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DIVINE LITURGY AT 11:00 AM

      (Español Liturgia 9:00 AM)

Rt. Rev. Fouad Sayegh:

Office:  (708) 492 0391

Church/Hall Phone: (708) 562 7050

stjohnthebaptistchicago@hotmail.com 

Rt. Rev. Angel Marzal  

ArchDn. Elias Sahyouni
ProtoDn. Antoine Shehata 

Dn. Fadi Rafidi
	Confession:

Available before or after any service, or by appointment.

Baptism:

Please contact the pastor in advance to arrange for the required instructions.

Marriage:

A notice of at least 6 months before the proposed wedding date should be given to the pastor to arrange for the required interview and instructions.

Communion of the sick:

Sick parishioners may receive the Holy Communion at home.  Please advise the pastor whenever this sacrament is needed.

Anointing the sick:

Please contact the pastor at any time for this mystery.

www.melkitechicago.org

	Year of the Priests 

“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priests”  

 (June 19, 2009-June 11, 2010)

Prayer for Priestly Vocations

O God, in your plan for our salvation You provide shepherds for your people. Fill your Melkite Church with the spirit of courage and love.  Raise up worthy ministers for your altars and ardent but gentle servants of the Gospel. 

For You are a good and loving God, and to You we render glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, December 20, 2009                                                                  الأحد 20 كانون الأول 2009
Sunday of the Genealogy of Christ                                                                            أحد النسبة 


Our Theme For This Liturgical Year                                     Sept. 1 – Aug. 31_
“The Church Needs Holy Priests to Help the                           Let us help our priests to help 

Faithful experience the merciful Love of the                            us experience Lord’s merciful

   Lord and to be convinced witnesses”                                    love and to become convinced      

            Pope Benedict XVI                                                                      witnesses

Please take this BULLETIN home with you, read it carefully with your family and pass it on to someone who did not come to Church today.  Thank you.
AT THE DIVINE LITURGY

Antiphon: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior save us!
1- The Lord has established his throne in heaven: over all things his kingship is supreme.  2- باركوا الربَّ يا جميعَ ملائكتِهِ، المُقتَدِرينَ الأشِدّاء، العامِلينَ بكلمتِهِ، عندَ سَماعِ صوتِ كلامِهِ. 
3- Bless the Lord, all you his powers, his attendants who obey his will! Bless the Lord, all

     you his works in every place of his dominion!
Hymns: 
Troparion of the Resurrection (4th Tone): The women disciples of the Lord, having learned from the angel the joyful announcement of the resurrection, and having rejected the ancestral sentence, proudly told the apostles: Death is despoiled. Christ God is risen, bestowing to the world great mercy.”
نشيد القيامة (باللحن الرابع): إن تلميذات الرب تعلمنَ من الملاكِ بشرى القيامةِ البهيجة. ونبذنَ القضاءَ على الجدين، وقلن للرسلِ مفتخراتٍ: لقد سُلب الموت، ونهض المسيحُ الاله، واهباً للعالمِ عظيمَ الرحمة.
Troparion of the Ancestors of Christ (2nd Tone): Faith can accomplish great things.  Through it, the Three Holy Children rejoice in the flames as if they had been in refreshing water, and Daniel in the midst of lions is like a shepherd among his sheep. Through their intercession, O Christ God, save our souls.
نشيد الاباء (باللحن الثاني): ما أعظمَ مفاعيل الايمانِ الباهرة، فبهِ كانَ الثلاثةُ الفتيةُ القديسونَ يبتهجونَ في ينبوعِ اللهيبِ كأنهم على ماءِ الراحة.  ودانيالُ النبيُّ باتَ يرعى الاسودَ كالغنم.  فبتضرعاتهم، أيها المسيح الاله، خلّص نفوَسنا.
Kondakion of the Preparation of Christmas (3rd Tone): Today the Virgin is on her way to the cave where she will give birth in a manner beyond understanding to the Word who is, in all eternity.  Rejoice, therefore, universe, when you hear it heralded: with the angels and the shepherds, glorify Him who chose to be seen as a new-born Babe, while remaining God in all eternity.
نشيد الختام (القنداق) لتقدمة الميلاد (باللحن الثالث): اليومَ العذراء تأتي إلى المغارة،/ لتلدَ الكلمة الذي قبلَ الدهور،/ ولادةً تفوقُ كلّ وصفٍ./ فاطربي أيتها المسكونة إذا سمعتِ،/ ومجّدي مع الملائكةِ والرعاة،/ مَنْ شاءَ أن يظهرَ طِفلاً جديداً./ وهو الإلهُ الذي/ قبلَ الدهور.
Epistle (Sunday before the Nativity): 
Prokimenon: Blessed are you, O lord, God of our fathers; 
                        And your name is worthy of praise and glorious forever.
For you are just in all you have done to us, and all your works are true and your ways right.
Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews (11:9-10:32-40):
Brethren, by faith, Abraham lived in the Land of the Promise as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the co-heirs of the same promise, for he was looking for the city with fixed foundations, of which city the architect and builder is God.  And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon Barac, Samson, Jephthe, David and Samuel and the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms.  Wrought justice, obtained the fulfillment of promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of sword, recovered strength from weakness, became valiant in battle, routed foreign armies. Women had their dead restored to them though resurrection.  Others were tortured, refusing to yield for their release.  In order to obtain a better resurrection.  Others again suffered mockery and blows, even chains and jailings.  They were stoned, cut in pieces, put to the questions, killed by the sword.  They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, distressed, afflicted (of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts, mountains, caves and holes in the ground. And none of these, despite the positive witnessing of faith, received what was  promised, for God has some thing better in store for us so that they were not to reach their final perfection without us.
- O God, our ears have heard, our fathers have declared to us the deeds you did in their days, in the days of old.
- The just cried out, and the Lord heard them, and he delivered them from all their trials.
الرسالة (الاحد الذي قبل الميلاد): البروكيمنون: مباركٌ أنتَ ايها الربّ أله آبائنا، ومسبحٌ وممجدٌ أسمك الى الدهور

                                                                       لأنك عادل في ما صنعت بنا، وأعمالكَ كلها صدقٌ ، وطرقك استقامة
فصل من رسالة القديس بُولسَ الرسولِ إلى العبرانيين (11: 9-10 و 32-40):

يا إِخوة، بالايمانِ نزلَ ابراهيم الى ارض اليعاد نزوله في بلاد غربة، وسكنَ في أخبيةٍ مع اسحقَ ويعقوبَ الوارثينِ معه للموعد نفسه، لانه كان ينتظرُ المدينة ذات الاسس، التي اللهُ صانعُها وبارئُها.  وماذا أقولُ أيضاً؟ انه يضيقُ بي الوقتُ ان اخبرت عن جدْعَونَ وبارقَ وشمشون، ويفتاحَ وداودَ وصمائيلَ والانبياء، الذين بالايمان قهروا الممالكَ وعملوا البرّ، ونالوا الموعدَ وسدوا افواه الاسود.  وأطفأوا قوة النارِ ونجوا من حد السيف، وتقووا من ضعفٍ وصاروا أشداء في القتال، وكسروا معسكراتِ الاجانب، وأسترجعت نساءٌ أمواتهن بالقيامة، وآخرونَ قد عُذبوا بتوتيرِ الاعضاءِ والضرب، ولم يقبلوا النجاة ليحصُلوا على قيامة أفضل.  وآخرون قد ذاقوا الهزءَ والسياطَ والقيودَ أيضاً والسجن. رجموا،نشروا، آمتحنوا، ماتوا بحد السيف، ساحوا في جلود الغنم والمعز، مُعْوزين، مُضايقين، مجهودين.  ولم يكن العالم مستحقاً لهم، تائهين في البراري والجبال والمغاورِ وكهوفِ الارض. فهؤلاء كلُهم المشهودُ لهم بالايمانِ لم ينالوا الموعد، لان الله قد سبقَ فنظرَ لنا شيئاً أفضل، لكي لا يَكمُلوا بمعزلٍ عنَّّا.  
-  اللهمَّ بآذاننا قد سمعنا، وآباونا آخبروا بالعملِ الذي عملته في أيامهِم، في الايام القديمة.
-  الصديقونَ صرخوا والربُّ استمع لهم، ومن جميعِ مضايقهم نجّاهم.
Gospel (Sunday before the Nativity: Matthew 1: 1-25): Genealogy of Christ
The book of the origin of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of Abraham.  Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, Jacob begot Judah and his brethren.  Judah begot Perez and Zarah whose mother was Thamar.  Perez begot Hezron, Hezron begot Ram.  And Ram  

Begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salma.  Salma begot Boaz of Rahab. Boaz begot Obed of Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, Jesse begot David the King.  And David the King begot Solomon of the former wife of Uriah.  Soloman begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, Abijah begot Asa.  And Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, Joram begot Azariah.  And Azariah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, Ahaz begot Ezechiah.  And Ezehchiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, Amon begot Josiah.  And Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brethren at the time of deportation to Babylon.  And after the deportation to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel.  And Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, Eliakim begot Azor.  And Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, Achim begot Eliud.  And Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, Matthan begot Jacob.  And Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary, and of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.  So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations.  And from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations.  Now the origin of Christ was like this.  When Mary his mother had been betrothed to Joseph, she was found, before they came together, to be with child by the Holy Spirit.  But Joseph her husband, being a just man and not wishing to expose her to reproach, was thinking of putting her away privately.  But while he was considering these things, behold , and angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Do not be afraid, Joseph, son of David, to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she shall bring forth a son, and you shall call his name Jesus; for he shall save his people from their sins.”  Now all this came to pass that that was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son; and they shall call his name Emmanuel;” which is interpreted, “God with us” So Joseph, arising from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and took Mary to be his wife.  And he did not know her till she brought forth her firstborn son.  And he called his name Jesus.
الإنجيل (الاحد الذي قبل الميلاد: متى 1:1-25): نسب يسوع المسيح 
قال كتابُ ميلاد يسوع المسيح ابن داودَ ابن ابراهيم. فابراهيمُ ولد اسحق، واسحق ولد يعقوب، ويعقوبُ ولدَ يهوذا وإخوته.  ويهوذا ولد فارصَ وزاراحَ من تامار، وفارصُ ولد حصرون، وحصرونُ ولد أرام. وأرامُ ولد عميناداب، وعمينادابُ ولد نحشون، ونحشونُ ولد سلمون، وسلمونُ ولد بوَعز من راحاب، وبوَعزُ ولد عوبيدَ من راعوت، وعوبيدُ ولد يسَّى، ويسَّى ولد داودَ الملك. وداودُ الملكُ ولدَ سليمانَ من التي كانت لاوريَّا. وسليمانُ ولد رَحَبْعام، ورَحَبْعامُ ولد أَبيَّا، وأَبيَّا ولد  آسا. وآسا ولد يوشافاط، ويوشافاطُ ولد يورام، ويورامُ ولد عُزيَّا. وعُزيَّا ولد يوآثام، ويوآثامُ ولد آحاز، وآحازُ ولد حزقيَّا، وحزقيَّا ولد منسَّى، ومنسَّى ملد آمون، وآمونُ ولد يوشيَّا، ويوشيَّا ولد يَكُنيا وإخوتهُ في جلاء بابل. ومن بعد جلاءِ بابل يَكنْيا ولد شأَلتيئيل، وشأَلتيئيل ولد زَرُبَّابِِل.  وزَوُبابِل ولد أبيهود، وأبيهود ولد ألياقيم، وألياقيمُ ولد عازور. وعازورُ ولد صادوق، وصادوقُ ولد آكيمَ وآكيمُ ولد أليهود. وأليهودُ ولد ألعازر، وألِعازرُ ولد متـَّان، ومتـَّانُ ولد يعقوب. ويعقوبُ ولد يوسفَ رجلَ مريم، التي منها وُلدَ يسوعُ الذي يدعى المسيح. فكل الاجيالِ من أبراهيمِ الى داودَ أربعة عشرَ جيلاً، ومن داودَ الى جلاءِ بابلَ أربعةَ عشرَ جيلاً، ومن جلاءِ بابلَ الى المسيح أربعةَ عشرَ جيلاً. أما مولدُ يسوعَ المسيحِ فكان هكذا:  لما خُطبتْ مريمُ أمهُ ليوسفَ وُجِدْتْ من قبل أن يسكُنا معاً حُبلى من الروح القدس. وإذ كان يوسفُ رجلها صدّيقاً ولم يُرد ان يَشهَرَها، عَزَمَ على تخليِتها سراً. وفيما هو يفكرُ في ذلك إذا بملاكِ الربِّ قد تراءى له في الحلم قائلاً: يا يوسفُ ابنَ داود، لا تخف أن تأخذَ امرأتكَ مريم، فإنَ المولودَ فيها هو من الروحِ القدس. وستلدُ ابناً فتسميهِ يسوع، لانه هو الذي يخلصُ شعبهُ من خطاياهم. وكان هذا كلُّه ليتم ما قال الربُّ بالنبي القائل: ها إن العذراءَ تحبلُ وتلِد ابناً ويُسمَّى عمَّانوئيل، الذي ترجمتُه الله معنا. فلما نهضَ يوسفُ من النومِ فعلَ كما أمرهُ ملاكُ الربّ، فأخذَ أمرأته. ولم يَعْرفْها حتى وَلدتْ ابنَها البكر، فسمَّاهُ يسوع.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Fast Melkite Tradition:

Nativity Fast begins on Dec. 10, and ends on Dec. 24 (15 days).  

It is a time for a deeper interior conversion to Christ by embracing the four forms of Christian praxis:

Prayer: Display an icon of the Nativity in the prayer corner of your house or room and spend few minutes each day meditating on the saving mysteries surrounding the story of Christ's Birth.  Spend some quiet time with the Lord.

Fasting: Abstain from meat and dairy products (Minimum requirements: abstain from meat on Wednesdays and Fridays). 

Fast from certain foods, such as soda, alcoholic beverages or candy.  With each meal, eat only an amount that is sufficient for nutritional needs, without feeling full. 

Fast from select forms of entertainment (television, movies, radio, internet, novels, etc.). 

Almsgiving: Give your time, talent and treasure to a parish outreach or a special charity. 

Increase your parish tithe for the season. 

Clean out your house of any excessive items or possessions and share them with the poor and needy. 

Purchase gifts for homeless or needy children or families. 

Love: Meditate on the Ten Commandments or the Beatitudes and identify one or two of these to put into practice each week. 

Examine your conscience each night, asking for forgiveness from God or others as needed. Receive the Mystery of Repentance (Confession) at least once during the fast.

Find opportunities to share your faith with others.
Thursday, Dec. 24: Paramony of the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fast till noon and Abstinence till the end of the Liturgy of the Feast.

Schedule of upcoming Celebrations:
Thursday Dec. 24
06:30 pm
Confessions




07:30 pm
Christmas Liturgical Service






Followed by Cheese & Wine (Greetings)

Friday Dec. 25

10:00 am
Divine Liturgy (Spanish)




11:30 am
Divine Liturgy (Syrian Orthodox)

Thursday Dec. 31


New Year Eve Party

Wednesday Jan. 6
07:30 pm
Divine Liturgy of the Epiphany (الغطاس)






Followed by Potluck Dinner

The Blessing of our Homes to bring in the New Year is very encouraged.  Please call Fr. Fouad to arrange an appointment at (708) 938-5804   

نشجع الجميع على دعوة الكاهن لزيارة البيوت ورشها بالماء المقدس بناء على موعد. اتصل بالرقم أعلاه
Merry Christmas and Happy & Blessed New Year 2010.

Necessary recommendations:  PLEASE collaborate for a better being:

· Do not reserve two parking places for one car; our parking lot is limited. 

· Each car must have a parking sticker in case you block someone in.

· Have consideration and make sure your tables are clean before leaving 

   the hall; our Syrian Orthodox Brothers use the hall immediately after we use it.  

· Christmas Season Events:  We need more volunteers to roll up their sleeves and help- and less people complaining and criticizing!

· Hall Kitchen is only for the service of the community and can become very crowded.  Please remain in the hall if you are not a part of the event-taking place (including coffee hour).
· Coffee Hour--To give an opportunity for every family at our church to serve for the coffee hour, we are formulating an Alphabetical list (by last name) that will include the week we are to each serve.  

PLEASE BE POSITIVE AND START YOUR LOVE FOR OTHERS BY LOVING YOUR CHURCH’ COMMUNITY WHICH IS YOUR EXTENDED FAMILY.
Dinner Dance Raffle:  The raffle has been postponed and will be continued at our New Year’s Eve Celebration.  Please hold on to your tickets.

St. John New Year’s Party: Come join us in ringing in the 2010 New Year at the Villa Park Banquets! Featuring live musical entertainers Bahaa & Band, plus a DJ.  Ticket Donations: $90 per Adult ($45 per Child under age 10). includes appetizers, filet & chicken dinner, dessert table and an open bar & champagne toast.  Clown entertainment for children.    Book your tickets NOW, seats are limited: JoAnn Fakhouri, Inaam Bisharat, Nouha Ferraye, Denise Shehata, Fadi Tamer and Joyal Akkawi

H1N1 Virus and Liturgical Celebrations: Cold & Flu season is here. PLEASE:  

1) Take care of yourselves and others during this time when germs are rampant.  

2) Do not feel obligated to shake hands during or after Liturgy when we greet one another.  

3)  before leaving, kindly pick up any of your used tissues and those of your children.  

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/swineflu.shtml
THE ARCHBISHOP’S APPEAL: As we prepare our hearts and our homes to receive the greatest gift in human history—Christ our God—let us not forget our Melkite Catholic Church by which Christ comes to our families and loved ones.  Please give a special end-of-year, tax-deductible gift to the Melkite Church to support all the vital works of our Church in America. 
REMEMBER THE MELKITE CHURCH IN YOUR WILL: Give a lasting gift for future generations of Melkites and help to ensure that our beautiful Melkite heritage continues to grow and flourish for your children’s children.  Simply add the following statement to your last will and testament: I hereby bequeath to the Melkite Eparchy of Newton the following sum: $_______.  Contact Archbishop Cyril personally to inform him of your generous bequest: 3 VFW Parkway, West Roxbury, MA 02132.
Fr. Marzal’s Bulletin
LEARNING FROM ST. PAUL

“And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jeptha, of David ands Samuel and the prophets - who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight” (Hebrews 11:32-34).

St. Paul tells us of the great accomplishments wrought by faith in the lives of the saints of the Old Testament. 

How amazing this thing called faith!. For example, how amazing that the shepherds, when the heavens were opened and the angels sang, could have believed that a Savior was born in Bethlehem and would be found in a cave among animals. They should have said, “How can this be? Why should God open the heavens so that angels should sing to lowly shepherds? Surely, if God had an announcement to make He would make it to Herod or to the high priest, not to us.“  How astonishing that the shepherds should have believed that they would find God’s Son being born not in a palace but in a stable. Yet they believed!

What is this thing called faith? 

Faith is an inner force which gives us the strength to face the storms of life with serenity of spirit. In times of greatest stress, faith has the miraculous power to lift to greatness ordinary persons ( like the saints of the Old Testament ).

Faith is not trust in yourself, or your friends, or in money, or in reputation. All these things will disappoint. Faith is trust in God Who will never leave you or forsake you in time or in eternity.

Faith does not know where it is being led, but it knows Who is leading.

Faith is charting your tomorrows not by the stars (your horoscope) but by the One Who made the stars.

Faith is facing crucifixion, and knowing that it is not the final chapter of life. “In the world you have tribulation, but be of good cheer. I have overcome the world,” said Jesus.

Faith is to say with strong conviction: I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord. I believe that the Lord is my life and my salvation,; whom shall I fear? I believe that the Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27).

Faith is not just to believe in the existence of God but to put yourself in His hands; to know not only that God is but that He cares.

Faith is holding fast to Christ, the Savior of the world.

HOW DOES THE CHURCH SING THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION

In the Byzantine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom we sing every Sunday:

“O Only-begotten son and Word of God you who are immortal, you who deigned for our salvation to become incarnate  of the Holy Mother of God and ever Virgin Mary (…) You who are one of the Holy Trinity, glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit, save us!”

SACRED SYMBOLS: BOWING

Closely related to kneeling is the bowing of the body before God. The bow is also called the small metanoia ( a Greek word ). The worshipper bows from the waist, touching the ground with the fingers of the right hand. This is preceded by the sign of the cross. In every liturgy we are called upon to “bow our heads before the Lord”.

Many of our worship services begin with Psalm 94:6:

“Come let us adore our God and King!

Come let us adore Christ our God and King!

Come let us adore and bow down before the same Lord Jesus Christ our Lord and King!”

In addition to expressing humble adoration, the bow is a call of submission to Jesus; a called to commitment, to the acceptance of Him as Lord and Master. We are called to bow not only our heads but also our wills in humble obedience to God.

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE NAME “JESUS“?

Given by the angel at the time of the Annunciation, the name “Jesus” means “God saves”. The name expresses his identity and his mission “because he will save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). Peter proclaimed that “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). (Compendium, n 81).

WHY IS JESUS CALLED “CHRIST”?

“Christ” in Greek, “Messiah” in Hebrew, means the ‘anointed one”. Jesus is the Christ because he is consecrated by God and anointed by the Holy Spirit for his redeeming mission.  He is the Messiah awaited by Israel, sent into the world by the Father. Jesus accepted the title of Messiah but he made the meaning of the term clear: “come down from heaven” (John 3:13), crucified and then risen, he is the suffering Servant who gives “his life as a ransom for many” (Mt 20:28) From the name Christ comes our name of Christian. (Compendium , n. 82)

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE TITLE “LORD”?

In the Bible this title regularly designates God as sovereign. Jesus ascribed this title to himself and revealed his divine sovereignty by his power over nature, over demons, over sin, and over death, above all by his own Resurrection. The first Christian creeds proclaimed that the power, the honor, and the glory that are due to God the Father also belong to Jesus: God “has given him the name which is above every other name” (Philippians 2:9). He is the Lord of the world and of history, the only One to whom we must completely submit our personal freedom.  (Compendium, n. 84).

A LETTER TO THE PASTOR

The pastor found a slip of paper lying on the pulpit with the word “fool” on it.

He told his congregation, “I’ve received anonymous letters where the author didn’t sign his name, but this is the first time I’ve seen the writer sign his name but forgot to include the letter.‘ 
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