, keep your people in peace and strengthen our Public Authorities in every good deed, for You alone are the lover of Mankind.
قنداق الدخول (باللحن الاول): أيها المسيحُ الاله، يا من بمولدِه ِ قدَّسَ المستودعَ البتولي، وباركَ يدَيْ سِمعان َ كما يَليق.  لقد بادرت َ الآنَ ايضا ً وخلَّصتَنا. فاّحفظ رعيَتكَ بسلامٍ في الحروب. وأيدِ الملوكَ الذينَ أَحببَتَهم أيها المحبُ البشرِ وحدَك. 
Epistle: 
Prokimenon: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in you.
            Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.
Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (6:12-20):
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are fitting.  All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of anyone.  Food is for the belly, and the belly for food, but God will destroy both the one and the other.  Now, the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  For God has raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them the members of a prostitute? By no means! Or do you not know that one who cleaves tot a prostitute become one body with her?  For the two, it is said, shall be one flesh (Gn.2:24). But he who cleaves to the Lord in one spirit with him.  Flee immortality.  Every sin a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your members are the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God and that you are not your own? For you have been bought at a great price.  Glorify God therefore in your body and in your soul which both are God’s.
- O God, you granted me retribution and make peoples subject to me and saved me form my raging enemies.
- Therefore I will proclaim your, O Lord, among the nations, and I will sing praise to your name.
الرسالة: البروكيمنون: لتكُنْ يا ربُ رحمتـُكَ علينا، بحسبِ اتكاِلنا عليك 
                              إبتهجوا أَيها الصدّيقونَ بالربّ، بالمستقيمينَ يليقُ التسبيح
 فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول الاولى إلى أهل كورنثس (6: 12-20):  
يا اخوة.  كل شيء يجوز لي، ولكن ليس كل شيء ينفع. كل شيء يجوز لي، ولكن لا يتسلَّط علىَّ شيء. ان الاطعمة للجوف والجوف للاطعمة. وسَيُبيدُ الله هذا وتلك. أَما الجسد فليس للزنى بل للرب. والربُ للجسد والله قد أَقام الرب.  وسيقيمنا نحنُ أَيضاً بقوته. أَما تعلمون ان اجسادكم هي أَعضاء المسيح؟ أَفآخذ أَعطاء المسيح واجعلها اعضاء زانية؟ حاشى. أَوما تعلمون ان من اقترن بزانية يصير معها جسداً واحداً؟ لانه قد قيل: يصيرانِ كلاهما جسداً واحداً. أَما الذي يقترنُ بالرب فيكونَ معه روحاً واحداً. اهربوا من الزنى. ان كل خطيئةٍ يفعلها الإنسان هي خارج الجسد. أَما الزنى فإِنة يجرم الى الجسده. أَوما تعلمون ان أَجسادكم هي هيكلُ الروحِ القدسِ الذي فيكم، الذي نلتموه من الله، وأنكم لستم لانفسكم. لانكم قد اشتُريتم بثمنٍ كريم؟  فمجدوا الله اذن في جسدكم وروحكم اللذَين هما لله.
-  الله هو المنتقمُ لي، ومخضعَ الشعوبَ تحتي.
-  المعظَمُ خلاص الملك، والصانعُ رحمةً إِلى مسيحه.
Gospel (Luke 15: 11-32): Parable of the Prodigal Son
The Lord told this parable: “A man had two sons.  And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.’ And he divided his possessions between them.  And not many days later, the younger son gathered up all his wealth and traveled to a far country; and there he squandered his fortune in loose living.  And after he had spent all, there came a severe famine over that country, and he began to suffer from it.  And he went and joined one of the local landowners, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  And he longed to fill himself with the pods the pigs were eating, but no one offered to give them to him.  But when he had come to his senses, he said, ‘How many hired men in my father’s house have bread in abundance, while I am perishing with hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.” And he got up and went to his father.  But while he was yet a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion and ran and fell upon his neck and kissed him.  And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the Father said to his servants, ‘Fetch quickly the best robe and put it on him, and give him a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet; and bring out the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; because my son was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to make merry.  Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came close to the house, he heard music and dancing.  And calling one of the servants he asked what this meant.  And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has got him back safe.’ But he was angered and would not go in. His father, therefore, came out and began to beg him.  But he answered and said to his father, ‘Look, these many years I have been serving you, and have never disobeyed any of your orders; and yet, you have never given me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours comes, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes; you have killed for him the fattened calf!’  But he said to him, ‘Son you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours; but we were bound to make merry and rejoice, for this your brother was dead, and has come to life; he was lost and is found.’” 
الإنجيل  )لوقا 15: 11 - 32) : مثل الابن الشاطر 
قال الربُّ هذا المثل: إِنسان كانَ لهُ ابنَان.  فقالَ اصغرهم لابيه: يا أَبت أَعطني نصيبي  من المال. فقسم بينهما أَمواله. وبعد أَيام غير كثيرة جمع الابن الاصغر كل شيء له وسافر إِلى بلدٍ بعيد. وبذَّر ماله هناك عائشاً في الخلاعة. فلمَّا انفق كل شيء له ، حدثت في ذلك البلد مجاعة شديدة. فأَخذ في العوز. فذهب وانضوى الى واحد من أَهل ذلك البلد. فأَرسلهُ الى حُقُولٍِه يرعى الخنازير، وكان يشتهي أَن يملأ بطنه من الخرنوب الذي كانت الخنازير تأَكله، ولم يعطه أحد. فرجع الى نفسه وقال. كم لأَبي من أُجراء يفضل عنهم الخبز، وأَنا اهلك جوعاً. أَقومُ وأَمضي إلى أَبي وأَقولُ له: يا أَبتِ قد خطئتُ إِلى السماءِ وامَامَك. ولستُ مُستَحِقاً بعدُ أَن أُدعى لكَ ابناً، فاجعلني كأَحدِ أُجرائك. فقَامَ وجاءَ إِلى أبيه. وفيما هو بعيد، رآه أبوه فتحرَّكت أَحشاؤه. وأَسرع وأَلقى بنفسه على عنقه وقبَّله. فقال له الابن: يا أَبتِ قد خَطئتُ إِلى السماءِ وأمَامَك، ولستُ مُستحقاً أَن أُدعى لكَ ابناً. فقالَ الاب لعبيده: هاتوا الحلَّة الاولى وأَلبسوه. واجعلوا خاتماً في يده وحذاءً في رجليه. وأَتو بالعجل المسمَّن واذبحوه فنأَكلُ ونفرح. لأنَ ابني هذا كان ميتاً فعاش، وكان ضالاً فوجد. فطفقوا يفرحون. وكان ابنهُ الأكبر في الحقل. فلما أَتى وقَرُبَ من البيتِ سَمِعَ أَصواتَ الغناءَ والرقص. فدعا أَحدَ الغلمان وسأَله ما عسى أَن يكون هذا. فقال له: قد قَدُمَ أَخوكَ، فَذَبحَ أَبوكَ العجلَ المسمَّن، لأنه لقِيهُ سالماً. فَغَضِبَ ولَمْ يُرِدْ أَن يدخُل. فَخَرَجَ أَبوه وطَفِقَ يتضرَّعُ اليه. فأَجابَ وقالَ لأبيه كم لي من السنين أَخْدُمُكَ ولَمْ أَتعدَّ وصيتكَ قط ّ. وأَنت لم تعطني قط ّ جدياً لأَفرحَ مع أَصدقائي. ولما جاءَ ابْنُكَ هذا الذي أَكل أَموالكَ مع الزواني، ذبحتَ له العجلَ المسمَّن. فقالَ لهُ يا ابني أَنت معي في كلِ حين، وكلُ ما هوَ لي هوَ لكَ.  ولكن كانَ ينبغي أَن نَتَنعَّمَ ونَفرح. لأَن أَخاك هذا كان ميتاً فعاش، وكان ضاَّلاً فَوُجِدْ.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, Jan. 31st is NAMY’S FALAFEL DAY; please support our Youth.  
Tuesday, Feb. 2nd Commemorates the Entrance of our Lord to the Temple: 

This Feast will be celebrated next Sunday.

Saturday, Feb. 6 is Saturday of the Dead: Please send the names of your departed ones to stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com or call Lucy (847)506-9079 to register the names. Prayers will made the next day, Sunday, Feb. 7th. 

Home Blessings: The Blessing of our Homes is encouraged in New Year. Please call Fr. Fouad to make an appointment at (708) 938-5804

 أعلاه            نشجع الجميع على دعوة الكاهن لزيارة البيوت ورشها بالماء المقدس بناء على موعد. اتصل بالرقم  Tuesday, Feb. 2: Feast of the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ into the Temple. 
We celebrate this feast the next Sunday.

During the Absence of Fr. Fouad Sayegh over seas, Frs. Philaret (WI), John Paul (WI) and Robert Rabbat (MA) will replace him inshallah.  In case of an emergency, contact Protodeacon Tony Shehata at 847/227-8884 or Dn. Fadi Rafidi at 708/473-5455
ST JOHN’S VALENTINE PARTY FEB. 13, 2010
Mark your calendars and plan on attending with family and friends; support your church and the Middle East Orphans.  As usual, this year’s party will be celebrated at St. John’s hall, and the proceeds will go to the Palestinian Orphans. 

Learning from past experiences, you could reserve a table of your choice only after a full non-refundable payment is made at the time of reservation; no exceptions made.  Seats are limited and we cannot afford last minute cancellations. For more information, please contact Nouha Ferraye @ 708/795-5253.  Donation: $65 per person.
Necessary recommendations:  PLEASE collaborate for a better being:

· Do not reserve two parking places for one car; our parking lot is limited. 

· Each car must have a parking sticker in case you block someone in.

· Coffee Hour--To give an opportunity for every family at our church to serve for the coffee hour, an Alphabetical list (by last name) will be used, it will show the week that each family will serve. Please Contact Abe Souri at 708-646-8873 for any hall event.  Your cooperation is appreciated.
· Church Events:  We need more volunteers to roll up their sleeves and help- and less people complaining and criticizing!

· Hall Kitchen is only for the service of the community and can become very crowded.  Please stay in the hall if you are not a part of the event-taking place (coffee hour as well).
BE POSITIVE, START YOUR LOVE FOR OTHERS BY LOVING YOUR CHURCH’S COMMUNITY WHICH IS YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY.

FR. MARZAL’S BULLETIN - SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
Knowing The Bible: Why and when was the Bible divided in chapters and verses?

The authors of the Holy Books did not divide them in chapters and verses. When referring to a Biblical passage, the ancient Christian writers said, for instance, ”As St. Paul says in the Letter to the Romans: Through a man sin entered into the world… etc”; and if you did not know much about the Letter to the Romans, you will have to search in the whole Letter until finally you found that passage. This was not very practical. 

In the 13th century a professor of the University of Paris, France, named Stephen Langton, who later became archbishop and cardinal, divided the Bible in chapters, each of them more or less of the same length, around the year 1206.  The division in verses is still more recent, and it is due to the typographer Robert Etienne, in 1551.

With these divisions of chapters and verses it is very easy to quote and find any passage in the Bible.

These divisions are found in all the translations of the Bible, and they even have been introduced into the editions of the original texts, Hebrew and Greek.

NOTE: The quotations from the Bible usually follow this format: 1) the name of the book (in full or in abbreviation); 2) a number, indicating the chapter of that book; 3) followed by another number (separated from the previous number usually by a coma (,) or a colon   (:), to indicate the verse or verses of the quotation. Example: Romans 10:33).

-Why do Sacred Scripture teach the truth?

-Because God himself is the author of Sacred Scripture. For this reason it is said to be inspired and to teach without error those truths which are necessary for our salvation.  The Holy Spirit inspired the human authors who wrote what he wanted to teach us. The Christian faith, however, is not a “religion of the Book,” but of the Word of God - “not a written and mute word, but incarnate and living“(Saint Bernard of Clairvaux).  (Compendium, n.18).

Sacred Symbols:  Fasting as a posture of prayer

Fasting is also a physical posture through which the body participates with the soul in the worship of God. The ancient monks said that one of the purposes of fasting is to capture the attention of the pig which is constantly looking downward seeking food and turn it up so that it begins to seek after the food that lasts unto life everlasting.

We need to distinguish among many forms of fasting: (1) the fasting of expectation before receiving Holy Communion; (2) the fasting of remorse, or sorrow for our sins, which is practiced especially during Lent; (3) the fasting of love, whereby one denies himself food in order to help feed or clothe the hungry and needed; (4) the fasting of remembrance, i.e., Friday; (5) the monastic or ascetical fast. 

Through fasting we are reminded that a life does not depend on bread alone. Thorough fasting the body truly prays.

Hard Sayings:  Jesus said: “Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge him before my Father in Heaven. But he that shall deny me before men, I will also deny him before my Father who is in Heaven” (Matthew 10:33)
If a man is loyal to Jesus Christ in this life, Jesus Christ will be loyal to him in the life to come. But it is possible for a man to deny Jesus Christ.

(1) We may deny him with our words. The Christian has a duty of being different from the world. It is not our duty to be conformed the world; it is our duty to be transformed from it.

(2) We can deny him by our silence. Again and again life brings us the opportunity to speak some word for Christ; to utter some protest against evil, to take some stand and to show what side we are on. On many occasion it is easier to keep silence than to speak. But such a silence is a denial of Jesus Christ. We deny Christ by cowardly silence.

(3) We can deny him by our actions. We can live in such a way that our life is a continuous denial of the faith which we profess. 


“But he that shall deny me before men, I will also deny him before my 
Extreme Case: There was a man so stingy that he saw the Liturgy on television and, when the collection basket was about to be passed, he changed channel.

End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Collections:   Sunday 01/24/10: Regular: $ 1,144
                                          Spanish: $     123 

Liturgy Intentions
To add or remove Names, please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804
Happiness & Prosperity:   Mrs. Bassima Aranki
Healthy & Speedy Recovery:  Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, 

Violet Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Jamileh Nijmeh, Hilda Farah, 

Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Raymond Khasho, Claudia 

Halasa and Marcel Maloyan.

Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom:  

Lana Noujeime



By Hani Allam & Family



Bernice Simon



By Antoine Karam & Family

Habib & Matilde Naffah


By the Naffah Family


 

Fr. Basil Shaheen (1/28/19530 and

Fr. Alexander Kelliher (1/31/2004)
By Our Church 

