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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:           (708) 339 3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674 8564

ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935    

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.
www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  
 (June 19.09-June 11.10)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love. Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 
For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father Son

and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
Sunday, October 4, 2009: 2nd Sunday after the Holy Cross
الأحد 4 تشرين الأول 2009: الأحد الثاني بعد الصليب


     Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                         Sept. 1 – Aug. 31
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      
            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you

AT THE DIVINE LITURGY

Antiphons: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior...

​- The Lord releases the fettered ones; the Lord gives wisdom to the blind.
- الرب يُنهِض المهشّمين، الرب يحبّ الصدّيقين، الرب يحفظ الغرباء.                               
- The Lord will support the orphan and the widow, but destroy the way of the wicked.
Hymns: 
Troparion of the Resurrection (1st tone): After the stone was sealed by the Jews * and the while the soldiers were watching Your spotless body, * You rose, O Savior, on the third day, * bestowing life to the world.* Therefore the heavenly powers cried out to you, O Giver of life: * “Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ! * Glory to Your kingdom! * Glory to Your economy, * O You who alone are the lover of mankind!”
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الأول): إن الحجر ختمه اليهود، وجسدكَ الطاهرَ حرسه الجنود. لكنكَ قمتَ في اليوم الثالث، أيها المخلص، واهباً للعالم الحياة. لذلك قواتُ السماواتِ هتفت إليكَ، يا مُعطيَ الحياة: المجدُ لقيامتكَ أيها المسيح. المجدُ لملكِك.  المجدُ لتدبيركَ، يا محبَ البشر وحدك.
Troparion of the Patron of the Churchنشيد شفيع الكنيسة                                          
Kondakion: O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
نشيد الختام (القنداق، باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمة لدى الخالق،/ لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ./ بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:/ هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال،/ يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرميكِ. 
Epistle: 
Prokimenon: May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us, for we have hoped in You.
                        Exult, you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting
Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (9: 6- 11)
Brethren, he who sows sparingly, will also reap sparingly, and he who saws bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Let everyone give as much as he has decided in his heart, not grudgingly or out of compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver, and God is able to make all grace abound in you, so that always having ample means, you may abound in every good work, as it is written, He has scattered abroad and has given to the poor: his righteousness remains forever. Now, he who provides the sower with seed will both give you bread to eat and multiply your seed, and will increase the growth of the fruits of your justification that being enriched in all things, you may contribute with simplicity of purpose, and thus through us evoke thanksgiving to God.- Come; let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us sing joyfully to God our Savior!
-O God, you granted me retribution and made peoples subject to me and saved me from my raging enemies.  

-Therefore I will proclaim you, O Lord, among the nations, and I will sing praise to your name.

الرسالة: البروكيمنون: لتكُن ياربُّ رحمتُكَ علَينا بحسَبٍ اتِكالنا علَيك
                          إٍبتَهِجوا أَيُها الصِّديقونَ بالرَّبّ، بالمُستقيمينَ يَليقُ التَّسبيح.
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول الثانية إلى أهل كورنثس  (6:9-11)

يا إخوة، مَن يَزرَعُ بتقْيِِرٍ يَحصِدُ بتقْتِير. ومَن يَزرعْ بالبرَكاتِ فبِالبركاتِ أيضاً يَحصد. فليُعطِ كلُّ واحدٍ  كما نوى في قلبه، لا عن ابتئاسٍ أَو  اضطرار، فإن الله يُحبُّ المعطيَ المتهلِّل. والله قادرٌ أًن يُفيضَ عليكم كلَّ نعمة، حتى إذا كانت لكم كلُّ كفايةٍ كلَّ حينٍ في كلِّ شيء، تَفيضونَ في كلِّ عملٍ صالح، كما كُتِب: إِنه بدَّد وأَعطى المساكين، فبِرُّه يدوم إِلى الأبد. والذي يرزقُ الزارعَ زرعاً وخبزاً للقوت، يرزقُكم زرعكم ويُكثرُه ويَزيدُ غِلالَ بِرِّكم، فتستغنونَ في كلِ شيء، لأجلِ كلِ سخاءٍ خاصٍ يُنشِىءُ شكراً للهِ بواسطتِنا.
- اللهُ هوالمتقِمُ لي، ومُخضِعُ الشعوبِ تحتي
- المُعظِّمُ خلاصَ الملِك، والصانعُ رحمةً إلى مسيحِه.
Gospel )Luke 6: 31-36): Love on Enemies
The Lord said, “Even as you wish men to do to you, so also do you to them. And if you love those who love you, what merit have you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what merit have you? For even sinners do that. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive in return, what merit have you? For even sinners lend to sinners that they may get back as much in return. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, not hoping for any return, and your reward shall be great, and you shall be children of the Most High, for he is kind towards the ungrateful and evil. Be merciful, therefore, even as your Father is merciful.”
الإنجيل (لوقا 31:6-36): محبة الأعدء
قالَ الربُّ: كما تُريدونَ أَن يَفعَلَ الناسُ بكُم، كذلكَ افعَلوا أَنتم أَيضاً بهم. فإِنَّكم إِن أَحبَبْتُمُ الذين يُحِبُّونكم فأَيُّ فَضلٍ لكُم؟ فإِنَّ الخطأَةَ أَيضاً يُحبُّونَ الذينَ يُحِبونهم. وإِن أَحسَنْتُم إلى الذينَ يُحسِنُون إليكُم فأَيُّ فضلٍ لكُم؟  فإِن الخطَأَةَ أَيضاً يفعَلونَ ذلك بعَيِنِه. وإِن أَقرضتُمُ الذين تَرجُونَ أَنْ تَستَوفُوا منهُم، فأَيُّ فَضْلٍ لكُم؟  فإِنَّ الخطَأَةَ أَيضاً يُقرضون الخطأَة لكي يَستَوفُوا المِثْل. ولكِن أَحِبُّوا أَعداءَكُم، وأَحسِنوا وأَقرِضوا غيرَ مؤَمّلين شَيئاً، فيكُونَ أَجرُكُم كثيرًا، وتكونوا بَني العَليّ، لأنهُ منعِمٌ على غيرِ الشاكِرينَ والأَشرار.  فكونوا إذَن رُحَماءَ كما أَنَّ أَباكُم رَحِيم.
<><><><><><><><><><>

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Archbishop Appeal:
Youth Activities Registration Continues Today: All parents are urgently required to register their children if they have not done that so far.  
Church School (Pre-K to 12 years old): Rouaida Alcheikh (847/240-0764) and Famia Habeeb (847/873-5719).  

NAMY (ages 13-18), Noura Shihadeh (630/890-9384). NAMY Elections will be held today at Simon's House after church.
MAYA (ages 18 & over): Fuad Rafidi 708/473-8709, Mary Rahmoun at 847/219-7028, and Lubna Akkawi at 708/323-7702. 
Ambassadors:  Ages 26 and older.  We encourage every single parishioner to register at St. John’s office 708/492-0391, stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com on (Tuesdays & Thursdays 10am-2pm); or you can join the Facebook group “Melkite Ambassadors”. 

Any questions, please contact Rosa Ailabouni at rosaailabouni@gmail.com

Arabic Classes Start Today:  To register, please contact Famia. 

Oct. 15 at 6:00 pm:  The Arab American Business & Professional Association will be honoring Sheikh Jamal Said, V. Reverend Fr. Nicholas Dahdal and Dr. Lily P. Hussein. Your presence is greatly appreciated.

Oct. 24th St. John’s Annual Dinner: Mark your calendars and plan to attend.  Details will follow…
Bookstore:

First Meeting of the Presynodal Council for the Middle East (Rome 21-22 September):
Two days of meetings were held in the Headquarters of the Bishops’ Synod in Rome to prepare the Synod for the Middle East previously announced (on 19 September) by the Holy Father, to be held in Rome between 10-24 October, 2010.

These meetings presented an opportunity to make a brief but comprehensive review of the socio-politico-religious situation in the Middle East, in order to prepare the main topics (Lineamenta) to be dealt with in the coming Synod. 

An Audience with the Holy Father was on the agenda for the morning of Monday, Sep 21. 

Participating in the first meeting of the Presynodal Council were: H. B. Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir, Patriarch of Antioch of the Maronites; H. B. Emmanuel III Delly, Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans; H. E. Cardinal Ivan Dias, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples; H. E. Cardinal Walter Kasper, President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity; H. E. Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue; H. E. Cardinal Leonardo Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches; H. B. Antonios Naguib, Patriarch of Alexandria of the Copts; H. B. Gregorios III Laham B.S., Patriarch of Antioch of the Melkite Greeks; H. B. Nerses Bedros XIX Tarmouni, Patriarch of Cilicia of the Armenians; H. B. Fouad Twal, Patriarch of Jerusalem of the Latins; H. Ex. Mgr. Jules Mikhael Al-Jamil, Archbishop of Takrit of the Syrians, Procurator and Apostolic Visitor for Western Europe; H. Ex. Mgr. Ramzi Garmou, Archbishop of Teheran of the Chaldeans, President of the Episcopal Conference  of Iran; H. Ex. Mgr. Luigi Padovese O.F.M. cap., Apostolic Vicar of Anatolia, Titular Bishop of Monteverde, President of the Episcopal Conference of Turkey.
Observer: Rev. Mgr. Alberto Ortega Martín, Counsellor of Nunciature of Second Class, Second Section, Secretary of State.
Expert: Rev. Dr. Samir Khalil Samir, S.J., Professor

Patriarchal Secretariat

FR. MARZAL’S BULLETIN 
Learning from St. Paul: “For me to live is Christ” (Gal 2:16-18)
GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER. A man said to his psychiatrist, “I have one of the most beautiful homes in Hollywood. I have a chauffeured Cadillac, two swimming pools. A helicopter to take me to the beach club; I belong to an excusive golf club; I have a wonderful yacht; and I eat so well that my credit card bill averages more than $1,000.00 a month.“ 


“Under those conditions,“ the psychiatrist said, “what kind of problems could you have?“


‘My problems,“ said the patient, “is that I make only $50.00 a week.“  How he lived was away out of proportion to what he earned.


The trouble with most of church giving is that it is out of proportion to what we have, to what we earn. The important thing in Christian giving is not “how much” we give, but “how much in comparison to our ability.“ A gift does not need to be large in order to be significant.  It is great or small in proportion to the amount of other things we possess.  One of the greatest examples of Christian stewardship is the poor widow who came into the Temple one day and gave “all that she had.“ It wasn’t very much, just a fraction of a cent, but it cause Christ to give her a commendation that keeps ringing down through the centuries: “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all of those who are contributing to the treasury. For the all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, her whole living” (Mark 12:43-44).


Give proportionately as God has blessed you. And then give lovingly. True Christian giving begins with my personal commitment to Christ, and it proceeds from there.  It says, “If you don’t love God, don’t give. God does not need the token support of those who do not really care“.  And conversely, Christian giving says, “If you do love God, let your giving be some indication of the measure of that love.“


And give generously. “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly”, write St. Paul Give abundantly and you will receive abundantly.

Catechism for Children and Adults:
Question: Why is a false oath forbidden?

Answer: It is forbidden because one calls upon God who is truth itself to be the witness to a lie. “Do not swear, whether by the creator or by any creature, except truthfully, of necessity and with reverence.” (St. Ignatius of Loyola). (Compendium, n 448).

Question: What is perjury?

Answer: Perjury is to make a promise under oath with the intention of not keeping it or to violate a promise made under oath.  It is a grave sin against God who is always faithful to his promises. (Compendium, n. 449).
St. Sharbel: A Saint Without Borders:

St. Sharbel ranks among Lebanon’s most celebrated religious men. Born Youssef Antoun Makhlouf on 8 May 1828, Sharbel grew up in a remote mountain village near the Cedars of Lebanon.  He entered religious life at the age of 23, leaving his village home to serve Christ as a priest and monk in the Maronite Catholic tradition in the Monastery of St. Maron, in the village of Annaya, north of Beirut.  He was given the name of Sharbel, after a second century Christian martyr, and live at the monastery for 16 years before retreating to a nearby cell to live as a hermit in ceaseless prayer, which he did for the remaining years of his life.  He died quietly on Christmas Eve 1898 and was buried near the monastery.


Stories of his miraculous works during and after his life have spread throughout the world.  He was canonized in October 1977. Every year, tens of thousands of pilgrims from around the globe visit St. Sharbel’s hermitage and tomb. Thousands of pilgrims come to seek the saint’s intercession.  Some proceed to the church barefoot; some enter it on their knees.  At the tomb, pilgrims kneel, head bowed, and engage in deep prayer.


The tomb attracts the greatest number of pilgrims on the 22nd day of each month. On the 22 January 1993, a Lebanese woman, Nohad El Shami, who had suffered a paralyzing stroke, was healed miraculously. Soon after her stroke, her son visited Sharbel’s monastery and collected soil and the oils that emanate from the saint’s remains. When he applied them to her body, she felt a tingling sensation in her paralyzed limbs. Later that night, she dreamed she was at the saint’s hermitage, where the holy man appeared and gave her Communion. Then, on 22 January, she again dreamed that the saint came to her. He said that he had come to operate on her, and touched her. Miraculously she was able to stand and walk. A week later , she had another dream in which St. Sharbel asked her to visit his hermitage and tomb on the 22nd of every month for the rest of her life. So does she, and pilgrims crowd around her so that she can place her hands on their heads and shoulders. And the stories of miracles of St. Sharbel continue to these day.

On the Sacraments:

A sacrament ( usually called a “mystery” in the Byzantine tradition ) is a sensible sign, instituted by Jesus Christ, which confers the grace it signifies. Literally “sacrament” means something sacred.


In a true sacrament three elements are necessary: a sensible sign, instituted by Christ, and the power to produce grace. A sensible sign is something perceived by the senses that leads one to know something else not perceived by the senses. For example, the water used in baptism is perceived by the senses. This signifies the internal cleansing of soul from sin, which is known only by faith.

In the Street:

-Sir, can you lent me $100?


-But, I don‘t know you!


-Right. Because those who know me would not lend me even one cent.                          End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Collection:     Sunday 09/13/2009:  $1,834.00     
Liturgy Intentions

   Happiness & Prosperity:  
   Health & Speedy Recovery: Archdeacon Elias Sahyouni, JoAnn Fakhouri,
Lana Nojeime, Violet Attiyeh, Bernice Simon, Joe Bousleiman, Marie Daoud, 
Hilda Farah, Odeh Zanayed, Ghattas & Rita Bousheh, Marie-Rose Souri, 

Yousef Richa, Jamileh Nijmeh, Nada Rafidi, Nicholas Tannous, Jackie 
Conelle, Michael Jn. Tracy and Dia Rantisi.
   Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 
Mary Saad Bichara, Fouad Shehata, Fuad Rafidi………….. By Rafidi Family
Msgr.John Naffah (10 yr-memorial)…..By the Naffah Family

Fr. Basil Marsh (1925) and 

Fr. John Haddad (1940)……………….By the Church

To add or remove Names from the list, please call the office: 708/492 0391






















