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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Tel: (708) 938 5804    Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal:           (708) 339 3139  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni:     (847) 674 8564

ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata:  (847) 705-5935    

Dn. Fadi Rafidi:                    (708) 473 5455
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months should be given to the pastor, before the proposed wedding date to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.

www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  
 (June 19.09-June 11.10)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love. Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 
For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.
Sunday, November 1st, 2009: 5th of Holy Cross
الأحد 1 تشرين الثاني 2009: الخامس للصليب المقدس


     Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                         Sept. 1 – Aug. 31
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      
            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses
Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphons: Through the prayers of the Theotokos...
Bless the Lord, O my soul! May all that is in me bless his holy Name
هو الذي يفتدي من الفساد حياتك. الذي يكلّلك بالرحمة والرأفة.
He who fills your longing with what is good, and your youth is renewed like the eagle’s!
Hymns: 
Troparion of the Resurrection (5th tone): Let us, O faithful, praise and worship the Word, coeternal with the Father and the Spirit,  born of the Virgin for our Salvation, for He was pleased to be lifted in the flesh upon the cross, and to endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious resurrection.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الخامس): لننشد نحن المؤمنين ونسجدْ للكلمة، الأزليّ مع الآبِ والروح، المولود من العذراء لخلاصنا. لأنه ارتضى أن يصعدَ بالجسدِ على الصليب، ويحتمل الموت، وينهض الموتى بقيامته المجيدة.
Troparion of the Patron of the Churchنشيد شفيع الكنيسة                                           Kondakion (2nd Tone): O never failing Protectress of Christians and their ever present intercessor before the Creator, despise not the petitions of us sinners, but in your goodness extend your help to us who call upon you with confidence.  Hasten, O Mother of God, to intercede for us, for you have always protected those who honor you.
نشيد الختام (القنداق، باللحن الثاني): يا نصيرةَ المسيحيينَ التي لا تُخذل، ووسيطتَهم الدائمة لدى الخالق،/ لا تعرضي عن أصواتِ الخطأة الطالبين إليكِ./ بل بما أنكِ صالحة، بادري إلى معونتنا، نحن الصارخينَ إليكِ بإيمان:/ هلمي إلى الشفاعة، وأسرعي إلى الابتهال،/ يا والدةَ الإلهِ المحاميةَ دائماً عن مكرميكِ. 
Epistle (22nd  of Pentecost): Prokimenon: 
You, O Lord, will keep us and preserve us always from this generation.
Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any holy man, for truthfulness has vanished from among the children of men.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians ) 6: 11-18 (
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand! All those who want to please in a human way are forcing you to be circumcised merely to avoid persecution because of the cross of Christ. For not even the circumcised observe the Law: but they want you to be circumcised that they may boast of your subjection to external rites. But as for me, God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision but a new creation is of any account. And whoever follow this rule, peace and mercy be upon them and on God’s Israel. From now on, let no man give me trouble, for I bear the marks of the Lord Jesus in my body. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.
- Your favor, 0 Lord, I will sing forever; from generation to generation, my mouth will proclaim your faitfulness.
- For you have said, “My kindness is established forever.” 

In heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.
الرسالة (22 للعنصرة): البروكيمنون: أَنتَ يا ربُّ تحفظُنا وتحمينا، من هذا الجيلِ وإلى الدهر
                                                  خلِّصني يا ربُّ فإِنَّ البارَّ قد فني، لأن الحقيقةَ قد ضَعُفتْ عندَ بني البشر.
فصل من رسالة القديس بولس الرسول إلى أهلِ غلاطية (6: 11-18)
يا إخوَة. أُنظروا بأَيّ حروفٍ كتبتُ إليكم بيدي. إن جميعَ الذين يُريدونَ أَن يُرضوا بحسبِ الجسد، هؤلاءِ يُلزمونكم أن تَختَتِنوا. وإنما ذلك لئلاَّ يُضطهدوا من أجلِ صليبِ المسيح. لأن المختونينَ أنفسَهم لا يحفظونَ الناموس، لكنَّهم يُريدون أَن تَختَِتِنوا ليَفْتَخِروا بأَجسادِكم.  أَما أَنا فحاشى لي أَن أَفتخرَ إِلاَّ بصليبِ ربِنا يسوعَ المسيح، الذي به صُلبَ العالمُ لي، وأَنا صُلبْتُ للعالم. لأنه في المسيحِ يسوعَ لا يستطيعُ الختانُ شيئاً ولا القَلَف، بل الخليقةُ الجديدة. وكلُ الذين يسلكونَ هذه الطريقة، عليهم السلامُ والرحمة، وعلى إسرائيلِ الله. فلا يُعَنِِّني أَحدٌ فيما بعد، لأني حاملٌ في جسدي سِماتِ الربِ يسوع. نعمةُ رِبّنا بسوعَ المسيحِ مع روحِكم أيها الإخوةُ، آمين.  
-  بمراحِمك يا ربُّ أرنّمُ إِلى الأبد، إلى جيلٍ فجيل أُعلنُ حقَّك بفمي.
-  لأنك قلتَ: إن الرحمةَ تُبنى إلى الأبد، وفي السماواتِ يهيَّاُ حقُّك.
Gospel, (Luke 16: 19-31): The Rich Man & Lazarus’ Parable 

At that time the Lord told this parable; “there was certain rich man who used to clothe himself in purple and fine linen, and who feasted every day in splendid fashion.  And there was certain poor man, named Lazarus, who lay at his gate, covered with sores, and longing to be filled with the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores.  And it came to pass that the poor man died and was borne away by the angels into Abraham’s bosom; but the rich man also died and was buried in hell.  And lifting up his eyes, being in torments, he saw Abraham far off and Lazarus in his bosom.  And he cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham have pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember you in your lifetime have received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now here he is comforted whereas you are tormented.  And besides all that, between us and you a great gulf is fixed, so that those who wish to pass over from this side to you cannot, and they cannot cross from your side to us.’ And he said, ‘Then, father, I pray you to send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they too come into this place of torments.’  And Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ But he answered, ‘No father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not believe even if someone rises form the dead.”
  الإنجيل، (لوقا  16: 19-31): مثل الغني ولعازر 
في ذلكَ الزمان، كان إنسانٌ غنيٌ يَلبَسُ الأرجوانَ والبزّ، ويتنعَّمُ كلَّ يوم تَنعُّماً فاخراً. وكان مِسكينٌ اسمهُ لعازر مطروحاً عند بابهِ مصاباً بالقُروح. وكان يشتهي أَن يشبَعَ منَ الفُتاتِ الذي يسقُطُ من مائدةِ الغنيّ، ولم يُعطِهِ أَحد، بل كانتِ الكلابُ أيضاً تأتي وتلحَسُ قروحَه. ثم ماتَ المِسكين، فنقَلتْهُ الملائكةُ إلى حضنِ إبراهيم. وماتَ الغنيُّ أيضاً ودُفن. فرفعَ عينيهِ وهو في الجحيمِ في العذابات، فرأى إبرهيمَ من بعيدٍ ولعازرَ في أحضانهِ. فنادى قائلاً: يا أَبتِ إبراهيمُ ارحَمني، وأَرسلْ لعازرَ ليَغمسَ في الماءِ طرفَ إِصبَعِهِ ويُبرّدَ لساني، لأَني مُعذبٌ في هذا اللهيب. فقال إبراهيم: تَذكَّر يا ابني أَنكَ نلتَ خيراتكَ في حياتِكَ، ولعازرَ كذلك بلاياه. والآنَ فهو يَتعزَّى وأَنتَ تتعذَّب. وفوقَ هذا كلّه فبينَنا وبينكم هُوَّةٌ عظيمةٌ قد أُثبِتَتْ، حتى إن الذينَ يريدونَ أن يجتازوا من هُنا إِليكم لا يستطيعون، ولا الذينَ هُناكَ أن يَعبُرُوا إِلينا. فقال: أَسألُكَ إذَن يا أَبتِ أن تُرسلهُ إلى بيتِ أَبي. فإِنَّ  لي خمسةَ إخوَةٍ حتى يَشهَدَ لهم، لكي لا يأتوا هُم أيضاً إِلى مَوضِعِ العذابِ هذا.  فقال له إبرهيم: انَّ عندهم مُوسى والأَنبياء، فلْيَسمَعوا منهم.  قال: لا يا أَبتِ إبرهيم، بلْ إذا مضى إليهم واحدٌ من الأمواتِ يَتُوبون.  فقال له: إِنْ لم يَسمعوا من موسى والأَنبياء، فإِنهم ولا إِنْ قامَ واحدٌ من الأَموات يقَتَنعون.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Archbishop Appeal:    In the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus in today’s Gospel, Our Lord warns us that the time to act with mercy and generosity is NOW—before it is too late. Let us open our hearts and hands to the needs of our Melkite brothers and sisters. If you have not already done so, respond now with generosity to Christ’s call by giving a gift today to the Archbishop’s Appeal. Give joyfully from the heart for “God loves a cheerful giver.” Thank you for your response. 
Christmas Greeting Cards: We have already started St. John’s Christmas Greeting Cards for this Holiday Season.  We encourage every single family to participate and add their names to the Card together with the rest of us so we can all celebrate in a very personal and special way.  Please contact Mary Rahmoun (MAYA) at (847/219-7028). 

Social Hour, Friday, Nov. 6th at 8:00 p.m.  This our Church’s Social Hour where our parish family gets together for fun, card games a Barbeque and soft drinks.  
Donation $10 per person and $20 per family.
Dinner Dance Raffle is being postponed to be continued on New Year’s Eve.  
Hold on to your tickets.
Bookstore/Religious Items:  You may all have noticed that we now have in the hall a special window with Religious Items.  Over and above the Holy Land Wood Items, we have the best translation of the New Testament in Arabic, some Spiritual Arabic Booklets, Icons, Rosaries, Bracelets and NEW Kids Christmas CD.  Step up, expand your religious knowledge and support your church. Call Shadia Rafidi 708/932-1679.
Readers & Altar Servers: we encourage our youth to be a part of the church servers. If you would like to read the Epistle or to serve the Altar, call Deacon Fadi at 708/473-5455 and register with him. 
Ambassadors: (ages 26 and older): JoAnn Fakhouri will be in charge of registration, please call her at 708/691-4461. You can also join the Face Book group “Melkite Ambassadors” Any questions, please contact Rosa Ailabouni at rosaailabouni@gmail.com
NAMY Meeting this Sunday, Nov.1, after Liturgy.
NAMY Overnight Retreat: November 7-8 in the Church Hall.
NAMY Fundraiser Breakfast at the Church Hall, November 8th 
Halloween Party:  Our Halloween Party last Friday was a great success; our children had a lot of fun.  Thanks to all the participating hands that helped in planning, serving and to those who attended.
CONGRATULATIONS: Our heartfelt congratulations go to 

Rebhi Shawqi Rayyan & Dianne Jawad Rayyan 
for their recent engagement.  God Bless you both.
I Have Made You and I Will Carry You:  I Will
Sustain You and I Will Rescue You. Isaiah 46: 4
It’s A Crime!!
A worried woman went to her gynecologist and said: “Doctor, I have a serious problem and I desperately need your help! My baby is not even 1 year old and I’m pregnant again.
So the Dr. said: “OK, and what do you want me to do?”

She said: “I want you to end my pregnancy, and I’m counting on your help with this.”

The Dr. thought for a little, and after some silence he said to the lady: “I think I have a better solution for your problem. It is less dangerous for you too.”

She seemed relieved, thinking that the doctor was going to accept her request.

Then he continued: “You see, in order for you not to have to take care of 2
Babies at the same time, let’s just kill the one in your arms.  This way you could rest some before the other one is born.  If we’re going to kill one of them, it doesn’t really matter which one it is.  There would be no risk for your body if you chose the one in your arms.”

The lady was horrified and said: “No doctor! How terrible! It’s a crime to kill a child!”

“I agree,” the doctor replied. “But you seemed to be OK with it, so I thought maybe that was the best solution.  

He smiled realizing that he had made his point. He convinced the mom that there is 
No difference in killing a child that’s already been born and one that’s still in the womb. The crime is the same.
FR. MARZAL’S BULLETIN - LEARNING FROM ST. PAUL


“Neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but a new creation” (Gal 6:15)

We are all called to be partakers of divine nature. The Church’s doctrine of salvation teaches that Christ the Savior came to save not only from but also for.  He came to save us from sin for participation in the life of God. This exalted vision of the Christian life was expressed by St. Peter when he wrote that we are invited “become partakers of the Divine Nature”. (2Peter 1: 4). It was also affirmed by St. Basil the Great when he described man as “the creature who has received the order to become God.“ The emphasis of the Christian way of life is on “putting on Christ.“ and receiving the Holy Spirit through prayer and the Sacraments so that we may begin to live  a new life in union with Christ and in communion with the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, to be “born again” is a continuous condition of each person in the Church. Perfection comes by the acquisition of the Holy Spirit or, as St. Paul wrote, “by the washing, regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). Thus, we do not become simply “good” people, but achieve gradually a new religious consciousness, a new level of being, becoming a “new creation in Christ Jesus”. The Church creates the new man in the Sacraments and in the Truth Who is Christ.

For the last 100 years we’ve had every kind of philosophical answers to the problems of mankind. Not a single one of them works. Every single one of them is bankrupt.  Only the healing power of Jesus works. Only He could change a Saul into a Paul. It’s the one healing power that can not only save planet earth from destroying itself but makes it into “a new heaven and a new earth”.

A man when he is born is only a man. But a man when he is reborn in Christ is more. He is new man with a new life and a new name. He is even named after Christ: CHRIST-ian.
Basic Catechism for Children & Adults:

-What is the nature of the family in the plan of God?

-A man and a woman united in marriage form a family together with their children. God instituted the marriage and endowed it with its fundamental constitution.  Marriage and the family are ordered to the good of the spouses and to the procreation and education of children. Members of the same family establish among themselves personal relationships and primary responsibilities. In Christ the family becomes the domestic church because it is a community of faith, of hope and of Charity. (Compendium, n. 456)

St. Monica: Model of Christian Mothers:

St. Monica, mother of St. Augustine, is the paradigm for Christian mothers and the role they play in helping their children discover God’s will for them in their lives.

St. Augustine learned of Christ from his mother whose prayers would remain with him even in the years when he had hit bottom spiritually and morally. She never ceased to pray for his conversion, and had the consolation of seeing him return to the faith and receive baptism. Later, Augustine, as bishop, said: “It is impossible that the son of so many tears will be lost.“

Augustine, who not only converted, but entered monastic life and became one of the great saints and doctors of the Church, often said that his mother “gave birth to him twice”, to the physical world and to the world of faith and Christian life.

St. Monica is a good example for Christian mothers to follow. Especially in our days when unfortunately we see so many mothers weeping and lamenting that their sons and daughters have abandoned the ways of the Lord and the teachings of the Church. The mother’s prayers can obtain from God their return to the following of Christ in the Church.

On Purgatory:

In the Latin Rite of the Catholic Church the month of November is particularly dedicated to pray for the souls in purgatory. 

What is purgatory? Purgatory is a state or condition in which the souls of the just, who died with the stains of sins, are cleansed before they are admitted to heaven. The cleansing is necessary, for “nothing unclean may come into it…“ (Rev. 21:27).

What is meant by “stain of sin”? Stain of sin means the temporal punishment still due to venial or forgiven mortal sin. If the punishment has not been satisfied before death, a person must suffer in purgatory to repay this debt which is owed to the divine Majesty.

The souls in purgatory are sure that they are saved, but suffer the pain that they still don’t enjoy the full vision and happiness of God. Because nobody can make new merits after death, the souls depend on our help to enter soon into heaven. We, the faithful on earth, can help the souls through the sacrifice of the Mass, prayers, almsgiving, and every kind of good work.

A Prayer For Whom?
The preacher finished a long-distance prayer. Junior asked his mother: “What did he say?’

Mother: “He said a prayer for the people in the service”.

Junior: “The 8:30 or 10:30 service?“                                         End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
God Doesn’t Call the Qualified, He Qualifies the Called
Collection:     Sunday 10/25/2009: Regular: $1,133!!!   
          
                  
                   Second Collection: $265

                                    Spanish: $ 84
Liturgy Intentions

   Happiness & Prosperity:  Ghassan Alcheikh and Family
                                                JoAnn Fakhouri (Birthday)
   Health & Speedy Recovery: ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni, 
Lana Nojeime, Violet Attiyeh, Joe Bousleiman, Jamileh 
Nijmeh, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Yousef Richa, 
Nada Rafidi, Nicholas Tannous, Jackie Conelle, 
Michael Jn. Tracy and Dia Rantisi.
   Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Naief Alcheikh and Muwafak Sarhan….….By Ghassan Alcheikh & Family

Antoun Naffah………………….…………By the Naffah Family
Rt. Rev. Cyril Anid (11/4/1986)…………..By the Church 

To add or remove Names, please call the office: 708/492 0391





















