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DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh 
stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal 

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni 
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata 
Deacon Fadi Rafidi 
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months before the proposed wedding date should be given to the pastor to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.

www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 

For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, March 14, 2010                                                                      الأحد، 14 أذار 2010          4th Sunday of Lent: Sunday of our Father John Klimakos
   الأحد الرابع من الصوم: أحد أبينا البار يوحنا السلمي


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                     Sept. 1 – Aug. 31_
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      

            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon Prayer: O Lord, Lover of mankind, You saved the people of Niniva as they repented, fasting and weeping. Have mercy on us, for we fall short of any defense. And since You are compassionate, strengthen in our hearts our faith in your name and steady our footsteps in the way of your Commandments.  For You are good and forbearing, O our God, and to You we render glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.
صلاة الأنديفونة: أيُّها الربُّ المحبُ البشر، لقد خلَّصتَ أهل نينوى لمَّا تابُوا بالصَّوم والدموع. فارأَفْ بنا نحن العاجزين عن كلّ جواب. فبما أنك حنون، وطّد في قلوبِنا الإيمان باسمك، وثَبّت خطواتِنا في سَبيل وصاياك. لأنَّك إلهُ صالحٌ وطويلُ الأناة، وإليك نرفعُ المجد أيّها الآب والابنُ والروحُ القُدُس، الآن وكلَّ أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين.
Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior Save us.

1- Let a breath pass over the man and he is gone, and never shall he know his place again.  2- أمّا رحمةُ الربِّ فمنذُ الأزل، وإلى الأبد على الذينَ يتَّقونَهُ.                                                                     
3- And his justice is upon the children of children of those who keep his covenant and remember his laws to obey them.

 Hymns: Troparion of the Resurrection (8th Tone): O Merciful One, Who came down from on high and endured burial for three days in order to save us from suffering.  O our Life and our Resurrection, glory to you.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الثامن): إنحدرتَ من العلاءِ أيها المتحنن، وقبلتَ الدفنَ ثلاثةَ أيام، لكي تعتقنا من الآلام، فيا حياتنا وقيامتنا، يا رب المجد لك.
Troparion of St. John Klimakos (8th Tone): Your abundant tears made the wilderness to sprout and bloom, and your deep sighs of love made your labors fruitful a hundredfold; you became a shining star showering miracles upon the world.  Holy Father John, pray to Christ God that He may save our souls.
نشيد للبار يوحنا السُلمي (باللحن الثامن): بسيولِ دموِعك أخصب القفرُ العقيم. وبزفراتك العميقة أثمرتْ أتعابك مئة ضعف. فصرت للمسكونةِ كوكباً متلألئاً بالعجائب يا أبانا البار يوحنا. فاشفع إلى المسيح الإله في خلاص نفوسنا.
Kondakion of the Annunciation (8 Tone): Triumphant leader to You belongs our prize of victory! And since You saved us from adversity we offer You our thanks.  We are your people O Mother of God! So as You have that invincible power, continue to deliver us from danger that we may cry out to You Hail, O Virgin and Bride ever pure.
قنداق الختام (للحن الثامن): نَحْنُ عَبِيدَكِ يَا وَالِدَةَ الإِلَه، نَكْتُبُ لَكِ آيَاتِ الْغَلَبَة يَا قَائِدَةً قَاهِرَة. وَنُقَدِّمُ الْشُكْرَ لَكِ وَقَدْ أُنْقِذْنَا مِنَ الْشَدَائِد. لَكِنْ بِمَا أَنَّ لَكِ الْعِزَّةَ الَّتِي لا تُحَارَب، أَعْتِقِينَا مِنْ أَصْنَافِ الْمَخَاطِرْ لِكَيْ نَصْرُخَ إِلَيْكِ: إْفْرَحِي يَا عَرُوسَةً لا عَرُوسَ لَهَا. 
Epistle: Prokimenon: 
The Lord will give strength to his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace.
Give to the Lord. You sons of God, give to the Lord glory and praise.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (6: 13-20)
Brethren, when God made his promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater to swear by, He swore by himself, saying, “I will surely bless you, and will surely multiply you.”  And so, after patient waiting, Abraham obtained the promise.  For men swear by one greater than themselves, and an oath given as a guarantee is the final settlement of all their disagreements.  Hence God, meaning to show more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the firmness of his will interposed an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to deceive, we may have the strongest comfort ― we who have sought refuge in holding fast the hope set before us.  This hope we have as a sure and firm anchor of the soul, reaching even behind the veil where our forerunner Jesus has entered for us, as he became a high priest forever according to the order of Melchisedek.
- It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High!
- To proclaim your kindness at dawn, and your faithfulness throughout the night.
الرسالة: البروكيمنون: الربُ يؤتي شعبَه قوةّ، الربُ يباركُ شعبهُ بالسلام.
                              قدّموا للربِّ يا أَبناءَ الله، قدِمّوا للرب أَبناءَ الكباش.
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى العبرانين (6 : 13 – 20):
يَا إِخْوَة، إن اللهَ عند وعدهِ لإبراهيم، إذ لم يكن له أَن يُقسِمَ بما هو أَعظمُ منه، أقسمَ بنفسِه قائلا ً: لأُباركنَّك بركةً وأَكثّرَنَّكَ تكثيراً. وهكذا إِذ تأَنَّى نالَ الموعد. وإِنما الناَّسُ يُقسمونَ بما هو أَعظمُ منهم، وتنقضي كلُ مُشَاجَرةٍ بينَهم بالقسمِ للتثبيت. لذلك لما شاءَ اللهُ أن يَزيدَ وَرَثَةَ الموعدِ بياناً لعدمِ تحوّلِ عزِمه، توَّسطَ بِقَسَم، حتى نحصلَ بأَمريْنِ لا يتحوّلانِ ولا يُمكنُ أَن يحلفَ اللهُ فيهما، على تعزيةٍ قوية، نحنُ الذينَ التجأْنا إِلى التمسُّكِ بالرجاءِ الموضوعِ أَمامَنا.  الذي هو لنا كمرساةٍ للنفسِ أَمينة وراسخة. وهو يُدخِلُ إلى داخلِ الحجاب، حيثُ دخلَ يسوعُ كسابقٍ لأجلنا، صائراً رئيسَ كهنةٍ إِلى الأبدِ على رتبةِ ملكيصادق.
-  صالحٌ الاعترافُ للرب، والترنيمُ لاسمك أَيها العلي.
-  ليُخبرْ برحمتِك في الغداة، وبحقّك كلَّ ليلة.
Gospel (Mark 9: 17-31): By Prayer and Fasting
At that time, one of the crowds came to Jesus and bowed to him saying: “Master, I have brought to You my son, who has a dumb spirit; and whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth; and he is wasting away.  And I told your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.”  And He, answering him, said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you? Bring him to Me.” And they brought him to Him; and the spirit, when it saw Jesus, immediately threw the boy in convulsions, and he fell down on the ground and rolled about foaming at the mouth.  So he asked his father, “How long is it since this has come upon him?”  And he said, “From his infancy.  Oftentimes, it has thrown him into the fire and into the waters to destroy him.  But if You can do anything have compassion on us and help us.” But Jesus said to him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to the man of faith.” At once the father of the boy cried out and said with tears, “I do believe; help my unbelief.” Now when Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, go out of him and enter him no more.”  And crying out and violently convulsing him, it went out of him, and he became like one dead, so that many said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand, and raised him and He stood up.  And when He had come into the house, his disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”  And He said to them, “This kind can be cast out in no way except by prayer and fasting.”  And leaving that place, they were passing through Galilee, and He did not wish anyone to know it.  For He was teaching his disciples, and saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and having been killed, He will rise again on the third day.”
الإنجيل (مرقس 9 : 17 – 31): بالصلاة والصوم
في ذلك الزمان، دنا إِلى يسوعَ إنسانٌ وسجدَ له قائلاً: يا معلم، قد أَتيتُك بابني به روحٌ أبكم. وحيثما اعترَاه يصرعهُ فيزبد ويصرفُ بأَسنانه وييبس.  وقد قلتُ لتلاميذكَ أَن يُخرجوه فلم يقدروا. فأَجابه قائلاً: أيها الجيلُ غير المؤمن، إِلى متى أَكون عندكم وحتى متى أَحتملكم؟ هلمَّ به إليَّ.  فأَتوا به. فلمَّا رآه للوقت صرعهُ الروح، فسقطَ على الأرضِ يتمرغُ ويزبد. فسألَ أَباه: منذُ كمْ مِنَ الزمانِ أَصابه هذا؟ فقالَ منذُ صِباه. وكثيراً ما أَلقاهُ في النارِ وفي المياه ليُهلكه، لكن إنِ استطعتَ شيئاً فتحنَّن علينا وأَغثنا. فقال له يسوع: إِنِ استطعت أَن تؤمنَ فكلُ شيءٍ ممكنٌ للمؤمن. فصاحَ أَبو الصبي لساعته بدموعٍ وقال: إِني أومن يا رب، فأَعن قلَّةَ إيماني. فلما رأى يسوع أَن الجمعَ يتبادرونَ إليه، انتهرَ الروحَ النجسَ قائلاً له: أَيها الروحُ الأصمُ الأبكم، أَنا آمركَ أن اخُرجْ منه ولا تَعُدْ إليه من بعد. فصرخَ وخبطهُ كثيراً وخرجَ منه، فصارَ كالميتِ حتى قالَ كثيرون إِنه قد مات.  فأخذ يسوعُ بيده وأَنهضهُ فقام. ولما دخلَ البيت سأَله تلاميذُه على انفراد: لماذا لمْ نستطعْ نحنُ أَن نُخرجه؟ فقالَ لهم: إِن هذا الجنس لا يمكنُ أن يخرجَ بشيءٍ إِلا بالصلاةِ والصوم. ولما خرجوا من هناك، اجتازوا في الجليل، ولم يكنْ يريدُ أَن يدري أَحد. وكان يعلّمُ تلاميذه ويقولُ لهم: إِن ابنَ الإنسانِ سَيُسلمُ إِلى أَيدي الناس فيقتلونَهُ، وبعد أَن يُقتَلَ يقومُ في اليومِ الثالث. 
Hymn to the Theotokos: 
In You, O full of grace, all creation exult, the hierarchy of angels together with the race of men: in You, sanctified Temple, spiritual Paradise, Glory of virgins of whom God took flesh from whom our God who exists before the world, became a child!  For He has made your womb his throne, making it more spacious than the heavens.  In You, O Woman full of grace, all creation exults: glory to You.                      
النشيد لوالدة الإله:
إن البرايا بأسرها تفرحُ بكِ يا ممتلئةً نعمة. محافلُ الملائكة وأَجناسُ البشر لكِ يعظِمون. أَيها الهيكلُ المتقدّسُ والفردوسُ الناطق وفخرُ اَلبتولية، التي منها تجسد الإلهُ وصار طفلاً، وهو إلهنا قبلَ الدهور. لأنه صنع مستودعكِ عرشاً، وجعل بطنَكِ أَرحبَ من السماوات. لذلك، يا ممتلئةَ نعمةً تفرحُ بكِ كلُّ البرايا وتمجِّدكِ.
Lent & Almsgiving
“And now faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
 these is love.” (1Corinthians 13:13)
“Almsgiving” is the practice of giving money or goods to the poor.  
It is one of many ways that people practice charity during Lent.

God has given you all that you have – your life, your love, your abilities and resources.  Count your blessings.  Name the gifts you have received from your Maker.

Now recall the Gospel story of the poor widow.  Jesus, sitting by the temple treasury one day, observed the people, rich and poor, making their offerings.  A poor widow put in a small amount, yet Jesus singled her out as the example for his followers.  She gave all she had (Luke 21:1-4).

Imagine Jesus combing the list of volunteers at your parish.  Is He singling you out as an example for others? Imagine Jesus as an usher in your church, watching what you put in the basket. Do you give a little because it will help the needy for a while? Or do you give a lot because you must share what God has given you?

Time:  We often think of charity as a financial contribution.  But we can give our time and talent as well as our treasure. How might you give your time this season as a sign of your charity? Can you pick up trash along your street, at your church, or in public areas? Could you meet someone new at church each week? Could you send a complimentary letter to a friend? Are you someone’s godparent? Are you participating in parish social events?  What can you do with your time that will show charity this Lent?
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Great Lent Schedule: 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
Great Complines (يا ربّ القوّات)





Or Presanctified Liturgy (الأقداس السابق تقديسها)
Friday at 7:30 pm

Last Acathists (وداع المدائح), followed by Potluck Dinner.   
Today is NAMY Day at church! There will be a Lenten fundraiser breakfast after the Liturgy in the hall. Showing your support for our youth encourages future involvements and a feeling of community within our faith and culture. 
"Shepherd's Care" is our eparchy's annual Lenten charities program.  All parishes are supposed to participate.  Materials include "mite-boxes" which are distributed to each family.  The funds are collected
during Great Week and then distributed by Archbishop Cyril
to those in need. Thank you for your cooperation.
Home Blessing: Please call Fr. Fouad at  for an appointment to have your home blessed. 
             نشجع الجميع على دعوة الكاهن لزيارة البيوت ورشها بالماء المقدس بناء على موعد. اتصل بالرقم أعلاه
Scouts Practice: During Lent Season, Saint John Scouts will hold practices in preparation for Easter performances every Friday at 7:00 pm and on Sundays (only if needed) after Sunday School. Those children who are interested in joining the Scouts, please contact Mrs. Famia Habeeb at 847 966 2858.
Valentine Party Photos: Lasting Memories pledged to donate the entire profits from any orders placed, back to the Church for the Orphans of Palestine.  Any questions, please call Caroline Cheboub 847-927-7679.  To view the photos, click on the following link: http://www.lastingmemorieswebstore.com/pri.php?gid=202&gal=ckb793y0
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Knowing the Bible:  Can you give some examples of how some ways of speaking in the Bible can be misunderstood?  Yes. First we must keep in mind that as the Son of God became man and was equal to us in all things but sin, so the Word of God became equal to the human word in all things but error. Consequently, all the manners of expression that we find in a human book, can also be found in the Holy Scripture.

In the Bible, like in human literature, there is poetry. And poetry cannot be understood literally. Thus, when we read that God is a “rock” (Ps. 18 (19):15, etc; or a “shepherd“(Ps. 22 (23), we must understand that these affirmations are poetical, and not literal. When Psalm 113 (114):4, tells us that, when Israel came out of Egypt, the mountains skipped like rams, and the hills like lambs, you will be mistaken if you interpret these expressions as extraordinary miracles that God performed with the mountains. These are just poetical expressions of the feelings of the author.

There are also very well known parables, who don’t teach historical data, but a religious or moral truth.  There are also expressions of the way of thinking and talking by the ancient people which you understand and express well in our languages. When we read in Lk (14:26) that Jesus says: “He who does not hate his father and mother…cannot be my disciple”, the meaning is “he who loves his father and mother more than me…”  The Hebrew verb translated by “to hate” has other meanings in our languages, like “to love less”, “to postpone”; and Jesus, who came to bring the Law of Moses to perfection, cannot really teach “to hate” your father and mother, when the Fourth Commandment of God orders to “Honor your father and mother”.

The Full and Definitive Stage of God’s Revelation: The full and definitive stage of God’s revelation is accomplished in his Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, the mediator and fullness of revelation. He, being the only-begotten Son of God made man, is the perfect and definitive Word of the Father. In the sending of the Son and the gift of the Spirit, revelation is now fully complete, although the faith of the Church must gradually grasp its full significance over the course of centuries.
“In giving us his Son, his only and definitive Word, God spoke everything to us at once in this sole Word, and He has no more to say” (Saint John of the Cross). (Compendium n. 9)

Sacred Symbols (In Baptism): The Anointing with Oil.  Olive oil is applied by the priest to the child’s body, in order to dedicate it to the service of Christ. This custom had its beginning among the ancient Greek wrestlers who anointed their bodies with olive oil to make it difficult for the opponent to maintain a grip on them. In baptism the child is anointed with olive oil to express our prayer that with Christ’s help the infant may be able to elude the grip of sin.

The Triple Immersion/ Pouring of Water on the Head. The child is immersed three times in the baptismal font.  The immersion in water symbolizes death, since a person cannot live long under water. The person being baptized is not kept under water, however.  He is immediately taken out. The baptized person rises out of the baptismal font a new man, cleansed of every sin, and promising to surrender his life to Christ our Savior.

When the baptism is performed by pouring water over the head, this symbolic meaning is less clear; but the effect is the same: death to sin and beginning of a new life in Christ.

Hard Sayings: 

“Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows this he will also reap” (Gal 6:7) St. Paul states a grim truth.  He insists that life hold the scales with an even balance.  If a man allows the lower side of his nature to dominate him, in the end he can expect nothing but a harvest of trouble. But if he keeps on walking the high way and doing the fine things, in the end God will repay. If a man sins against his body, soon or late he will pay in ruined health - even if he is forgiven. If a man sins against his loves ones, soon or late hearts will be broken - even if he is forgiven. The scars always remain. There is a moral law in the universe. If a man breaks it he may be forgiven, but, nonetheless, he breaks it at his peril.

In the Funeral Home:  The old man has died. The parish priest at the wake service is full of praises: the dead was a good husband, an excellent Christian, an exemplary husband!

The widow turns toward one of her children and whispers to him:

- Go to the coffin, and see if it is your dad the man who is inside!
End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Collections:   Sunday 03/07/10: Regular: $ 1,549
                                                     Spanish: $     96
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names, please call Fr. Fouad at 708/938-5804
Happiness & Prosperity: The Akkawi Family




& St John's NAMY Members

Healthy & Speedy Recovery:  Archdn. Elias Sahyouni,
Violet Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Jamileh Nijmeh, Hilda Farah, 
Marie Daoud, Odeh Zanayed, Claudia Halasa, Marie Souri, 
Antoinette Mansour, Alice Nasr, Nazha Massih and
Fr. Edmond Ghazal.
Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom:  

Lana Noujeime


    By William Awad & Family



Bernice Simon


    By Joseph & Dorothy Pokonosky
Antoine & Georgette Khoury
    By Naffah Family
Eric Rommel Llados

    By George Fakhouri

Jalil, badi’a & Julia Attyieh
    By Violette Attiyeh

 

Fr. Tehophane Wakim (3/10/1988) &
Fr. Lawrence Karam (3/4/1964)
    By Our Church
