	[image: image1.jpg]


ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., 
Northlake, IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh 
stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal 

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni 
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata 
Deacon Fadi Rafidi 
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months before the proposed wedding date should be given to the pastor to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.

www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 

For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

 Sunday, February 14, 2010                                                                الأحد  14 شباط 2010         Sunday of the Cheese Fare                                                                                  أحد مرفع الجبن 


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                     Sept. 1 – Aug. 31_
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      

            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses

Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY

Antiphon Prayer: O Creator of the Universe, You fashioned Adam from the dust of the earth. You infused him with a breath of life. You gave him dominion over the earth. By the enticement of the Serpent he rebelled against Your Commandments and fell. You therefore exiled him from Paradise. But your Only-begotten Son was incarnate, endured Passion and restored us to the Garden of Eden which we had lost. We therefore implore You, at the threshold of Holy and Great Lent, to make us worthy of a sincere repentance, so that we may avoid even the shadow of evil and abstain from carnal pleasure in order to gain You, Divine River of Paradise that quenches the thirst of our souls. Thus, having lived according to your commandments, we may share the glory of the Resurrection of Christ, our God and Savior. For You are long-suffering, most compassionate and You call all people to salvation; and to You we render glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
صلاة الأنديفونة: أيها الإلهُ المُبدع، لمَّا جبلتَ آدم من تُراب الأرض نفخت فيه نسمةَ حياة، وسلَّطتَه على هذا الكون. لكنه سقط بغِوايِةِ الحيَّة، لمَّا عصى أمركَ وتناولَ من الثمرة المحرمة. فنفيته من الفردوس. ولمَّا تجسد مسيحُك واحتمل الآلام لأجلنا، أعادنا إلى جنة عدن التي خسرناها بآدم. فنضرَعُ إليكَ، ونحنُ على عتبةِ الصومِ الأربعينيّ المقدس، أن تُؤهلنا للتوبة الصادقة، فنمتنع عن كل شبهِ شرّ، ونصوم عن اللذات لنحظى بكَ، أنتَ نهر النعيم المروي نفوسنا الظمأى، وإذا ما سلكنا سُبُلَ وصاياك نبلغُ الى التمتع بأمجاد قيامة المسيح إلهنا ومخلصنا. لأنكَ أنت الطويل الأناة، الكثير الرحمة والداعي الجميع الى الخلاص، ولك ينبغي كلُ مجدٍ وإكرام ٍ وسجود، أيها الاب والابن والروح القُدُس، ألآن وكل أوان ...
Antiphons: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior...

​- The Lord releases the fettered ones; the Lord gives wisdom to the blind.

- الرب يُنهِض المهشّمين، الرب يحبّ الصدّيقين، الرب يحفظ الغرباء.                               
- The Lord will support the orphan and the widow, but destroy the way of the wicked.
Hymns: 
Troparion of the Resurrection (4th Tone): The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the angel the joyful announcement of the resurrection, and having rejected the ancestral sentence, proudly told the apostles: Death is despoiled. Christ God is risen, bestowing to the world great mercy.”
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الرابع): إن تلميذات الرب تعلمنَ من الملاكِ بشرى القيامةِ البهيجة. ونبذنَ القضاءَ على الجدين، وقلن للرسلِ مفتخراتٍ: لقد سُلب الموت، ونهض المسيحُ الاله، واهباً للعالمِ عظيمَ الرحمة.
Troparion of the patron of the church
Kondakion of Cheese-fare (6th Tone): O You who guide men toward wisdom, and give them intelligence and understanding, instructor of the ignorant and helper of the poor, strengthen and enlighten my heart, O Lord, give me word, O Word of the Father, for behold I will not refrain my lips from crying out to You: O merciful One, have mercy on me who have fallen.
قنداق الختام لمرفع الجبن (باللحن السادس): أيها الهادي الى الحكمة، وواهبُ الفطنة، ومُثقَّفُ الجُهَّال، ومُجيرُ المساكين، شدَّد قلبي وامنحه فهماً، أَيُّها السيد، وأعطني كلاماً، يا كلمةَ الآب. فها انا لن أُمسِكَ شفتيَّ عن الصراخ اليك: أَيُّها الرَّحيم، ارحْمني أنا الواقع 

Epistle: Prokimenon: 
Sing praise to our God, sing praise! Sing praise to our King, sing praise!. 
All you peoples, clap your hands! Shout to God with cries of gladness.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (13:11-14: 1-4)
Brethren, now our salvation is nearer than when we came to believe.  The night is far advanced: the day is at hand.  Let us therefore lay aside the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light.  Let us walk becomingly as in daytime, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in debauchery and wantonness, not in strife and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and as for the flesh, pay no attention to its lusts. But whoever is weak in faith, receive him without arguing about opinion.  For one believes he may eat all things but another who is weak, let him eat vegetables.  Let not the one who eats despise the one who does not; and let not the one who does not eat judge the one who does, for God has received him.  Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls but he will stand, for God is able to make him stand.
- In you, O lord, I have hoped: let me never be put to shame. In your Justice, save me and deliver me.
- Be for me a protecting God, a sheltering house to save me.
الرسالة: البروكيمنون: رنّموا لالهنا رنّموا، رنّمِوا لملكِنا رنّموا
                              يا جميعَ الأُممِ صَفِقوا بالايادي، هلِلّوا للهِ بصوتِ الابتهاج 
                              فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهل رومة (13 :11 - 14: 4):  
يا اخوة.  إِن الخلاصَ أقربُ إِلينا الآنَ مما كانَ حينَ آمنَّا. قد تناهى الليلُ وأقتربَ النهار، فلنخلعْ اذن أَعمال الظلمة، ونلبس اسلحة النور. لنسلكنَّ سُلوكاً لائقاً كما في النهار، لا بالقصوفِ والسكر، ولا بالمضاجعِ والعهر، ولا بالخصامِ والحسد. بل البسوا الربَ يسوع الميسح، ولا تهتموا بالجسد لقضاءِ شهواتِه. من كانَ ضعيفاً في الايمانِ فأقبلوه بغير مباحثةٍ في الآراء. مِنَ الناسِ من يعتقدَ أَن له ان يأكلَ كُلَ شيءٍ، أَما الضعيفُ فيأكل بقولاً. فلا يزدرِ الذي يأكل من لا يأكل، ولا يدنِ الذي يأكل من لا يأكل، لان الله قد قبله. أَنتَ من أَنتَ يامنْ يدن عبدَ غيره، انه لمولاه يثْبتْ أو يسقط ، لكنه سيثبتُ لأَن الله قادرٌ أَن يُثَبِتَهُ.
-  عليكَ ياربّ توكلت، فلا أخزَ إِلي الابد، بعدلكَ نجّني وانتشلني.
-  كن لي إِلهاً محامياً وبيت ملجاءٍ لخلاصي.
Gospel (Matthew 6:14-21): Forgiveness and Fasting
The Lord said, “If you forgive men their offenses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men there offenses, neither will your Father forgive you your offenses.  And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, who disfigure their faces in order to appear to men as fasting.  Amen I say to you they had their reward.  But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you may not be seen by men to fast, but by your Father, who is in secret; and your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.  Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where worm and rodent consume, and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for your treasures in heaven, where neither worm nor rodent consumes, nor thieves break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there also will be your heart.” 
الإنجيل (متى 6: 14-21) :الغفران والصوم 
قال الربُّ: إن غفرتم للناس زلاَّتِهم، يغفرْ لكم أَيضاً أَبوكم السماوي زلاَّتِكم. وإِن لم تغفروا للناس زلاَّتهم، فأَبوكم أَيضاً لا يغفرُ لكم زلاَّتكم.  واذا صمتم فلا تكونوا معبسين كالُمرائين فإنهم يُنَكرون وجوهَهم ليظهروا للناس صائمن. الحقَّ أَقول لكم، انهم قد نالوا اجرهم. أَما أَنتَ فإِذا صمتَ، فادهنْ رأسكَ وأغسل وجهكَ، لئَّلا تظهرَ للناس صائماً بك لأبيكَ الذي في الخفية، وأبوكَ الذي ينظرُ في الخفية هو يجازيكَ علانية. لا تكنزوا لكم كنوزاً على الارض، حيثُ يُفسذُ السوس والصدَأ، وحيثُ ينقبُ السارقون ويسرقون. لكن اكنزوا لكم كنوزاً في السماء، حيثُ لا يفسدُ سوسٌ ولا صدَأ، ولا ينقبُ السارقونَ ولا يسرقون. فإنه حيثُ يكونُ كنزُكم هناك يكونُ قلبُكم أيضاً.
LENT 2010

Lent is the penitential season of the Church’s year. This year, it begins on 
February 15 and ends with Pascha’s Liturgy.  Lent has six Sundays. The 
Sixth is called Passion or Palm Sunday and marks the beginning of the 
Holy Week.  Traditionally, the Lenten season is a time of penance throughout the Church.  Lent is a season in which prayer, the reception of the sacraments, charity and almsgiving are emphasized.  Fast and abstinence are to be observed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

"Shepherd's Care" is our eparchy's annual Lenten charities program.  All parishes are supposed to participate.  Materials include "mite-boxes" which are distributed to each family.  The funds are collected during Great Week and then distributed by Archbishop Cyril to those in need. Thank you for your cooperation.
Home Blessing: Blessed water is used by the priest to sprinkle the homes of the faithful. The priest thus consecrates to God their lives and works and sufferings. It is a very beautiful habit of our Melkite Tradition; we urge you all to keep up this practice of having your homes blessed.  Please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804 to make an appointment for the blessing of your home. 
نشجع الجميع على دعوة الكاهن لزيارة البيوت ورشها بالماء المقدس بناء على موعد. اتصل بالرقم أعلاه
Scouts Practice: Starting today and every Friday and Sunday thereafter during lent, the Saint John Scouts will hold practices in preparation for Easter performances. Those children who are interested in joining the Scout, please see Mrs. Famia Habeeb today at the end of Sunday School. Thank you.
Necessary recommendations:  PLEASE collaborate for a better being:

· Do not reserve two parking places for one car; our parking lot is limited. 

· Each car must have a parking sticker in case you block someone in.

· Be considerate to others and make sure your tables are clean before leaving 

   the hall; our Syrian Orthodox Brothers use the hall immediately after we use it.  

· Church Events:  We need more volunteers to roll up their sleeves and help- and less people complaining and criticizing!

· Hall Kitchen is only for the service of the community and can become very crowded.  Please remain in the hall if you are not a part of the event-taking place (including coffee hour).
· Coffee Hour--To give an opportunity for every family at our church to
     serve for the coffee hour, we are formulating an Alphabetical list 
     (by last name) that will include the week we are to each serve.  
     Please Contact Abe Souri for any hall event  

PLEASE BE POSITIVE AND START YOUR LOVE FOR OTHERS BY LOVING YOUR CHURCH’ COMMUNITY WHICH IS YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin

Knowing the Bible: How do you explain that God is the author of the Bible and a man is also author of the Bible?

The Church understands Biblical inspiration as a supernatural action of God in the human author. Internally God gives light to the intellect of man so that man can understand well what God wants him to say; then God moves the will of man so that man wants to write the things that God wants to be written; and then God assists man so that he can write them without error.

Biblical inspiration is a unique case. It is an exceptional cooperation between God and man in order to produce an effect, a book. Often this cooperation has been explained by the analogy of the instrument: man is the instrument that God uses to write a book. God uses man in a way similar as I use a pen to write; if I write a letter, the entire letters proceeds from me as the principal author, and from my pen as the instrumental author, or instrument. Or a painter uses a brush; the painting proceeds from the painter and from the brush. 

But you have to realize that the pen or the brush is dead instruments, while a man is a living and free instrument. Therefore, in the case of Biblical inspiration man has his own imagination and skills; and God uses them without destroying them. As the result of the instrument, a letter or painting will show whether the pen or the brush are fine or coarse; so the written book will show whether its human writer was a well educated writer or a man with little formal literary education. The literary quality of the prose of the Biblical books reflects the human skills of the writer; but the book will always contain the truth that God wanted to be written, because it was written by God as the principal author.

How Can We Speak About God? By taking as our starting point the perfections of man and of other creatures which are a reflection, albeit a limited one, of the infinite perfection of God, we are able to speak about God with all people. We must, however, continually purify our language insofar as it is image-bound and imperfect, realizing that we can never fully express the infinite mystery of God. (Compendium n.5).
Sacred Symbols - SUNDAY: In the early church it was not the seventh day (Sabbath) but the day of Christ’s resurrection, which was the first day of the week (Mark 16:2), that became the magnet which drew the early Christians together for worship ( Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2); this became the Lord’s Day (Rev 1:10).

The old symbolism was to work all week in order to get the Sabbath rest at the end of the week.  The new symbolism is to begin each week on the first day with a mood of jubilation over our Lord’s conquest of sin and death and the whole new creation that results. Thus, Sunday became not just “a day off” but a day of Paschal rejoicing. 

Sunday serves as a challenge for us to put first things first and to give God the glory that is due to Him. Sunday - the Lord’s Day - is a symbol of the claim God has on a portion of our time, our substance, our lives, ourselves. We acknowledge once every week that all time is of God. On Sunday we establish our identity as children of our Heavenly Father.

Each recurring Sunday reminds us that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God. Sunday reminds us weekly that there is more to our lives than the sweaty routine of out everyday existence. Sunday reminds us that there is something sacred in us that remains hungry even after our bodies are fed; something that is not only alive but that seeks meaning and purpose in life. Sunday helps us to develop a close, intimate fellowship with God.

Hard Saying: Jesus said: “Because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth” (Apocalypse 3:16)
These words of Jesus tell us that the Christians who are neither cold nor hot have about them a kind of nauseating quality, which will make the risen Christ vomit them out of his mouth.

The one attitude which the risen Christ condemns is indifference. The problem of our days is not hostility to Christianity; it would be better if it were so. The problem is that to so many Christianity and the Church have ceased to have any relevance and men regard them with complete indifference. This indifference can be broken down only by the actual demonstration that Christianity is a power to make life strong and a grace to make life beautiful.

An impossible attitude to Christianity is neutrality. The man who remains completely detached in his attitude to Christ has by that very fact refused to undertake the work which is the divine purpose for him. The man who will not submit to Christ has necessarily resisted him.

One Being Rich:

- John, do you remember the saying that “silence is golden”?

- Yes, of course. Why are you saying this now.

- Well, because you never will become rich.

End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Collections:   Sunday 02/07/10: Regular: $ 1,604
                                          Spanish: $ 
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names, please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804
Happiness & Prosperity: Tawfiq & Mary Khoury and family
Healthy & Speedy Recovery:  Archdn. Elias Sahyouni, 

Violet Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Jamileh Nijmeh, Hilda Farah, 

Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Raymond Khasho, Claudia 

Halasa and Deacon Paul & Mrs. Terri Leonarczyk
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom:  

Lana Noujeime



By Hani Allam & Family



Bernice Simon



By Nicolas Yanaki & Family
Msgr. John Naffah


By Naffah Family
George Batbouta



By Abe Souri & Family
Nazmieh Jubran 



(Mother of William Nijm)


 

Fr. Philip Sayegh (2/13/1947) and

Archbishop Joseph Tawil (2/17/1999) 
By Our Church
