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  ST JOHN THE

BAPTIST

Melkite Greek Catholic

Church

200 E. North Ave., Northlake, 

IL 60164

DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata 

Dn. Fadi Rafidi
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months before the proposed wedding date should be given to the pastor to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.

www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love. Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 

For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, November 22, 2008                                                              الأحد 22 تشرين الثاني 2008
    9th Sunday of the Cross                                                                     الأحد التاسع بعد الصليبPresentation of Our Lady                 نحتفل بعيد دخول السيدة إلى الهيكل                                  


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                       Sept. 1 – Aug. 31_
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      

            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses

Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.

AT THE DIVINE LITURGY
Antiphon Prayer: O Lord, Lover of mankind, admirable in your Saints and Source of all Holiness, You gave us your divine command: “Be holy for I am Holy”. You infused in our heart the Spirit of Holiness and made us your temples. We ask You by your mercies: Make us worthy of your Life-giving Spirit. Enlighten our minds. Enable us to understand your Plan of Salvation. So that we may please You in our deeds all our life.  For You are the Source of all Holiness and to You we render glory and to your Eternal Father and your All-holy, Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and always, and for ever and ever.
صلاة الأنديفونة: أيُّها الربُّ المحبُّ البشر، يا مَن هو عجيبٌ في قديسيه وينبوعُ كلَّ قداسة، يا مَن دعانا بأمره الإلهيّ: كونوا قديسين لأني أنا قدوس، وأفاض في قلوبنا روحَ القداسة، وجعلنا هياكلَ له، نسألُ مراحمَك أنْ تجعلنا أُمناءَ لهذا الروحِ المحيي، وتُنيرَ منا العقولَ لنُدركَ تدبيرَك الخلاصيّ، ونعملَ بحَسبِ ما يرضيكَ كلَّ أيامِ حياتنا. لأنك أنت هو مصدرُُ كلَّ قداسة، وإليك نرفع المجدَ والشكر والسجود، أيها الآبُ والابن والروحُ القدس، الآن وكلَّ أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين.
Antiphons: Through the prayers of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!
1- The city of Tyre is here with gifts; the rich among the people seek your favor.

2- تُزَفّ إلى الملك، وفي إثرها عذارى صواحبها، يُزفَفنَ بالفرح والابتهاج، يُقتدنَ إلى هيكل الملك.                                                     
3- All the glory of the King’s daughter is within: her raiment is threaded with spun gold.

Hymns: 
Troparion of the Resurrection (8th Tone): O Merciful One, Who came down from on high and endured burial for three days in order to save us from suffering.  O our Life and our Resurrection, glory to you.
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الثامن): إنحدرتَ من العلاءِ أيها المتحنن، وقبلتَ الدفنَ ثلاثةَ أيام، لكي تعتقنا من الآلام، فيا حياتنا وقيامتنا، يا رب المجد لك.
Troparion of the Presentation of our Lady to the Temple (4th Tone): Today is the prelude to God’s munificence, and the announcement of the salvation of men: in the Temple of God the Virgin is seen openly, foretelling to all the coming of Christ.  Wherefore let us cry out to her with all our strength: “Joy to you, Fulfillment of the Creator’s Plan!”
نشيد دخول العذراء إلى الهيكل (باللحن الرابع): اليومَ فاتحةُ مسرّةِ الله، ومقدَّمةُ التبشير بخلاصِ البشر. فإن العذراءَ تَظهرُ في هيكلِ اللهِ ببهاء، وتسبقُ وتبشّرُ الجميعَ بالمسيح. فلنهتف إليها نحنُ أيضاً بصوتٍ جهير: السلامُ عليكِ يا كمالَ تدبيرِ الخالق.
Kondakion of the Presentation (4th Tone): The most pure Temple of the Savior, his most precious bridal chamber, the Virgin, sacred treasure of God’s glory, enters today in the house of the Lord, bringing with her the grace of the divine Spirit.  Wherefore the angels of God are singing: “Behold the heavenly tabernacle!”
نشيد الختام (القنداق، باللحن الرابع): إنّ هيكلَ المخلّصِ الأطهر، البتولَ الحجلةَ الوافرةَ الكرامة، وكنزَ مجدِ اللهِ المقدّس،/ تُدخَلُ اليومَ إلى بيتِ الربّ، وتُدخِل معها نعمةَ الروحِ الإلهيّ./ فيُسبّحُها ملائكةُ الله:/ هذه هي المظلّة السماوية.
Epistle (25th after Pentecost): Prokimenon:  
Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them; 
Let all round about him bring gifts to the awesome Lord.
God is renowned in Judah; in Israel, great is his name.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians (4: 1-7):
Brethren, I the prisoner in the Lord exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling by which you were called, with all humility and meekness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, careful to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; one body and one Spirit, even as you were called to a single hope in your calling: one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and throughout all, and in all.  But to each one of us, grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s imparting.
- Come, let us rejoice in the Lord; Let us sing joyfully to God our Savior!
- Let us greet his presence with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing psalms to him!
الرسالة (25 بعد العنصرة): البروكيمنون: أنذروا وأوفوا الربَّ إلهنا، كلُ الذين حوله يأتونَ بهدايا
                                                      الله معروفٌ في يهوذا واسمه عظيمٌ في إسرائيل
فصل من رسالة القديس بُولسَ الرسولِ إلى أهل أفسس (4: 1-8):

يا إِخوة، أحَرضُكم أنا الأسيرَ في الربّ، أن تسلكوا بكلِ تواضعٍ ووداعةٍ وطولِ أناة، كما يحقُّ للدعوةِ التي دُعيتم بها، محتملينَ بعضكم بعضاً بمحبة، مجتهدينَ في حفظِ وحدةِ الروحِ برباط السلام، ليس إلا جسدٌ واحدٌ وروحٌ واحد، كما دُعيتُم إلى رجاءِ دعوتكم الواحد. ليسَ إلا ربٌّ واحد، وإيمانٌ واحد، ومعموديةٌ واحدة، وإلهٌ واحد، وآبٌ واحد للجميع، هو فوقَ الجميع ِ وبالجميع وفي جميعكم. على أنَّ النعمة َقد أعطيَتْ لكلِّ واحدٍ منَّا على مقدارِ موهبةِ المسيح.  
-  هلمُّوا نبتجْ بالربّ، ونهللْ للهِ مخلصِناِ
-  لنبادرْ إلى وجهِه بالاعتراف، وبالمزاميرِ نُهللْ له
Gospel (9th of Cross: Luke 12: 16-21): The Rich Fool 

The Lord told this parable: “The land of a certain rich man brought forth abundant crops. And he began to take thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, for I have no room to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store up all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast many good things laid up for many years; take thy ease, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Thou fool, this night do they demand thy soul of thee; and the things that thou hast provided, whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich as regards God.” After he had said this, he cried out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
الإنجيل (التاسع بعد الصليب: لوقا 12: 16- 21): الغنيّ الجاهل
قال الربُّ هذا المثل: إنسانٌ غنيٌ أخصَبَت ضيعتُهُ. فجعل يُفكّرُ في نفسهِ قائلاً: ماذا أفعلُ؟ فإِنهُ ليس لي مَوضعٌ أَخزنُ  فيه غلالي. ثم قال: أَفعلُ هذا، أَهدِمُ أَهرائي، وأَبني أَوسعَ منها، وأَخزنُ هناك جميعَ غلالي وخيراتي. وأَقول لنفسي: يا نفسِ، لكِ خيراتٌ كثيرةٌ موضوعةٌ لسنينَ كثيرة، فاستريحي وكُلي واشربي وتنعَمي. فقال له الله: يا جاهل، في هذه الليلةِ تُطلبُ منكَ نفسُك، فهذا الذي أعدَدُتَهُ لمن يكون؟ هكذا مَن يدَّخرُ لنفسهِ ولا يَغتني لأجلِ الله. ولمَّا قال هذا صاح: مَن له أذنانِ للسَّماعِ فليسمَع.
Hymn to the Theotokos (of the Presentation, 4th Tone): The angels were stunned as they beheld the most pure one coming in, and they said: “O wonder! The Virgin enters into the Holy of Holies!”  O Mother of God, you are the precious Ark of God: no profane hand may touch you.  But the lips of the faithful will never cease to sing your praise, repeating with joy the angel’s words: “O pure Virgin, you are indeed raised above all creatures!”
نشيد والدة الإله (لعيد الدخول، باللحن الرابع): إن الملائكة لما شاهدوا دخولَ الكليّةِ النقاوةِ دهشوا كيفَ دخلتِ البتولُ إلى قدْسِ الأقداس.  يا والدة الإله، بما أنكِ تابوتٌ نفيسٌ لله، فلا تلمسكِ يدٌ مدنسةٌ. أما شفاةُ المؤمنينَ فتمدحك بغير فتور. هاتفةً نحوكِ بصوتِ الملاكِ بابتهاج: أيتها البتولُ النقية، إنكِ بالحقيقةِ أسمى رِفعةً من جميع المخلوقات.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thanksgiving Lunch: Be part of St John  big family in a THANKSGIVING Meal in the Hall just after Liturgy: turkey, rice stuffing, mashed potatoes, salad and desert, all for $10.00 a plate. Come and support your church. 
Tuesday, Nov 25: Holy Great-martyr Catherine of Alexandria.
The Archbishop Appeal:
At this time of year when we offer thanksgiving for all God’s blessings, Our Lord speaks to us in the Gospel about storing up treasure in Heaven and about being rich in the things of God. Let us give back to the Lord in return for all the blessings he has bestowed upon us. Let us give thanks to God for the precious gift of our Melkite Church and pay a tribute of thanksgiving for the labor and sacrifice of our forebears in the faith who have gone before us. Offer your thanks to God by giving a generous gift to the Archbishop’s Appeal.  Donation envelopes are available in the narthex.  Thank you for your generosity.  
Christmas Greeting Cards: We have already started St. John’s Christmas Greeting Cards for this Holiday Season.  We encourage every single family to participate and add their names to the Card together with the rest of us so we can all celebrate in a very personal and special way.  Please contact Mary Rahmoun (MAYA)
Dinner Dance Raffle:  The raffle is postponed and will be continued at our New Year’s Eve Celebration.  Please hold on to your tickets.

Bookstore/Religious Items:  The new display window in St. Johns Hall is filled with beautiful Religious Items.  Over and above the Holy Land Wood Items, the best translation of the New Testament in Arabic, Spiritual Arabic Booklets, Icons, Rosaries, Bracelets and a NEW Childrens Christmas CD.  Please support our church and expand your religious knowledge.  Call Shadia Rafidi for purchases.

St. Barbara’s Party:  Friday, December 4th, we will celebrate St. Barbara’s Party: We will have finger foods, Sli’qa and Qa’tay’ef, as well as a St. Barbara Presentation.  For the Adults, We will have “Card Night” and for the children, there will be games and other fun activities.  Ticket Donations: $12 per adult, $7 per child (12 and under). Please bring your kids and come and enjoy the party.

Readers & Altar Servers:  We encourage our youth to take part in our parish by serving our church.  If you would like to read the Epistle or serve the Altar, please call Deacon Fadi and register with him. 
Necessary recommendations:  Please collaborate for a better being:

1) Please do not reserve two parking places for one car; our parking lot is very limited. 

2) Each car must have a parking sticker in case you block someone in.

3) Please have consideration and make sure your tables are clean before you leave the hall; our Syrian Orthodox Brothers use the hall immediately after we use it.  

H1N1 Virus and Liturgical Celebrations: PLEASE:
 Do not feel obligated to shake hands during Liturgy when we exchange the sign of peace or after Liturgy when we greet one another. For more information of the USCCB: http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/swineflu.shtml
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
LEARNING FROM ST. PAUL 
“But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift” (Ephesians 4:7).

Karl Barth, the great theologian, was preaching to prisoners on New Year’s Eve. He said, “Some of you have heard that over the last forty years I have written many books, many of them very fat ones. Yet there are four words which say it better than all the books I have written. These four words are “my grace is enough. “ When my books are forgotten, these words will shine in all their eternal richness.”
“My grace is enough”: The “grace of God” is one of the most beautiful expressions in our Christian vocabulary. Grace is God’s loving activity in the world. It represents the unlimited pouring out of God’s mercy. Grace is God’s unconditional forgiveness offered to the unworthy. It is God’s enabling power given to match and overcome the challenges of life. Grace is the quality in God which moves Him to do good to us even though we do not deserve it; it is the opposite of justice. Grace is God giving Himself to man. It is divine life itself; God coming to make His home in us. Grace is another word for love except that it carried the additional meaning that the love is totally unmerited, completely unearned, and absolutely undeserved. Grace is a gift rather than a wage we earn. It cannot be deserved. Sin gives wages. God gives grace... “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23),
There is a story about a man who went to heaven. He was met at the gate by Peter, who said, “It will take 1.000 points for you to be admitted. The good works you did during your lifetime will determine your points.”
The man said, “Unless I was sick, I attended church every Sunday, and I sang in the choir”.  “That will be 50 points”, Peter said.

“And I gave to the church liberally,” the man added. “That is worth 25 more points”, said Peter.

The man, realizing that he had only 75 points, started getting desperate. “I taught a Sunday school class,“ he said. ‘That is a great work for God”.  “Yes”, said Peter; “that’s worth 25 points”.

The man was frantic. “You know, “ he said, “at this rate the only way I am going to  get into heaven is by the grace of God.”  Peter smiled, “That’s 900 points! Come on in”.

What can we ever pay for the grace of God?

CATECHISM FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
What are the duties of parents toward their children?

Parents, by virtue of their participation in the fatherhood of God, have the first responsibility for the education of their children and they are the first heralds of the faith for them. They have the duty to love and respect their children as persons and as children of God and to provide, as far as is possible, for their physical and spiritual needs. They should select for them a suitable school and help them with prudent counsel in the choice of their profession and their state of life. In particular they have the mission of educating their children in the Christian faith. ( Compendium, n.460).
SACRED SYMBOLS: CANDLES


Why do we use candles in our Church?  It is often said in the Byzantine Rite that “to light a candle is to pray”. What do candles have to do with God and with my faith in Him?

To understand the use and meaning of candles in our worship, we must look to the Bible where God is so often described in terms of fire and light. 

When God spoke to Moses in the wilderness, He appeared to him as fire in the burning bush, which “was burning yet it was not consumed” (Exodus 3:2). When God guided His people to the Promised Land, He used a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Ex. 13:21-22). Speaking of the coming of the Messiah, the Prophet Isaiah speaks of Him in terms of light. “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined” (Is. 9:1-2). When the Holy Spirit came to the apostles on the day of Pentecost, He descended upon them in “tongues of fire” (Acts 2:1-2).
The Gospel of John portrays Jesus in terms of light. Jesus is “the light that shines in the darkness” (John 1:5) Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).

When Jesus was transfigured, His countenance shown brighter than the sun.

In our worship we use candles. The Sanctuary Lamp burns constantly near the Tabernacle, to remind us of God’s unfailing presence in our midst. 
Often people light a candle on entering the church; this expresses our belief that Jesus is the Light of the World and that I am called to reflect His light in my life.  When we were baptized, we received Jesus who is the Light of the World, in the symbol of the baptismal candle. We light the Paschal Candle at the midnight Easter liturgy to remind us that Christ has overcome the darkness of death, transforming it into eternal light.
The candles and lamps burning in church remind us of spiritual light and fire. It is well to place candles before the images. But it is still better if you bring to God the fire of your love for him and your neighbor. 
And we remember the words of the Lord: I am come a Light into the world; let your light be burning; and you yourselves like unto men that wait for the Lord, when He will return from the wedding; and let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father, who is in heaven.

WHY IS THE CHURCH RELUCTANT TO ORDAIN WOMEN PRIEST?

There are three reasons: 1) Jesus did not ordain any women, even though He had some outstanding candidates, including His own Mother. 2) The priest is an icon of Jesus; he stand in the person of Jesus at the altar. Just as one would not choose a man to stand in the place of the Blessed Mother, so, too, one would not choose a woman to stand in the place of Christ. 3) Jesus often described Himself as the Bridegroom  and the Church as the Bride. That symbolism would be lost if there were women priests, since there would be two brides and no bridegroom.

By the way, this matter is no longer open to discussion by faithful Catholics since Pope John Paul II, in 1994, infallibly stated that “the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitely held by all the faithful” (Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, n. 4).

- Excuse me, doctor, did the surgery go O.K.?


- I don’t know. I am St. Peter.                                             End of Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
Collection:     Sunday 11/08/2009: Regular: $ 1,641
                                                        Spanish: $      96
Liturgy Intentions

To add or remove Names, please call the office: 708/492 0391
Health & Speedy Recovery: ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni, Violet Attiyeh, 
Joe Bousleiman, Jamileh Nijmeh, Hilda Farah, Marie Daoud, Yousef Richa, 
Odeh anayed, Raymond Khasho, Claudia Halasa and George Rantisi.

   Repose in the Heavenly Kingdom: 

Nelson Hanna (3-9 Days-Memorial)…. By Family

Lana Noujeime (7 Days-Memorial)…...By Fmily

Bernice Simon……………By Anthony R. Shaker & Family
Yola Basile (40 Days-Memorial) and
Chuck Basile…………………………...By Naffah Family
Rima Noujeime………………………..By Noujeime Family
Fr Elias Abboud BSO (11/22/37) and Fr Peter 

Abouzeid BSO (11/26/60)…………….By the Church 

